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duties which, over the years, the police
have carried out on behalf of other de-
partments of the Government.

This measure proposes several amend-
merits Introduced to facilitate the smooth
administration of the Act; and these are
to centralise and control administrative
decisions, increase penalties in accord with
present values, and remove an outdated
requirement.

A discrimination against Aborigines, who
are excluded from the definition of
"shearer", Is being removed.

There is some rearrangement of sec-
tions and the obsolete provisions regard-
Ing buildings existing prior to 1944 con-
tained in section 6A are being repealed,
and replaced by a requirement that an
adequate supply of water must be pro-
vided at shearing sheds which are distant
from washing, sanitary, and toilet facilities.

Section 7 is being amended to ensure a
better class of alternative accommodation
being provided when permanent accom-
modation is rendered uninhabitable by
fire, storm, flood, or other disaster.

The requirement in section 9 in the
matter of the employer notifying an in-
spector three days before shearing starts
has never operated, so I am informed,
and is being dispensed with, as its appli-
cation can be quite Impracticable.

Three very minor amendments were
accepted by the Minister in another place.
One limited restrictions on the positioning
of ovens to wood stoves only, another re-
moved a rather outdated reference to the
use of kerosene tins or benzine tins as
cooking utensils, and a third amendment
required refuse to be buried to a depth
of 250 millimetres instead of one metre.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by the

Hon. D. W. Cooley.
House adjourned at 1.40 a.m. (Friday).

Tiregiatur Ansprnnbly
Thursday, the 21st November, 1974

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 2.15 pm., and read prayers.

TEACHERS' CLASSIFCATION
Training Qualifications: Petition

MR BATEMAN (Canning) [2.17 p.r. 1:
I have a petition addressed to the
Honourable the Speaker and members of
the Legislative Assembly of the Parlia-
ment of Western Australia in Parliament
assembled. It reads as follows--

We, the undersigned teachers in the
State of Western Australia do here-
with pray tha~t Her Majesty's Govern-
ment of Western Australia refer to

the decision of the Education Depart-
ment in granting two-year-trained
teachers who complete 10 Years of
satisfactory service classification as
three- year- trained for all purposes.
We protest that trained teachers who
have partly completed the academic
requirements of the Teachers' Higher
Certificates gain no comparable
advantage from that decision. Fur-
ther, we request that the Minister for
Education agree to equate ten years
of service with the education require-
ments, and/or the optional area of
the Teachers' Higher Certificate.
Your petitioners therefore humbly
pray that your honourable House will
give this matter earnest consideration
and your petitioners as in duty
bound will ever pray.

I have signed the petition which complies
with Standing Orders and contains 972
signatures. I have certified it accord-
ingly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the peti-
tion be brought to the Table of the House.

The petition was tabled (see paper No.
380).

COUNTRY AREAS WATER SUPPLY ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Introduction and First Reading
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr O'Nel

(Minister for Water Supplies), and read a
first time.

QUESTIONS (36). ON NOTICE
1.

2.

This question was postponed.

NORTHAM HIGH SCHOOL
Additions

Mr McIVER, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:
(1) When will tenders be called for

the additions, alterations and re-
source centre for the Northam
Senior High School?

(2) What has delayed the calling of
these tenders?

(3) When the final tender has been
agreed to exactly what work will
be Included in the final tender?

(4) What is the anticipated cost of
the project and date of comple-
tion?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) Documents will be completed by

the end of next week and tenders
should be called early in Decem-
ber.

(2) Difficulties were experienced in the
design of additions and alterations
to a building which is not of
modern design and for which
some of the original plans were
not available.
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(3) A new library, three new social
studies classrooms Plus associated
staff areas and storage, upgraded
and extended administration, mo-
difications and improvements to
existing classrooms, upgrading
heating, medical suite, additional
car parking.

(4) Such information cannot be pro-
vided until a contract has been
determined.

3. LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Mandurah: Access to Ormsby Terrace

Mr SHALDERS, to the Minister for
Local Government:
(1) Will he suggest some means

whereby the Mandurab Shire
Council can provide access to
their properties for property
owners in Ormsby Terrace in that
area which has been either partly
or wholly eroded?

(2) Will he authorise the closure of
the remainder of Ormsby Terrace
in the Mandurah shire north of
that portion already closed, to all
persons except those requiring
access to their properties in order
that the remaining sand dune
area on the western side of that
road will not be disturbed by the
many persons who will otherwise
use vehicles to gain access to the
beach on the western side of that
land?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) I am unaware of any practicable

solution, within my administrative
jurisdiction, to solve the coun-
cil's problem. The council has
acquainted me of its direct
approach to my colleague the
Minister for Works, with the view
to solving this problem.

(2) My authority is limited to grant-
ting a council permission to close
a road for repairs. This is in sec-
tion 301 of the Local Government
Act which provides that a council
cannot close a, road to effect re-
pairs for a period in excess of 28
days without the permission of
the Minister. This section cannot
be applied to roads not In course
of repairs.

4. MINING CERTIFCATES
Medical Examination

Mr HARTEY, to the Minister for
Mines:
(1) Is he aware that in recent weeks

numerous miners resident In the
Boulder, Kambalda, Horseman
and Kalgoorlie area have been
screened at the State Laboratory.
Kalgoorlie, and then issued with
a document addressed to their

5.

respective employers Purporting
to certify, over the rubber stamp
of the mines medical officer, that
the worker concerned "has been
examined for a Mining Certifi-
cate of Health", although he has
not been examined clinically, nor
have his X-ray films been scru-
tinised, by any legally qualified
medical practitioner?

(2) If so, would he state the auth-
ority for this action?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) Yes. Due to the temporary absence

of the Mines Medical Officer from
Kalgoorlie, this expedient was
adopted to minimise inconvenience
to applicants for health certifi-
cates. The chest S-rays were
examined by medical officers of
the Tuberculosis Control Branch.

(2) There is no statutory authority
for the procedure but the Mines
Medical Officer will issue health
certificates in accordance with the
relevant Act on his return to Kal-
goorlie.

TRAFFIC
Thomas flimer: Demerit Points

Mr HARTREY, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Was not Thomas Dimer of 36

Campbell Street, Kalgoorlie, re-
cently notified by the Department
of Motor Vehicles that he had
suffered three demerit Points?

(2) Was the basis of this notice an
allegation that the said Thomas
Dimer had on 27th July, 1974
been convicted of failing to give
way to the right?

(3) Is there anything on the records
of the Court of Petty Sessions at
Kalgoorlie to connect the above-
named Thomas Dimer with the
Thomas Dimer of 91 Boodlet
Street, Horseman, who was in
fact so convicted in that Court
on 24th July, 1974?

(4) If not-
(a) why was this wholly baseless

notification sent to Thomas
Dimer of 38 Campbell Street,
Kalgoorlie: and

(b) who supplied this inaccurate
information to the Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles?

Mr Grayden (for Mr O'CONNOR)
replied:
(1) and (2) Yes.
(3) This will be checked to ascertain

if a driver's license was Produced
but it Is now apparent that an
error has been made. This will be
adjusted.
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(4) (a) Apparently an incorrect dri-
ver's license number was
quoted.

(b) Kalgoorlie District Regional
Traffic Council.

6. CO-OPERATIVE BULK
HANDLING LTD).

Finance and Services
Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Does he know, and if so, would

he provide the present total debt
of Co-operative Bulk Handling
Ltd.?

(2) Does he know, and If so, would
he provide the amount of capital
expenditure expected to be under-
taken by the company in each
of the next three years?

(3) What is the rate per bushel for
handling service levied by the
grain handling organisatlons in
each of the wheat growing States
of Australia?

(4) How many wheat farmers in
Western Australia use the ser-
vices of Co-operative Bulk Hand-
ling Ltd.?

(5) What was the total number of
Producers estimated to have at-
tended the 19 meetings through-
out the wheat belt where the pro-
posal which Presumably resulted
in the legislation now before the
House to amend the Bulk Hand-
ling Act was considered?

Mr ZdcPHARLIN replied:
Co-operative Bulk Handling
Ltd. has provided the following
Information-
(1) $84370585.
(2) $34 000 000 over the next three

years. Precise details of ex-
penditure In each of these
years is not able to be Pro-
vided.

(3) There is no levy in other
States at this time, but
Queensland had a levy for
some time but does not at pre-
sent.

(4) Because of the multiplicity of
gramns handled, this Precise
information is not readily
available.

(5) Three hundred excluding
those attending the annual
general meeting of Co-ope-
rative Bulk Handling Ltd.

7. SKELETON WEED
(ERADICATION FUND) BILL

Referendum of Growers
Mr H. D. EVANS. to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Was a referendum of all grow-

ers of rain and seed conducted
to gain their views as to whether

8.

they desire the provisions of the
Skeleton Weed (Eradication
Fund) Bill to be Implemented?

(2) If so, what was the result, and if
not, what avenues were under-
taken to ascertain the views of
growers?

Mr MePHARLIN replied:
(1) No.
(2) Meetings of the seeds, wheat,

coarse rains and general sections
of the Farmers' Union of WA had
recommended to the Government
that a levy be made to establish
an eradication fund.
The Farmers' Union ensured Pub-
licity through zones and brandies
as well as publicity through the
Farmers' Weekly.
Although some objections were
initially received, these were over-
come after discussions between the
farmers and union representatives.

STATE GENERAL ELETION
Failure to Vote

Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Justice:
(1) Having regard to subsection (4)

(a) of section 156 of the Elec-
toral Act and referring to my
question 15 of Tuesday, IMt Nov-
ember: why, when 59 226 enrolled
electors failed to vote in Legis-
lative Assembly Districts and
58013 enrolled electors failed to
vote in Legislative Council Prov-
inces, were only 468B1B notices
sent to electors who appeared- to
have failed to vote alter the
March State general election?

(2) As It is now eight months since
the election, will the Minister
please indicate when the State
Electoral Office ceased accepting
the return of notices from elec-
tors who appeared to have failed
to have voted?

(3) Why have some electors, who
failed to explain their apparent
failure to vote, not been struck
off the roll?

Mr O'NEflj replied:
(1) The quoted numbers of enrolled

voters who failed to vote are es-
sentially relative to the same per-
sons in each case as this was a
conjoint election with the excep-
tion that electors in the Narrogin
and Avon Districts were only re-
Quired to register a vote for the
Legislative Assembly.
Having regard to the provisions
of subsection 4 (a) of section 156
of the Electoral Act it was only
necessary to issue notices to 46 816
electors.
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(2) Replies are still being received
but action to remove remaining
electors from the rolls under sub-
section (15) of section 158 of the
Electoral Act will be taken in ap-
proximately two weeks.

(3) Answered by (2),

RAILWAYS
Wilbur Smith and Associaes:

Agreement
Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Would be lay on the Table of the

House a. copy of the agreement
between the Government of
Western Australia and Wilbur
Smith and Associates dated 13th
October, 1973?

(2) Did the present Government
amend or issue any further or
other instructions to Wilbur
Smith and Associates other than
those contained in the original
agreement?

(3) If "Yes" to (2), will he table a
copy of changes to original agree-
ment?

Mr Grayden (for Mr O'CONNOR> re-
plied:
(1) Yes, and I request permission to

table documents.
(2) and (3) No. The busway inclu-

sion was a Commonwealth re-
quirement.

The documents were tabled
paper No. 379).

(see

10. DISASTER RELIEF FUND
Finance

Mr MOILER, to the Premier:
(1) What steps has he taken to im-

plement a Permanent solution for
the providing of finance for dlis-
aster relief ?

(2) What amount this year has been
allocated this year from the
Treasury, to the establishment of
a permanent relief fund, as pro-
mised in his policy speech?

(3) Does he intend to Provide direct
relief by way of Treasury funds to
the hills orchardists recently af-
fected by unseasonal storms,
destroying their uninsured crops?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) and (2) In view of the unreal-

istic attitude of the Common-
wealth Govemrnent to the rev-
enue needs of the States, as
evidenced by its repeated refusal
to supplement the grants pay-
able under the formula, it has
not been possible, as yet, to
establish a relief fund, but the
Policy set out in my policy speech
has not been abandoned.

9.

13.

sult of of a cutback In Federal
funds while the increase in State
funds is less than the current
rate of inflation in road con-
struction. Although the over-
expenditure has been general
throughout the State, it is high-
est in the metropolitan and
northern areas.

EASTERN HILLS HIGH
SCHOOL

Improvements
Mr MOILER, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:

In reference to the Proposed Im-
provements and additions to the
Eastern Hills high school, will the
Minister indicate, in view of the
fact that he, the Minister for
Education, advised me by way of
a letter more than a fortnight
ago that full working drawings
and specifications had been deli-
vered to his department for the

(3) Representations from the Mem-
ber for Kalamunda are rece iv-
ins consideration, but it has been
the policy of successive State
Governments to restrict relief
measures to large scale disasters
where a state of emergency has
been declared to exist.

11. GOVERNMENT WORKS
PROGRAMME
Examination

Mr MOILER, to the Premier:
Would he indicate what works his
Government had brought forward
as a result of an examination of
the works programme as indi-
cated by him on 10th September
this year?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
The Ministers concerned have
brcn instructed to expedite
wherever practicable, all capital
works covering the full range of
housing, construction, and pro-
vision of water and sewerage.

12. ROAD CONSTRUCTION
Unemployment

Mr MOILER, to the Minister for
Transport;
(1) Has he seen the article in The

Sunday Independent 16th Nov-
ember, headed "More road Jobs
may have to go"; if so, has he
been correctly reported?

(2) In what way and in which area
has the State overspent $2.5
million this year?

Mr Grayden (for Mr O'CONNOR) re-
plied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The over-expenditure is the re-
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proposed improvements, why
tenders for this work have not
been called?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
Tenders are to be called on Sat-
urday, 23rd November. Certain
minor modifications were neces-
sary before the documents could
be approved.

14. EASTERN HLLS HIGH
SCHOOL

Classrooms
Mr MOILER, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:
(1) Is It intended to provide de-

mountable classrooms at Eastern
Hills high school for the 1975
school year?

(2) If so, when will the demountables
be positioned at the school, and
how many?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1)
(2)

Yes.
Three will be provided prior to
the commencement of the 1975
school year.

15. CROWN LAND
Fire Hazards: Finance

Mr MOILER, to the minister for
Lands:

What was the Budget allocation
to cope with fire hazards on
Crown lands within the State for
the years 1971-72, 1972-f3,
1973-74 and 1974-75?

Mr RIDGE replied:
1971-72-$2 000
1972-73-$56 000
1973-74-$59 000
1974-75-$55 000

16. ROAD TRANSPORT
Perishables to Manjimup

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Transport:

Further to his reply to my ques-
tion of 6th August, 1974 in which
he stated that the possibility of
increasing the maximum load of
perishables which private shop-
keepers may carry from the
metropolitan markets to Man-
jimup was being examined-
(a) Is it intended to Increase the

present maximum of perish-
able goods, especially salad
vegetables, In the summer
period which may be cardied
by private shopkeepers;

(b) if no decision has been
reached when Is one ex-
pected?

Mr Orayden (for Mr O'CONNOR) re-
plied:

The question of the carriage of
fruit and vegetables by country
greengrocers is still under con-
sideration as part of a general
study related to the division of
traffic between rail and road
transport. Until this is com-
pleted the present policy is to
continue. The study is being
made in some depth and a final
report is not expected before the
end of 1975.

1.7. STATE ELECTRICITY
COMMISSION

Management Structure

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Elec-
tricity:

In connection with the study
being conducted by a firm of con-
sultants into the management
structure of the State Electricity
Commission, will he advise the
date that the full commission was
appraised that the study was
being carried out?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
I am advised by the General
Manager of the State Electricity
Commission that the first refer-
ence to the consultants' study
in the minutes of the commission
occurred at the September meet-
ing, although it Is believed that
the commission was advised at
an earlier date, but it is not re-
corded.

18. POWER STATIONS
Coal and Oil Fuel

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Fuel and
Energy:
(1) What percentage of electricity

produced by the State Electricity
Commission is from power stations
consumning-
(a) coal;
(b) other indigenous fuel?

(2) Where is the remainder produced
and what fuel Is consumed?

(3) In the event of an emergency, e.g.
Middle East conflict resulting in
disruption of oil supplies, what
increased percentage could be
achieved by increasing production
by the utilisation of coal in the
existing coal-fired stations?

Mr MENSAROS replied;
(1) For October 1974. Intercon-

nected system.
(a) 78%
(b) Hydro-0.5%

Distillate-0.2%
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(2)
(3)

Swinana-Furnace oil.
At this date-nil.
Within two weeks one more
bailer at South Fremantle. and
one more generator at East Perth
will be available for generation
from coal, Increasing coal burn-
Ing potential by approximately
3%.

INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT

Collie: Environmental Impact Study
Mr MAY, to the Minister for Indus-
trial Development:
(1) Has the Environmental Resources

of Australia Pty. Ltd. been com-
missioned to undertake a study on
the environmental aspects as-
sociated with future development
at Collie?

(2) What was the date the study com-
menced?

(3) Has the study been completed?
(4) Will he make available the results

of the study when completed?
Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) On the 21st January, 1974 during

the member's term of office, as
Minister for Mines.

(3) Yes.
(4) An abbreviated form of the report

which includes all the environ-
mental aspects but excludes con-
fidential company figures Is being
printed and will be made available
to the member.

20. ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Combined Cycle Generating Plant
Mr MAY, to the Minister for Fuel and
Energy:
(1) Has a firm of consultants been

commissioned to undertake a study
on combined cycle generating
plant applied to the electrical
power industry?

(2) if -Yes" when did the study com-
mence and what is the anticipated
date the study will be completed?

(3) What is the name of the firm of
consultants?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) 15th January, 1974, after having

been authorised to proceed by the
member when Minister on 7th
January, 1974. The study was comn-
pleted In April, 1974.

(3) Menz and McLellani and Partners.

19

sl. ELECRCITcr SUPPLIES
Combined Power Generation and Steam

Facility
Mr MAY, to the Minister for Fuel and
Energy:
(1) Has a firm of consultants been

commissioned to make a study of a
combined electric power genera-
tion and industrial process steam
facility?

(2) What was the date the study com-
menced?

(3) When is it anticipated the study
will be completed?

(4) What major companies located in
Western Australia could be con-
sidered suitable for this type of
facility?

(5) What is the name of the firm of
consultants commissioned?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) Yes, as the member will know,

having authorised the study to
proceed when he was Minister for
Fuel on 6th December. 1973.

(2) 9th January, 1974.
(3) The study was completed on 12th

March, 1974.
(4) There are at least eight companies

that could ultimately make use of
the study findings. They operate
or plan to establish process faeil-
ities in the iron ore, bauxite,
nickel, and vanadium Industries.

(5) The Ralph M. Parsons Company
Pty. Limited.

22. HAMILTON HIGH SCHOOL
Hall-gymnasium

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:

With respect to the hall/gymraa-
slum being constructed at the
Hamilton I-ill high school-
(a) who Is the contractor;
(b~) 'what is the tender price;
(c) on what date was the tender

let;
(d) on what date was construction

commenced;
(e) on what date is completion ex-

pected?
Mr MENSAROS replied:

(a) to (e) It is anticipated that
documentation for this pro-
ject will be completed next
week and tenders called early
in December.
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23. FISHERIES
Geraldton Wharf: Crane

Mr CARR, to the Minister for Works:
(1) Is he aware that fishermen requir-

ing to lower boats into the water
at Oeraldton fishermen's Wharf
have to hire a private crane?

(2) Is he further aware that to lift
such Items as freezer units Into
boats similarly requires the hire of
a heavy crane?

(3) Has his department given consi-
deration to the provision of a
crane at the 'wharf, at least cap-
able of lifting items into fishing
boats?

(4) If "No" to (3), will he consider
such action?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) and (2) Yes.
(3) and (4) No.

24. HANDICAPPED CHILDREN'S
TRAINING CENTRE

Geraldton
Mr CARR, to the Minister for Works:

With reference to question 30 of
Wednesday. 21st August, regard-
Ing the construction of the train-
Ing centre far handicapped child-
ren in Geraldton-
(a) has this project proceeded as

anticipated In his answer of
21st August;

(b) if "No" to (a), will he outline
the present position?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(a) No.
(b) The tenders were called, closing

on 7th May, and, following assess-
ment, acceptance was offered on
June 12th.
A subsequent unacceptable claim
from the contractor for increase
In contract price has necessitated
that tenders be recalled this Satur-
day, 23rd November, to close on
17th December, 1974.

25. MANJIMUP SCHOOL
Extensions

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Works:,
(1) When will the renovations and ex-

tensions to the Manjimup primary
school commence?

(2) Has there been any delay to the
commencement of this work, and
if so, what is the reason?

(3) When Is the work Indicated above
scheduled to be completed?

26.

Mr ONE3IL replied:
(1) Work is programmed to commence

early in February, 1075.
(2) No.
(3) It is anticipated that work will

be completed by mid-August, 1975.

GOVERNOR STIRLING
HIGH SCHOOL

Enrolmets

Mr MOILER, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:

What is the anticipated enrol-
ment at Governor Stirling Senior
High School for 1075?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
1 580.

27. RAILWAYS
West Toodgsay Yard

Mr MOILER, to the Minister for
Transport:

Is it intended to enlarge the West
Toodyny railway yard in the near
future?

Mr Grayden (for Mr O'CONNOR)
replied:

No. The Railways Department has
no plans for enlargement of this
yard.

28. MINERAL CLAIMS
Newmont Pty. Ltd.

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Mines:.
(1) In connection with Newmont Pro-

prietary Limited's application for
mineral claims Nos. 45/7195 to
45/7200, 45/1248 to 45/7250 in the
Paterson Range area, will he ad-
vise if a decision bas been made
regarding these applications?

(2) If so, what were the reconunen-
dations of the department?

(3) Did he concur with the recom-
mendations?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The Warden recommended re-

fusal.
(3) Yes.

29. HOUSING
Hpden: Transfer of Units

Mr COWAN, to the Minister for Hous-
Ing:
(1) Can he give a reason why work on

the transportation of four State
Housing Commission homes from
Kondinin to Hyden has been once
more delayed?

(2) Can he give an estimated date
for completion of the project?
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Mr O'NEIL replied: (2) A number of rental premises have
(1) Road works being undertaken by

Main Roads Department between
Kondinin and Hyden have re-
stricted available road width to
less than that required to move
the dwellings. Action is in hand
with Main Roads Department to
overcome this difficulty.

(2) Three weeks from time road ac-
cess is available.

30. TRANSPORT INDUSTRY
Royal Commission Report

Mr T. H. JONES. to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Did the Minister receive a letter

from the Transport Workers'
Union dated 15th November ask-
ing the following questions--

(a Why were the results of the
inquiry not made public; is
there something which the
Liberal Party is frightened
of?

(b) We suggest that results of
the Tonkin instigated inquiry
be made known immediately?

(c) You made two statements at
previous meetings that it
would be known within a
month. When can we expect
it?"

(2) Uf (1) is "Yes" and in view of the
depressed state of the transport
industry, especially concerning
owner-drivers, will any of the
findings of the inquiry be acted
upon?

Mir Orayden (for Mr O'CONNOR) re-
plied:
(1) (a) (b) and (c) Yes.
(2) Answered by (1), The report

is tabled herewith.
The report was tabled (see paper
No. 381).

31. MOTOR VEHICLES
Licensing and inspection: Vietor" Park

Offie
Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for
Traffic:
(1) Is he aware of the inadequacy

of the facilities at the Victoria
Park office for the licensing and
inspection of motor vehicles?

(2) If "Yes" can he advise what ac-
tion is proposed to alleviate the
position in the immediate future?

Mr Grayden (for Mr O'CONNOR) re-
plied:
(1) Yes.

already been inspected but were
not suitable. Further Premises
are to be inspected in the near
future.
Representation is also being made
with a view to the possible build-
ing of premises on land already
held by the department at Bent-
ley.

32. SCHOOLS BUnhZflG
COMMITE

Membership and Meetings
Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister re-
presenting the Minister for Education:
(1) Who is on the schools building

committee and what "Interests" do
they represent?

(2) On what dates has the committee
met during 1971, 1972, 1973 and
1974?

(3) Has the committee considered the
Thebarton and Angle Park pro-
jects and their concepts with res-
pect to the planning of the com-
munity use of school facilities?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) to (3) There is no such group as

"the schools building commit-
tee". If more specific details
are provided, every endeavour
will be made to supply the in-
formation requested.

33 ROAD MAINTENANCE
TAX

Bankruptcy of Owner-drivers
Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) How many owner-drivers In the

past two years have been forced
into bankruptcy due to their in-
ability to pay road maintenance
tax?

(2) Is the Government considering
amending the road maintenance
tax provision in view of the
effect of this tax on owner-
drivers generally?

Mr Grayden (for Mr O'CONNOR) re-
plied:
(1) There has been only one instance

in which the Transport Comn-
mission instituted proceedings
under the Bankruptcy Act. I
am not aware of any other in-
stances where road maintenance
charges were responsible for the

bankruptcy of owner drivers. In-
quiries made last year showed
that road maintenance charges
averaged only about 10% of the
debts owing by bankrupt carriers.

(2) No specific amendments are
under consideration at the pres-
ent time but every attention
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would be given to any proposed
alternative source of road main-
tenance revenue which is equit-
able to all parties and easy of
administration.

34. POLICE PATROL CARS
First Aid Kits

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for Police:
(1) Has he investigated whether or

not police cars are equipped with
first-aid kits?

(2) If so, what were his findings and
is any change contemplated?

Mr Grayden (for Mr O'CONNOR) re-
plied:
(1) Yes.
(2) (a) It was found that cars were

not equipped with first aid
kits.

(b) It is proposed to provide first
aid kits and some have al-
ready been supplied.

35. DAYLIGHT SAVING
Assessment

Mr DAVIES, to the Premier:
What action, if any, is the Gov-
ernnment taking to assess the
benefits or otherwise of daylight
saving?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
In view of the Government's
stated intention to hold a refer-
endum. the decision concerning
benefits, or otherwise, is a mat-
ter for the individual person,
organisations and industries In-
volved.
In the meantime, we are noting
any representations received
which, as far as my office is con-
cerned, have been surprisingly
few.

36. REGIONAL EMPLOYMENT
DEVELOPMENT SCHEME

Grants to Local Authorities
Mr BRYCE, to the Premier:
(1) What are the names and positions

of the individuals who have been
appointed to comprise the "State
committee" associated with the
administration of the Australian
Government's regional employ-
ment development scheme?

(2) How many shire councils have
made submissions for grants under
this scheme?

(3) Which shire councils have made
a second or subsequent submission
under the scheme?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) Mr M4. D. Robertson-Director,

Australian Department of
Labour and Immigration.

Mr H. A. Jones-Under Secretary,
State Department of Labour
and Industry.

Mr W. Heron-Assistant Secre-
tany, State Department of
Local Government.

Mr B. J. O'Brien-Director, State
Department of Environmental
Protection.

Mr J. A. Mills--Regional Direc-
tor, Australian Department of
Manufacturing Industry.

Mr E. E. Mulcahy-Director,
Commonwealth Sub-Treasury.

Mr T. D. Ferguson-Australian
Department of Social Security.

Mr J. Graham-Director, Com-
munity Recreation Council of
W.A.

Mr J. Hodgson-Australian De-
partment of Urban and Re-
gional Development.

(2) 56 local authorities have submit-
ted applications in respect of ap-
proximately 400 projects.

(3) About 110 applications from 17
local authorities were dealt with
by the Minister's committee in
Canberra before the State com-
mittee was set up. Since the
State committee was established,
220 proposals from 39 local auth-
orities have been dealt with.
Applications in respect of ap-
proximately 80 projects are still
to be finsilsed, some have been
deferred seeking further informa-
tion, and some are still to be dealt
with.

QUESTIONS (4): WITHOUT NOTICE
1. CLOSE OF SESSION

Target Date
Mr J. T. TONKIN, to the Premier:
(1) When does the Premier anticipate

that the current session of Par-
liament will be brought to a
close?

(2) Is he able to indicate when the
session Is likely to commence next
year?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) Much will depend on the progress

we make today. However, if we
Proceed as we have been doing. I
anticipate we should reach Order
of the Day No. 10 and complete
that today. I understand there
has been a request for some items
to be deferred until next Tuesday.
In which case I would want an-
other discussion with the Leader
of the Opposition about our Pro-
gress. If we make the progress
we hope to do today, I cannot see
any reason that we should not
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complete the session next week
without undue fuss and Pressure.
I think It is fair to say, however.
that If we wish to finish next week
It may be necessary to sit on the
Friday. I hope this will not hap-
pen, but members should be warn-
ed that it may be necessary rather
than to sit for another week.
In regard to our legislative pro-
gramime, possibly one more Bill
will be introduced in addition to
those of which I gave notice to the
Leader of the Opposition. In fact,
It is likely that we will gain one
and lose one. For all practical
purposes our legislative pro-
gramme has been finaised for this
session. I appreciate the oppor-
tunity to inform members that the
notice of motion I gave today In
regard to private members' day is
not intended to curtail the amount
of time available to Opposition
members for private members'
business. I assure members that
If and when the motion is Passed
on Tuesday. It is Intended that
members will have at least as
much time as they would have had
under the normal Standing Orders
for Wednesday afternoons from
2.15 to 6.15 P.m. The Idea of the
motion is to allow greater flexi-
bility to facilitate the handling of
the remaining business on the
notice paper.

(2) So far as the next session is con-
cerned, while I would not like to
be tied to it absolutely, the pie-
sent intention is that we have an
opening of a new session on Thurs-
day, the 13th March, 1975. Thben.
of course, the normal business
would take Place on the following
Tuesday.
I give notice to members so that
they can plan their arrangements
accordingly that It is intended to
adjourn on Thursday, which is
Easter eve. Speaking from mem-
ory, I think It is the 27th March.
Parliament will reassemble on the
following Tuesday week-this is
on the basis that we will have two
full sitting weeks after the official
opening before the Easter break.
I thought I should indicate to
members the length of time in-
volved in the Easter break so that
they might plan their arrange-
ments in their electorates. ALSO.
whatever the finishing date might
be for the Autumn session, it
would be before the May holidays.
I think it is wise to indicate to
members that this will be the pro-
gramme; subject, of course, to the
exigencies of the service, Such as
any emergency of an unpredict-
able nature.

2. SCHOOL EUIhDW2G COMMITEE
Members/p and Meetings

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Educa-
tion:

The Minister indicated there was
no such group as the school build-
ing committee, The committee to
which I am referring consists Of
officers of the Education Depart-
ment and the PWD; It meets to
consider the allocation of finance
for school buildings. I may have
a word wrong in the title of the
committee, but 1[ am sure that
officials In the Education Depart-
ment would know the committee
to which I refer. I ask the Minis-
ter to make inquiries so that the
question may be answered.

Mr MENSAROS replied:
I am quite sure the honourable
member does not expect me to be
familiar with the entire adminis-
tration of the Education Depart-
ment. From memory, the answer
was that if the honourable mem-
ber provided further specifications,
his question will be answered. I
suggest that he either places his
question on the notice paper or
writes to the Minister for Educa-
tion.

3. EASTERN HILLS HIGH
SCHOOL

Fourth Year Subjects
Mr MOILER, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:
(1) How many present 3rd year stud-

ents at Eastern Hills High School
have now indicated that they wish
to do 4th year studies at that
school in 1975?

(2) How many have now Indicated
that they wish to take-
(a) Maths 2 and 3,
(b) Chemistry,
(c) Physics?

(3) In view of the numbers indicated
in "2", will the Minister ensure
that the courses listed In "T'~ will
be available at the school for
1975?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
The Minister for Education thanks
the honourable member for giving
notice of the question and pro-
vides the following answer-
(1) 48.
(2) (a) 8.

(b) 10.
(e) 10.
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(3) The reasons which have been
expressed previously stil
apply. Unless It can be estab-
lshed that changed circum-
stances exist, the previous
decision must stand.

4. SITTINGS OP THE HOUSE
Friday, the 22nd November

Mr J7. T. TONKIN, to the Premier:
I think all members would like to
know whether It Is Intended that
the Parliament will sit tomorrow
and, if so, what are to be the
sitting times.

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
I thank the Leader of the Oppos-
ition for his understanding co-
operation, brought on by lots of
experience. We will not be sit-
ting tomorrow; I have given notice
only of the possibility-I hope It
will not be necessary-of sitting
tomorrow week.

RESERVES BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 19th Novem-
bed.

MR M. D. EVANS (Warren) [2.45 p.m.]:
The Reserves Bill Is one of the last Bills
to be Introduced In a session; Its Purpose
Is to ensure that dealings with either the
ratification or the exchange of land can
be carried out at the last moment and in-
cludes as many departments as Possible so
that these matters will not have to be
stood over for a period of 12 months. This
Bill brings seven matters before Parlia-
ment, each dealing with "A"-class reserves.

The first item which appears Is one of
considerable interest and has far-reaching
historical significance. The endowment
lands made available for educational pur-
poses in the early days of this State were
not very many in number; however, In the
course of time, they provided funds and
sites for educational purposes in Western
Australia. Of the 58 sites that remain, 44
are held in fee simple and 34 are still under
"A!'-class reserve classification.

The schedule to the Bill Indicates the
far-ranging spread of towns which are
affected by this amendment, the purpose
of which is to down-grade existing "A"-
class sites to "C"-class reserves which
means that in future the trustees will not
be obliged to go through the Inconvenience
of bringing the matter before this House
should they want something done. This
should expedite the operation on their
part and we have no objection to it.

The second matter deals with the StIrI-
Ing Range National Park and involves a
comparatively simple transfer whereby two
small areas which contain oustanding flora
will be brought Into one more compact

reserve area; they are to be exchanged for
another particular area with the adjacent
landholder. There can be no objection to
this proposal as it will facilitate the admin-
istration of the national park area.

Clause 4 seeks to provide for the con-
struction of an entrance to a pumping
station in Adelaide Terrace. In so doing.
it will take a strip five metres wide from
the existing reserve. This strip will be
taken from Reserve No. 17826 and I as-
suime that as the Perth City Council is
involved in this matter, there would be no
objection.

In 1971, the Esperance Bay Historical
Society requested a site for a museum. The
Reserves Act, 1971, provided for the exci-
sion of a small section of land. However,
it was subsequently found that neither the
superphosphate works nor the historical
society was satisfied with that area; both
organisations were put in a somewhat em-
barrassing position because a considerable
amount of research had been entered into
and the buffer zone that was originally
Provided around the superphosphate works
was excised. The management of the
superphosphate company expressed its de-
sire to retain the status quo and offered
$1 000 to the historical society to assist
it to become re-established elsewhere and
to compensate it for any dlmfcultles caused.

This was perhaps a little unfortunate.
and it did seems that a form of coercion
was involved. However, I do not think
that was the case at all. I think that in
the interests of allaying the embarrass-
ment that has been caused to everybody,
including the Lands Department, it is high
time the matter was cleared up.

We can see no objection to this, as the
original site which was excised in 1971,
will be included in the buffer area which
is a6 class "A" reserve. So, if there are
any thoughts that the company might
have been looking at the long term to ob-
tain a portion of this land for industrial
purposes, I would point out that the
matter will still have to be brought before
this Parliament in a future Reserves Bill.
To that extent the situation is safeguarded,
and I do not think we have any cause for
undue concern that the matter will not
be handled in a proper and correct manner.
I hope this will allay any concern.

Clause 6 deals with an area in the
electorate of Katanning. It involves the
Shire of Kojonup, in that there is a
transference of vesting of Reserve No.
24939'at Farrar Siding. The member for
Hatanning is satisfied that the shire coun-
cl has been properly consulted, and lhe has
no objection. The transfer of vesting Is
to the satisfaction of all the parties in-
volved.

Clause 7 involves the electorate of the
minister himself. I have no doubt the
matter has been covered adequately from
everybody's point of view, and that it is
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to the satisfaction of all who are asso-
ciated with it. It would appear that the
reserve, as originally set up in 1908, con-
tained 5.276 1 hectares. This is Reserve
No. 1275; and over the years it has been
steadily eroded for use as a cemetery and
Public works depot. The original area
has been reduced by the activities that
became necessary. Now it would appear
there is an area of 9 837 square metres to
be set aside for recreation should the
need arise. The remainder of the original
portion has been used for the purposes
mentioned in the notes accompanying the
Reserves Bill.

Unless some exceptional circumstances
arise there is no objection to this course
being followed, and provision is made for
the 9 637 square metres to be set aside
for recreational purposes.

The final clause In the Bill involves the
Kalbarri National Park. This has become
one of the most popular tourist spots in
the State, and it will continue to develop
in popularity. The pressure for caravan
Parking facilities will increase steadily.
The pressure will become even greater
when the Eyre Highway is completely
sealed and the caravan traffic from the
Eastern States Increases in volume as ex-
pected. The problem is meeting, not the
convenience, but the necessary require-
ments under the Health Act in providing
a caravan park at Red Bluff.

What is required is an additional area
of deep sand, so that drainage and waste
can be disposed of, because at the present
time such disposal is rather difficult in
view of the nature of the soil and the ter-
rain of the area.

A caravan park is a prerequisite for
the area. Perhaps some small criticism
could be levelled at the proposal to reduce
the reserve by the amount indicated, but
that would be offset to a great degree by
the benefit and convenience that will re-
sult in the provision of adequate caravan
facilities.

These are the matters which have been
presented by the Minister for Lands in the
1974 Reserves Hill. The Opposition takes
no exception to any of the provisions, and
we support the measure.

MR RIDGE (Kimberley-Minister for
Lands) (2.58 p.m.]: Times and circum-
stances change, and quite often because
of the fact that many of the class "A"
reserves throughout the State were cre-
ated in the early history of Western Aus-
tralia It becomes necessary to alter the
boundaries of these reserves so as to put
the land to better use.

Fortunately 'our system rela ting to re-
serves makes this possible: in other words,
there is same elasticity. Although some
of the changes set out In the Bill have, In
fact, been adopted in principle it is neces-
sary for them to be given the blessing of

this House. It is for this reason that these
matters have been brought to the atten-
tion of the House as is usual each year.

I would like to express my appreciation
to the Opposition for Its support of the
Bill. I commend it to the House.

Question Put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill Passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr

Ridge (Minister for Lands), and trans-
mitted to the Council.

STATE FORESTS

Revocation a/ Dedication: Motion

MR RIDGE (Kimberley-Minister for
Forests) (3.00 p.m.]: Having tabled the
proposal for the partial revocation of cer-
tain forests, I move-

That the proposal for the partial
revocation of State Forests Nos. 4, 22,
24, 30, 32, 36, 38, 39, 64 and 65 laid
on the Table of the Legislative
Assembly by command of His Excel-
lency the Lieutenant Governor and
Administrator on Tuesday 19th Nov-
ember, 1974 be carried out.

MR BRYCE (Ascot) [3.01 P.m.]: The
Opposition has no intention to move for an
adjournment of the debate on this motion.
Like the Reserves Bill, it is an annual
matter which comes before the Parlia-
ment. In this instance we are concerned
with the routine amendment to the bourn-
daries of State forests. Opposition mem-
bers, particularly those Interested in this
matter, have studied the details of the
alterations and have found no objection.
It is worth drawing attention to the fact
that in this instance 13 alterations are to
be made to the boundaries in eight or
nine different parts of the State.

Two changes are to be made in Collie,
the first involving 86 hectares. This has
become necessary because of a revival of
interest in horse racing In the area. The
local shire has expressed a desire to estab-
lish a racetrack and to achieve this objec-
tive an exchange of pieces of land is to
be made between the local shire and the
State Government.

The second amendment in Collie in-
volves 71 hectares of land and is associ-
ated with the decision to expand the Mills
power station.

One minor area at Mundijong Involves
less than one hectare. It is a minor pocket
of land between two private blocks. It is
apparently swampy country and is not of
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great value to the Forests Department and
is being banded over to a private individual
for the extension of his orchard.

In Bridgetown an area of .9 hectare is
involved, and this amendment Interest-
ingly enough rectifies a fencing error
which was made over 30 years ago. The
error at the time was in favour of a
Private landowner who, I understand, wml
pay now, 30 years later, some money to the
Forests Department for this purpose.

In Mani imup three alterations are to be
made, the first involving 14.8 hectares be-
cause the PWVD desires to extend the
catchment area for the Manjirnup, water
supply. The second involves 4.4 hectares
and is necessary because an SEC sub-
station is required as a result of the estab-
lishment of the wood chipping industry.
The third Involves .3 hectare and is neces-
ary because of the need for a realignment
of the railways between ManJimup and
Northcliffe.

At Pemberton a couple of minor altera-
tions are to be made, the first involving
10.5 hectares. This area was formerly re-
quired by the Forests Department for
access to the forests, but it is no longer
required. The second is an area of 9.3
hectares and this again is a straighout
exchange of land between the Forests
Department and a farmer. In this instance
the exchange will be of benefit to both
parties.

In Denmark a piece of land comprising
9.3 hectares is no longer required in the
Denmark water catchmnent area because
of an amendment to the actual catchmnent
zone.

A minor amendment involving 19.6
hectares is required at Wanneroo to create
a reserve for a water supply; and at Gin-
gin a rather sizeable alteration involving
2 590 hectares is to be made. From the
description the Minister laid on the Table
of the House we appreciate that the land
is not Particularly good forest country. It
certainly does not bear any marketable
timber of any quantity, and is to be re-
designated as a flora and fauna reserve.

Those on this side of the House appreci-
ate the lucid details provided in the papers
tabled by the Minister which describe
exactly why the pieces of land are beirig
excised or removed from the various
forests. The reasons are justifiable and
functional and we have no objection to the
motion.

MR. T. Hi. JONES (Collie) (3.05 p im.]:
I do not wish to delay the House, but Idesire to express appreciation to the
former Minister for his part in having the
two areas in Collie excised. I also wish
to thank the present Minister for con-
tinuing the policy initiated by the former
Minister.

Those In Collie are very happy about
the exchange of land for racetrack pur-
poses. The race club was active for many
years, but the tract was taken over by
the golf club and so it has been necessary
for the Collie Shire, in conjunction with
the steering committee of the race club,
to look for another area. I was very happy
to be associated with the project and was
able to take the former Minister to Collie
for an investigation of the area which the
Collie Shire desired to swap for a piece of
forestry land. I am appreciative that the
Present Minister has agreed to the
proposal.

I am certain that the decision will meet
with the approval not only of the people
vitally concerned with the re-establishment
of the race club in Colle, but also the
townspeople and the local authority.

I Just wish to record my appreciation
to the former Minister for his Part in the
exchange, and to the present Minister for
agreeing to the proposal.

MR RIDGE (Kimberley-Minlster for
Forests) (3.07 pm.): I1 express my
appreciation to the members of the
Opposition who have gone along with the
motion as presented. I purposely did not
speak to the motion when I introduced it
because details of each of the proposals
had been tabled and were available to
members.

I would like the House to know that the
Forests Department does not readily agree
to excisions unless it is for a very good
reason because with the overcut of hard-
wood from the State forests it is quite
obvious we should be trying to acquire
land, not to dispose of it. Fortunately
this is occurring, but It is not brought to
notice when this motion is being discussed.

I did try this morning to acquire the
figures for this year, but unfortunately
they were not available because I did not
give the department suffcient notice.
However, I am advised that last year 13
additions were made to State forests and
after allowing for the excisions which took
place last year a net gain of 3 '795 hectares
was made, and this is a considerable area.

I cannot compare the gain of this year
with that of last year, but I anticipate it
will be a reasonable one and I am hopeful
that this Policy will continue in the future.
because obviously we must ensure we have
additional pine plantings each year to
keep up with the demands which will be
made upon the forests reserves in view
of the overcut of hardwood. I commend
the motion.

Question Put and passed.

Resolution transmitted to
and its concurrence desired
motion by Mr Ridge (Minister

the Council
therein, on

for Forests).
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WTINDOWIE CHARCOAL IRON
INDUSTRY SALE AGREEMENT BIL11

Second Reading
MR MENSAROS (Floreat-Mbinister for

Industrial Development) t3.09 p.m.]: I
move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

The Bill before us has been framed to per-
form two functions: firstly, to ratify the
agreement for the sale of the Wundowie
charcoal iron Industry set out in the
schedule to the Bill; and secondly, to make
appropriate amendments to the Wood Dis-
tillation and Charcoal Iron and Steel
Industry Act. 1043, arising from the terms
of that sale. The signiftcant matter Is, of
course, the agreement and I Propose now
to deal with It In some detail.

It will be noted that the agreement Is
made between the State. Agnew Clough
Limited, and Mt. Dempster Mining Pty'.
LWd

Agnew Clough is a substantial and
highly regarded Western Australian com-
pany, and Mt. Dempster Is Its wholly-
owned subsidiary. I will give an explan-
ation of these arrangements later, but
suffice It to say at this stage that mt.
Dempster currently holds the mineral
claims the subject of the agreement.

The agreement Is much more than just
a contract of sale. It Is a document which
can lead to the achievement of several
major objectives; namely, the continuance
of the charcoal iron industry under the
management of a Western Australian com-
pany on terms which are quite attractive
to the State, Including an obligation to3
develop and expand that Industry; the de-
velopment of a new $12 million mining and
processing venture to produce vanadium
pentoxide; and the eventual production at
Wundowle of a range of vanadium alloys
and special steels-

I regard these objectives as of extreme
Importance to Western Australia. The de-
velopment of a new mining project at
Coates Siding, with significant production
of minerals and metals at Wundowle, will
be of considerable economic benefit to the
state.

However, the greatest benefits will be
apparent In the town of Wundowle where
there is a community of some 1 400 people,
Including many families who have grown
to three generations. I believe that the
development proposals embodied in this
agreement will give the people of Wun-
dowle an Increased degree of economic
Security for the future--a considerably
more secure future than would be the case
if they continued to rely solely on the
Charcoal Iron and Steel Industry and Its
associated operations.

These objectives and benefits are the
basis of the Government's decision to sell
the charcoal iron industry-to which I will
refer as "the industry". when they are

considered In the light of the drain that
the Industr has been on the State's finan-
cial resources over the years, it can be seen
that the decision was a sound one.

The sale of the Industry to Agnew
Clough stemmed originally from that
company's studies of Its Coates Biding van-
adium mining project. Because of the
marginal nature of the project if developed
as a separate entity, the company looked
around for alternatives and concluded that
buying the charcoal iron industry would
be a practical solution to the problem.

The rationale behind this move Is simple,
and is common practice in industry. By
combining two marginal operations and
sharing administrative costs, Infrastruc-
ture, transport facilities, and the like, the
combined operation achieves economic via-
bility which could not be attained by
either of the industries separately.

It Is Pertinent here for me to mention
something of the history of the Industry
and its current operations and financial
position. The Industry was established as
a Government enterprise on a pilot scale In
1945 to meet a need for locally produced
Pig Iron and, simultaneously, to provide an
economic use for timber which was uin-
suitable for milling. Although the Industry
has expanded from the pilot stage it Is,
even today, not quite large enough to be
able to achieve economic stability in the
long term.

The industry has three main areas of
operation which are closely integrated.
The first is the Production of charcoal
Iron. It Is sought on international mark-
ets and also provides a ready source of
high-grade Pig Iran for use in Western
Australian foundries. The Industry does
some foundry work Itself. The second Is
the Production of chemicals as a by-pro-
duct of the manufacture of charcoal. The
industry manufactures acetic acid, meth-
anol, some tars, and other organic chem-
icals. The third is the sawusilling venture
which was established to make economic
use of millable timber which was cut at
the same time as nonmillable quality for
the manufacture of charcoal.

It is no secret that the industry has
continued to operate unprofitably and is
also costing the State money In rail freight
subsidies. At this stage, the company Is
taking over a State undertaking which
has an established history of losses. The
Industry's total loss, based on the revised
1972 accounts, amounts to $5 799 968. This
is a combination of a capital lass brought
about through the writing down of assets,
a revenue loss which includes sums previ-
ously written off by the State, a contribu-
tion from the Consolidated Revenue Fund,
and a minor Commonwealth grant made
for experimental purposes-

The sale of the Industry will relieve the
State of an undertaking which has been
a continual liability and will also remove
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the need to provide further capital to fin-
ance expansion to Improve the economics
of the industry. Further losses in the
future would be inevitable if the industry
were continued on its present scale.

While on the subject of finance it is
opportune to deal with the direct financial
consideration of the sale as set out in
clause 503) of the agreement. Under that
clause the company has agreed to pay the
State $390 000 within six years after the
sale date. I will give an explanation of
the sale date later on but at this point I
mention that it is the date on which the
Company will take over the industry as a
going concern.

As a further part of the cash considera-
tion, on takeover the company will become
responsible for the repayment of loans to
the industry totalling $700 000, in regard
to which the State will remain guarantor.
The loans are set out in the seventh
schedule to the agreement.

I also Point Out that the takeover in-
volves acceptance by the company of all
assets and liabilities with the exception of
capital totalling $1 227 862 Provided from
the General Loan Fund. This amount is
to be dealt with at an appropriate time
in the future. in a manner yet to be
determined by the State.

Before I expand on the remaining
details of the agreement I would like to
emphasise that the welfare of existing
employees and the economic future of
Wundowie and the families who live there
have been of prime importance in the
negotiations which have led to the sale
of the industry. As part of the considera-
tion under clause 503), Agnew Clough ac-
cepts all liability as at the sale date f or
the Payment of employee entitlements in-
cluding annual leave, long service leave.
sick leave, superannuation or pension
benefits, and salaries and wages.

In addition to accepting these obliga-
tions, under clause 9 the company has
undertaken to accept re-engagement of all
present employees of the industry on
identical wages and salaries and on terms
and conditions which, quite obviously,
must, and will be, no less favourable than
those available under appropriate awards
in Private industry. Negotiations with the
unions have already reached an advanced
stage. It Is quite likely that the employees
will be retained on conditions very little
different from those they have always
enjoyed.

I have mentioned that the date on which
the company is to take over the industry
is known as the sale date. This date is
established under clause 4(1) of the agree-
ment under which It is the last of four
alternative dates; namely, the date of ap-
proval of Proposals for a vanadium in-
dustry: the date of approval of evidence

as to project finance. etc.: the date on
which the Bill before the House is passed
as an Act: or the 1st January, 1975.

The sense of purpose of the company
is demonstrated by the fact that it has
already lodged with me its vanadium in-
dustry proposals under clause 3 (1) (a). In
full anticipation of this Bill being passed
as an Act in time for me to approve them
before the 1st January. 1975, that date
will become the last date under clause
4(0) and thus will become the sale date.

In approving the proposals before me,
the company becomes committed to the
minimum scale of Production required
under clause 8(2); namely, the initial es-
tablishment of sufficient equipment and
capacity to achieve an output of not less
than one million kilograms of vanadium
pentoxide per year. The Company must
achieve this rate of production within 2*
years of the agreement coming into opera-
tion or it is in default.

However, I am pleased to Say that it
is the company's intention, depending on
the outcome of negotiations with potential
joint venturers, in fact to establish a plant
with a capacity of up to five million kilo-
grams per year of vanadium pentoxide,
and this is within the same time scale
required under the agreement. The com-
pany has undertaken to provide further
details,-comimensurate with the require-
ments of the proposals clause-when it
has reached agreement with its joint ven-
turers.

The participants joining in the venture
with Agnew Clough will be a wholly owned
subsidiary of British O)xygen Company
Limited, a nominee of the Mitsui group Of
Japan, and possibly a third overseas party
yet to be named. The foreign participants
will together hold not more than 48 per
cent of the venture which will continue to
be managed by Agnew Clough. Common-
wealth approval has already been given to
the foreign interest in the venture.

I should make it clear that the Joint
venture relates only to the vanadium de-
velopment project and not to the charcoal
iron Industry and its offshoots.

Clause 8(3) of the agreement provides
for the company to report annually to
the Minister on its progress with a feasi-
blity study for a second stage of develop-
ment, with final proposals to be submitted
within five years of the agreement coming
into operation.

The second stage of development could
involve Production of ferrovanadium pro-
ducts including special steels and alloys.

Because the mineral deposits the com-
pany proposes to work at Coates Siding are
titaniferrous magnetite, the output from
the Wundowie plant will Include vanadium,
titanium, and iron Products.

The integration of the two industries will
also heighten prospects of titanium and
vanadium alloys and of other special steels.
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The State's obligations in respect of con-
tinued assistance to the industry are gen-
erally less than those obligations which the
State currently has in respect of the in-
duskry as a State-owned venture. They
are detailed in clauses 10, 11, and 15 of
the agreement.

Obligations which the State has to the
existing industry, and which will be con-
tinued without change, include the grant-
ing of firewood licenses for charcoal pro-
duction, the supply of water, continuing
the rail access from Koolyanobbing, and
the provision of housing at Wundowie as
funds permit.

Obligations which the State has to the
existing industry which will be curtailed
under the agreement include the granting
of a sawmill Permit for an assured term
of three years only and the continuation
of the existing rail freight subsidy on the
transport of iron ore from Koolyanobbing
to Wundowie until the company ration-
alises its transport system, but in any
event for not longer than six years after
the agreement comes into operation.

I am Pleased to be able to say that, as
events have subsequently transpired, even
this obligation will be short lived as the
company has reached agreement in princi-
Ple with Australian Iron and Steel for a
rationalised transport arrangement, link-
Ing in with AIS ore trains to Swinana and
backloading to Wundowie on company pig
Iron trucks. The subsidy should be neces-
sary for no longer than the period re-
quired to implement the rationalisation
scheme--some nine months.

Other State obligations include the pro-
vision of additional services generally
within the normal policies of the State de-
partments and instrumentalitie.- affected.
These include the Provision of additional
electricity supplies, the provision of natural
gas if and as it becomes available, and the
issue of road transport licenses.

It will be appreciated that timber rights
to enable charcoal production form a very
significant part of the agreement. As I
have mentioned, provision has been made
in the agreement for Agnew Clough to
continue to have access to milling timber
in State forest areas for a Period of three
years from the date of sale of the Char-
coal Iron and Steel Industry. The indus-
try has relied on profitable oucrations of
its mill in recent times and the company
has been given assured continuity of these
operations for a limited time while it con-
solidates its position in the production of
charcoal iron.

More important to the company are its
continuing rights to timber for the Pro-
duction of charcoal, which is considered
to be a most desirable reductant for the
production of pig iron. As a means of
stretching available resources of charcoal
timber the company has arced to ex-
amine the Possibility of using a percentage
of char from Collie coal, which would

allow the industry to achieve an indefinite
life while minimi'ing the impact on the
State's forestry reserves.

The company is also investigating inde-
pendent forestry operations on land which
has previously been cut over, to regenerate
the forest progressively to provide a long-
term continuing timber resource for the
industry.

Strict hygiene measures, controlled by
the Conservator of Forests under the terms
of the company's forest licenses, will apply
to the Project to Prevent the further
spread of dieback during the time the in-
dustry continues to mill timber and to
produce charcoal from State forest re-
serves.

Because of the continuing spread of die-
back in State forests near Perth, and the
increasing salinity of water running off
cut-over forest catchment areas, it is
essential that further timber cutting be
carefully managed and controlled. In
view of the small proportion of the catch-
ment which is State-controlled its effcc-
tive management is of paramount impor-
tance.

The company is conscious of the need
to conserve and protect State forest re-
serves and fully supports appropriate
measures to be taken by the conservator.

I will now deal with those clauses in
the agreement on which I have not yet
touched or which may require some
further explanation or clarification.

It will be noted that clause 3 requires
the company or its wholly-owned subsidi-
ary, Mt. Dempster, to submit the detailed
proposals of the vanadium venture men-
tioned earlier. The agreement is worded
in this way to open the option to Agnew
Clough to retain its vanadium interests
In the name of Mt. Dempster, the present
holder of the mineral claims, and to sim-
plify the undertaking by Mt. Dempster to
enter into the covenants set out in clause
4(3).

Clause 5 and the schedule contain des-
criptions of the assets being sold and, as
I have mentioned, the consideration being
paid for them. This clause also includes
provision to permit a nominated company
-as defined under clause 1-to act as a
purchaser on behalf of Agnew Clough, but
the nominated company will not he Mt.
Dempster Mining.

In clause 6 the State warrants the
accounts and standing of the industry at
the time of sale, and clause 7 details the
actions to be taken by the State In trans-
ferring assets to the company after the
sale date.

There are various primary obligations
under clause 8 which I have already cov-
ered. To sumnmarise them, the company
is to continue the production of pig Iran
at Wundowle and is to use its best en-
deavours to develop and expand the Wun-
dowie Industry. It Is required to construct
its vanadium Plant and operate it and is
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bound to continue with its feasibility studies
for the further development of its vana-
diumn venture. It must report progress
annually to the Minister and within five
years submit proposals in respect of this
expansion.

One of the most important clauses in
the agreement is clause 9. As I have men-
tioned, in this clause the company under-
takes to accept Into Its employment the
present work force of Wundowie and,
thereafter, to use its best endeavours to
maintain, as a minimum, a similar number
of employees in the combined Wundowie
facility.

Clause 14 Is significant in that it allows
the State to limit its obligations In regard
to assisting the combined pig iron and
vanadium industry, should the company
fail either to develop further this vana-
dium venture or to continue in the produc-
tion of pig Iron.

Clause 16 enables the board to continue
business between the date of the agree-
ment and the sale date, at the same time
Protecting the Interests of the company.
and clause 17 describes details to be sup-
plied to the company on sale date in
respect of existing operations.

Clause 18 Is an Important clause in
which the State takes first and second
mortgages and charges over the industry
to secure the company's financial liabilities
In respect of its debt to the State of
$390 000 and the loans guaranteed by the
State.

Clause 19 requires the company to keep
the charcoal iron and steel industry in-
sured and well maintained.

Clause 27 defines the State's position in
the event of the company being in default
of any of its obligations. under the agree-
ment. In this clause the State has the
right to take back the industry without
compensation being paid, or, alternatively,
to make right any fault and charge the
company. It should be noted that pro-
vided the company performs its obliga-
tions. subclause (3) of this clause limits
the operation of the clause to six years.

The remaining clauses I have not men-
tioned are for the most part standard
clauses found in most of the major mineral
development agreements written by the
State and should not require explanation.

My only remaining comments relate to
the provisions of the ratifying Bill wherein
It will be noted that under clause 4 it is
proposed that the Treasurer be constituted
the board in lieu of the arrangements under
the present Act.

This will enable the Treasurer to remain
guarantor In accordance with the guaran-
tees provided under the Act and will
simplify administration of the "back-to-
back" repayment of loans from company
to State to lender pursuant to the provi-
sions of clause 5 (3) (b) of the agreement.

To summarize, it Is apparent that the
benefits which accrue to the State through
this agreement are substantial. The de-
velopment it Involves will provide Wun-
dowle with a secure economic future; It
will allow the operations of' the Wundowie
charcoal iron and steel industry to be
rationalized and placed on an economic
basis; It will lead to the production of a
range of iron alloys not before made in
Western Australia, and It will substantially
eliminate the State's liability for further
expenditure on the Wundowie project.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr

Mclver.

EDUCATION ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 30th October.

ME T. D. EVANS (Kalgoorlie) [3.38
p.m.]-. This Bill and the one accompany-
Ing it both have features which are de-
signed to facilitate the implementation of
the Government's policy which is now
called the policy relating to pre-primary
school centres. Indeed, the function of
the Bill to amend the Education Act Is
100 per cent devoted to that purpose. The
measure following this one-the Pre-
School Education Act Amendment Bill-
to which I would like to make some refer-
ence,' contains one other feature which is
not related to this purpose, but related
only to the better organizing and conduct-
ing of the domestic elections of represen-
tatives to that board.

With your concurrence, Mr Speaker, be-
cause that is the only feature not common
to both measures, and in order that I may
not waste the time of the House, I will
take the opportunity now to make my
comments on both Bills.

The SPEAKER: That will be satisfac-
tory.-

Mr T. D. EVANS: The Government's
policy, now called a policy to provide pre-
primary school centres, was introduced by
the Premier with an election manifesto of
which I have only a photocopy. Com-
ment has been made previously that this
document is not page numbered so one
has to rely on headings. However, under
the heading of "Primary Schools" -thls
being a subheading under the heading of
"Education"-we find the following-

In primary schools we will lower
the admission age to the year In
which the child turns five.

No reference is made there to the term
"1primary school": indeed, if It were, of
course the two would have been In con-
flict.

it has been said before that In couching
its policy in such terms for the primary
school-that is. it will lower the admission
age to the year in which the child attained
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the age of five-the Government deliber-
ately Intended to mislead the people, seek-
Ing to have them believe that it was the
Government's Intention that the child
when he attained the age of five would
in fact be exposed to the formal curricu-
lum to which the grade I child Is now
exposed.

That this was the feeling at large In
the conununity when the Government's
Policy was announced can be evidenced by
the fact that It appears quite clearly this
view was held by the large body of teach-
ers in this State-primary school teachers
in particular-because at the last confer-
ence of the State School Teachers' Union
held in August of this year, this belief
was so widespread and so fInnly held, that
the union passed a resolution indicating
to the Minister for Education that if he
proceeded, or persisted, with this policy,
the teachers would be instructed to refuse
to admit or to enrol in the primary schools
five-year-olds commencing the following
year.

Mr Clarko: What was the reason for
that? They read and listened.

Mr T. D3. EVANS: If the honourable
member cannot understand what has
already been told hint I do not intend to
waste my time explaining the matter to
him.

Mr Clarko: I can understand.
Mr T, D3. EVANS: There Is a motion

standing in my name on the notice paper
condemning the Government for Its edu-
cation policies. I seek to make no further
reference to that except to say that when
he made his contribution to the debate
early in August the member for Karrin-
yup then showed signs--whether he 'was,
authorised by his party to do so or not
I do not know-of qualifying that policy.

I have read and reread the honourable
member's speech with a considerable
amount of interest. I was looking for the
term "primaxy school"; but it was lie
searching for a nugget of gold, because it
Just did not appear. There was evidence,
however, that a change of mind was al-
ready taking place. As a matter of fact
when the honourable member was making
his speech I made a cryptic note to the
effect that "the member for Karrlnyup is
already rewriting the policy".

Mr Clarko: I was a member of the corn-
mittee, and we never Intended a formal
programme of education with tbe children.
We deliberately indicated this even if the
people did not accept it.

Mr T. D. EVANS: When discussing an-
other education matter yesterday the hon -
curable member gave further evidence of
his willingness to rewrite the policy, and
on this occasion he prefaced his remarks
by saying he did not know whether this
was Liberal Party policy-in fact, I think
he went further and said it was not-but

If a transfer took place and If there were
some-and the Plowden Committee of In-
quiry' suggests there would be many-who
would not be mature enough to move from
the primary school to the secondary
school provision would be made for them
to stay behind in the primary school. That
Is what the honourable member said.

The point I am making is that in his
speech as early as August this year the
member for Karrinyup indicated there
was a change in Policy.
Sitting suspended Iromn 3.45 to 4.04 p.

Mr T. D3. EVANS, I believe I have pro-
duced quite cogent evidence to show that
this part of the policy of the Government
-the part which formns the subject of the
Bill to amend the Education Act-had
undergone a change. I know I drifted a
little away from the subject, but I can
detect a change emerging in respect of
the other policy about which I spoke yes-
terday afternoon. Having heard the mem-
ber for Karrlnyup speak yesterday, I make
that forecast now.

Yesterday I made the point that the
Leader of the Country Party had clearly
set out to demonstrate the individuality
of his party by declaring its policy in re-
spect of the transfer of 1i-year-olds to be
quite distinct from that of the Liberal
Party. That may have been by chance, or
he may well have been aware that the
Liberal Party was to announce Its policy
subsequently. However, when the Leader of
the Country Party spoke on the admission
of children into primary schools he was
fully in possession of the facts and what
the Liberal Party had promised. The Lib-
eral Party had announced its Intentions
some weeks prior to the election with re-
gard to the admission of five -year-olds
into primary schools.

Armed with that knowledge, the Leader
of the Country Party, in his manifesto,
made the Point that the commencement
age for formal schooling should be in the
year in which a child turns six. Whilst
the Country Party may well be in trouble
over the transfer of i1-year-olds, because
of the drastic change taking place in res-
pect of the Liberal Party policy, it is in
no trouble at all with regard to five-year-
aids. There has been a drastic change.
The Government does not intend to have
five-year-old children enter primary
schools, as was strongly suggested In the
Liberal Party manifesto. So the Leader of
the Country Party is not In any real
trouble, at least with regard to that par-
ticular part of the policy.

Mr McPharlin: Both policies advocated
voluntary pre-school education.

Mr T. n. EVANS: I must be mistaken
because I could not find any reference to
pre-school education at all.

Mr MePharlin: it is there; I will show
It to the honourable member later.
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Mr T. D. EVANS: I will not argue on
that point. The two Bills to which I have
referred seek to give effect to the imple-
mentation of a new Policy. The new
policy concerns five-pear-olds.

The amendments to the Education Act
are, in fact, three In number. The first
will provide that a pre-primary centre, as
it is now to be known, shall be deemed to
be a Government school. In other words.
whilst the definition of a Government
school includes other orthodox Government
schools, it is Intended that it will include
also a pre-primary centre. It Is to be
made clear, for the purposes of section 13
of the parent Act, that attendance at a
pre-primary centre will not be compulsory.
The Bill will ensure also that any regula-
tions made pursuant to the Education Act
will encompass pre-primary centres.

Whilst analysing the provisions of the
Eml, I observed that apart from the
amendments to section 11 of the principal
Act-that is, the Pme-School Education
Act-the Bill will also amend the defini-
tion of a pre-school centre. It is intended
to exclude from the definition of a pre-
school centre a pre-primary centre. I do
not intend to make any specific or direct
reference to that part of the Bill.

The concept of a pre-primary centre, of
course, Is relatively new. I made the point
that when the Minister, and the member
for Karrinyup, replied to my earlier motion
neither used the term, "pre-primary
centre". So, a change in policy Is emerg-
ing and we may see something different
yet before the policy is put Into operation.
However, I make the point in case some-
thing which I say now may be meaning-
less later, having regard for the changes
which may well take place.

Whilst the concept of a pre-primary
centre is new to Western Australia, it is
not new to Queensland. It appears that
the Western Australian Government is
borrowing the concept from Queensland. I
base my judgment on a report issued by
the graduate representative on the Pre-
School Education Board, and issued to
teachers teaching in pre-school centres.
The report was prepared by Mrs Jones, the
Director of Kindergartens in this State. I
believe the report Is the result of a visit
by Mrs Jones, some time this year, to a
conference in Queensland.

Mr Bryce: The conference was In Sep-
tember.

Mr T. D. EVANS: I do not intend to
read the whole of the report prepared by
Mrs Jones, but I consider the Government
should take notice and ensure that what
is happening in that State will not happen
in this State, with regard to pre-primary
centres. I will read the Preamble to the
report, which is headed, "Ne-School Edu-
cation provided by Education Department,
Queensland". It is as follows--

I made many contacts, asked many
questions and obtained a great deal

of Information from professional pre-
school people who are working within
both the Education Department and
the Creche and Kindergarten Asso-
ciation.

I found a most unhappy situation
had developed, with an apparent
future take-over of al we-school edu-
cation by the Department and a feeling
of concern that the Department Is
offcially lowering standards set up by
Pre-school professionals over a log
Period of time.

Some of the complaints are:
(1) Provision of nre-school centres

(2)

(3)

in school grounds with in-
adequate outdoor Play apace.
Placing inexperienced teachers
in charge of centres.
Developing stereotyped curri-
culum, with set Indoor and
outdoor Periods.

(4) Concentrating In indoor acti-
vities, with very little provi-
sion for outdoor learning
situations.

(5) U~p service only to A.P.A.
standards and a genera! de-
velopment of new standards
regarded as sub-standard by
A.P.A. criteria.

I make the point that the Australian Pre-
School Association standard has been writ-
ten Into the Ne-School Education Act
and all pre-school centres are obliged to
maintain, or at least seek to maintain,
those standards in Western Australia. In
Queensland only lip service has been given
to the A.PA. standards in pre-primary
centres. There is a general development
to a new level which is regarded as sub-
standard by the A.P.A. To continue the
report-

(6) Gradual appropriation of for-
mer Creche & Kindergarten
Centres by encouraging Com-
miAttees to apply to Depart-
ment for "take-over".

(7) EliminatIon of child-free pre-
paration afternoons for tea-
chers, who have children In
two groups, for five mornings
and five afternoons.

Mrs Jones raises other points, but these
are some of the matters about which she
was not happy. The report continues-

Outdoor play areas were very small,
approximately I the area of a normal
W.A. kindergarten play area. Approxi-
mate cost of each conversion: $70 000.

Further on the report states-
When questioned about small play-

grounds, an Education Department
officer informed us that a measure-
ment of 100 sq. ft. per child was being
used, because space was a problem
within school grounds.
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I am sure these are same of the Problems And the Minister confirms my supposition
which will confront the authorities in
Western Australia if the present policy
Is to be applied right across the board.

Mr Clarko: floes the honourable member
know that Mrs Barbara Jones supported
our policy?

Mr T. D. EVANS: Yes, but I make the
Point that the Nott report itself does not
support what the Government is doing.

Mr Clarko: It does, very much so.
Mr T. D. EVANS: I think this is on

page i5 or the report. The honourable
member should read it. I make the point
that the measurement being used was 100
square feet per child because space was
a problem within school rounds. Mrs
Jones Pointed out that this is half the APA
minimum standard of 200 square feet per
child. The report concludes-

Perhaps a warning to W-A. lies in
the combined opinion of a group of
Pme-school teachers in Queensland
who agreed that "the first pilot pre-
school centres in the Education De-
partment scheme were very good and
up to APA standards, but the later
additions seemed to be deteriorating
and not conforming to APA standards
in many areas. The worst feature of
lower standards was the small out-
door Play areas.

I1 have quoted extracts of the report signed
by B. R. Jones, Director of Kindergartens,
Education Board of W.A.

While we were waiting for the change in
the education policy-that is, the admis-
sion of flve-year-olds into primary school
--questions were asked in the House.
Gradually we were able to fill in the
missing gaps and at least we feel we now
know what the Government hopes to
achieve in its pilot schools. It has been a
painful process to try to build up a picture
of the Government's proposals. I submit
that this should have been presented
clearly and dramatically in the first in-
stance.

On the 15th October, my colleague, the
member for Canning, asked certain ques-
tions. I would like to refer to some of these
which are apposite to this debate. The
honourable member asked-

Where does the Minister intend re-
cruiting the teachers necessary to
staff the Pre-primnary school centres?

The reply to this was as follows-
Prom outside the Education Depart-

ment, although any departmental
teacher with the necessary qualifica-
tions could apply.

That certainly suggests that these teach-
ers will be trained in the orthodox Prim-
ary school areas. The next part of the
question reads as follows--

What qualification will these teach-
ers need to possess?

as follows--
Pre-school trained teacher status.

On the 13th November I asked a question
myself. Part of this question reads as fol-
low--

Will the APA standards of 25 maxi-
mum be exceeded?

The answer to that was. "No." I under-
stand from discussions with people close
to those who administer the existing pre-
schools, and who are Involved In helping
the Government Put its policy into effect
in pilot schools, that the full APA stand-
ards will be adopted.

On the 23rd October I asked an inter-
esting question-

Will the normal subsidised fare on
MTT buses applicable to school child-
ren apply to children attending pre-
primary centres in the metropolitan
area?

In answer to this question the Minister
replied-

Assistance will be provided for
children travelling to pre-primary
centres.

I make the point that I hope the Govern-
ment does not deliberately set out to pro-
vide incentives for parents to send their
flve-year-olds to pre-primiary centres as
distinct from the existing pre-school
centres, by the provision of free transport
for children attending pre-prhmary
centres and no such transport facilities for
those attending pre-school centres. If the
Government intends to provide free trans-
port for children attending pre-primary
centres, then it should provide free trans-
port for children attending pre-school
centres, not only in the metropolitan area,
but throughout the whole State whenever
it is appropriate for children to attend
centres of this type.

My colleague In another place, the Hon.
R. V. Claughton. asked a question yester-
day-

Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to abolish the levy on children
attending approved pre-school centres
in 1975?

I was shocked to see that the answer given
to that question was, "No."

The Hill before us clearly demonstrates
that attendance at pre-primary centres
will not only be on a voluntary basis, but
also it will be free because pre-primary
centres will be deemed to be Government
schools. We know that the State Govern-
ment is in possession of moneys from the
Australian Governiment-and paid. I be-
lieve, on the 1st July this Year-made
available as a result of a request from the
Tonkin Government to enable us. if we
continued to remain in office, to abolish
the levy in two steps. The first step would
have been to halve the levy In July of
this year, and I believe the State Govern-
ment did use some of the money for this
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purpose. It was our policy to abolish com-
pletely the levy from the beginning of
1975. In other words, after this year no
levy at all would be Payable.

The State Government took the first
step, using money available from the Aus-
tralian Government, but according to the
statement made by its Minister, it does
not intend to abolish the remaining levy
on parents in 1975. It is wrong for the
Government to attempt to set up a bar-
rier between the pre-primary centres and
the existing pre-school centres. it will do
this if it maintains the levy at pre-school
centres and it provides free transport for
those children attending pre-primary
centres but not for the children attending
pre-school centres.

I come to the point that the Govern-
ment intends to adopt the standards of
the APA in full by providing that attend-
ance at pre-primary centres will be on a
voluntary basis and free of charge to the
parents who desire their children to have
this form of pre-school education imparted
within the environment of a primary
school. I have tried in the past to look at
this matter clinically, but if we look at
it analytically, we must come to the con-
clusion that what the Government Is do-
ing is not what it said it would do. We
have been told that the Government is
taking steps to provide ultimately that the
five-year-old children of parents who de-
sire it may have this pre-school type edu-
cation. If this is what the Government
seeks to do, I applaud It. It happens to be
the policy of the Labor Party, in Western
Australia as well as federally.

Mr Clarko: In the other order though,
Is It not?

Mr T. D. EVANS: No.
Mr Clarko: I think it is-they lead and

you follow.
Mr T. D. EVANS: On my understanding

that is what the Government seeks to do.
Mr Mensaros: Let him be a bit proud

of his State.
Mr T. D). EVANS: I come to the point

again: I earnestly hope that the Govern-
ment will remove what appears to be
deliberately posed incentives for parents to
send their children to pre-primary centres
when there may be existing pre-school
centres which could accommodate them. I
hope that when the Government goes
beyond its six pilot centres scheme, it will
not create deliberately pre-primary centres
to compete with existing and well-
established pre-school centres. With those
hopes In mind, and giving the Government
credit for some common sense, I indicate
that it is the Intention of the Opposition
to support both Bills.

MR A. R. TONKIN (Morley) (4.25 p.m.):
Although we do not intend to Oppose these
two Bills, I believe the Government has
played and is playing a hoax on the

people of Western Australia. it is using
money supplied by the Australian Govern-
ment to provide something that was
promised by the Whitlam Government;
namely, pre-school education for every
Australian child, The State Government
is calling this "~pre-primnary" and I sug-
gest that its very terminology should be
straightened out. Pre-primnary what?
Presumably it is Pre-primary schooling,
and yet we have this other form of educa-
tion described as pre-schools. Obviously
this indicates the indecision of the Govern-
ment. It does not know what it is doing,
and now it has come up with two similar
terms which will be extremely confusing
to the average parent. It will be extremely
Confusing to try to work out the difference
between pre-primary education and pre-
school education.

Mr Clarko: It Is quite explicit.
Mr A. R. TONKCIN: The honourable

member has to pretend that this nomnen-
clature is explicit.

Mr Clarko: The term "pre-school" Is
totally explicit; It means before the school.

Mr A. R. TONKINJ: And the word "pre-
primary" means before the school too.

Mr Clarko: It does not.
Mr A. R. TONKIN: Presumably we are

talking about primary schools and not
about primary producers or something of
that kind?

Mr Clarko: I do not know about you-
you were talking about many things last
night.

Mr A. R. TONKI:N: These are two
different things. They will provide the
same type of education; they will be volun-
tary, Informal, and free. What is the
difference? All the Governmient has done
is to say to parents, "Instead of your
children going to that pre-school centre,
they will go to this pre-primary centre."1
The two types of centres will co-exist, and
the money provided by the Whitlam Gov-
ernment, as promised, will be syphoned
off by the Court Government for pre-
primary centres.

Mr Bryce: Who will accept the kudos9

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I believe a hoax has
been perpetrated on the Western Austra-
lian people. I am not going to argue
about every Australian child having an
Informal. noncompulsory form of educa-
tion at the age of five. Do not let us kid
ourselves and suggest-

Mr Clarko: You never advocated It.
Mr A. R. TONKIN: Are you saying we

have never advocated kindergartens? A
Conservative Goverrnent was in power in
Canberra for 23 years and it made no
efforts towards this goal of giving every
Australian child the opportunity for pre-
school education as the Whitlam Govern-
ment has done. Government members say
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continually that It is not Australian Gay- Mr SHALDERS: The member for Mor-
erment money; it belongs to the people.
But for those 23 years that money was
used for other purposes: for the quite
immoral Vietnam war, for example. Now
the vault has been unlocked.

This money is being made available, and
the Liberal-Country Party Government
says, "When we get our hands on It. we
will not talk about pre-schools, we will
talk about pre-primary education." In
actual fact, this money was coming to
Western Australia anyway. The cause
will not be advanced at all because all
that is being provided is kindergarten-
type education. However, Instead of this
education being provided in prne-school
centres, It will be shifted down the road to
the Primary school, where It Is not prop-
erly located anyway.

It is quite clear that this proposition Is
a hoax. Education in our State will not
be advanced by this legislation, and It
will be very confusing for a long period of
time. I suggest to the Government that
at least It should resolve this ridiculous
situation where it has, on the one hand.
pre-school education, and on the other,
Pre-primary education, so that the people
of Western Australia will know what the
true position is.

MR SHALDERS (Murray) [4.29 p.m.]:
I have said nothing to the various motions
concerning education that have been
raised in the House. I attempted to listen
diligently to the speeches made to this
Bill today, but I must say the speeches of
the two previous speakers were a hotch-
Potch: they were not rational. It any-
one is trying to perpetrate a hoax, It Is
undoubtedly the members opposite.

Members opposite are trying to hoax the
People of Western Australia into believing
the education policies of this Government
are of little value to the children of the
State. As the member for Karrlnyup
Pointed out yesterday, time will tell that
the education policies of this Government
have a lively regard for the future needs
of this State.

An article in The West Australian of
Tuesday, the 19th March, 1974, stated-

The Liberal Party's education pro-
gramme shows a lively regard for
Present demands and future needs.

Plans to lower the school admission
age to five do no more than bring
Western Australia into line with all
other States.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: It is not the school
admission age; It is pre-school admission.

Mr SHALD)ERS: The honourable mem-
ber is bandying with words.

Mr A. Rt. Tobnkin: They are your words.

ley is the one who Is bandying with words.
The article continued-

But, coupled with the proposal to
rearrange primary and secondary
courses to provide an extra year at
high school, they should go a long
way towards enabling pupils to get
maximum benefit from an education
system that is becoming more complex
each year. New South Wales. Victoria,
Tasmania and the Australian Capital
Territory have all adopted the method
of having six primary and six secon-
dary grades.

I do not know whether the Opposition
feels there is no need to try to hasten
the time when all children will receive one
year of informal education. Let us look
at what The Australian of the 26th March,
1974, had to say-

At least 200.000 Australian children
of working parents do not attend
prne-school centres.

The Australian Labor Party claims to re-
present the workers, yet 200 000 children
of working parents do not receive one
year of pre-primary education. These are
the people who pretend to represent the
workers.

I have heard the member for Morley
crying "Shame!" many times; however.
on this occasion, I cannot hear the same
cry. Perhaps I should be crying "Shame!I"
to the member for Morley.

Mr Clarko: He was talking to himself
when he said that.

Mr SHAIDEBS: Members opposite have
queried the logic of bringing these child-
ren within the ambit of primary school
education.

Mr A. Rt. Tonkin: Pine-primary, re-
member?

Mr SHALDERS: I remember. Members
opposite criticise the Government for
bringing pre-primary education within the
ambit of the Education Department. I
should like to read to the House the com-
ments of Professor Brian Hill, Chairman
of the School of Education. Murdoch
University. The Paper Is prefaced as fol-
lows-

Reference was made during Confer-
ence to addresses by Professor B. V.
Hill and Dr W. D. Neal presented
during discussions with the Union's
Executive on the Government's plan
to admit children to primary schools
in the year In which they turn five
years of age.

Professor Hill states-
I think it is true that kindergartens

have, on the whole, been markedly
more respectful of the educational
value of play than Primary schools.
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He continues.-
However, I see today a strong move

to free Up the learning strategies
adopted in primary schools, while at
the same time a growing school of
thought in early childhood education
is arguing for more systematic at-
tempts to foster cognitive develop-
ment and basic intellectual skills. I
conclude that the two types of insti-
tution are drawing somewhat closer in
spirit, and have equal need to learn
from the evidence of research.

He went on to say.-
What We Should Be Concerned

About.
If the things I have been saying are

valid, then what should be our reac-
tions to the Proposed government
Policy? I want to urge vigilant atten-
tion to five issues:

On the first point relating to the voluntary
provision, he states-

If five-year-olds are to be admitted
to primary schools, and I see no
reason In principle for not doing so,
then a voluntary provision should
operate, in the Interests of the child.

I should like to draw the attention of
members opposite to the comments of the
Minister for Education when speaking in
another place during the Address-in-Reply
debate. The Minister stated-

The new Programme is for children
in the year they turn five. Attendance
will be at the discretion of parents.
There will be no compulsion below the
Present legal requirements. It is very
close to the Programme now being
offered by voluntary bodies and under
the authority of the Nre-School Educa-
tion Board of Western Australia which
was established in 1973.

The essential difference Is that with
the direct Participation of the Educa-
tion Department this provision will
ultimately be available, In some form,
without cost to parents, to children in
all parts of the State, however few or
isolated the children may be.

This refers to some of those 200 000 child-
ren of working-class Parents who are not
now receiving one Year of pre-primnary
education, which opportunity it seems the
Opposition would deny these children.

Mr T. D. Evans: Would the member
comment whether the Minister in making
his Address-In-Reply speech used the term
"pre-primnary school"? If he has read the
speech, he should be able to recall whether
such a term was used.

Mr SHALDERS: I am not going to read
right through the speecb.

Mr T. D). Evans: You will not find that
expression.

Mr SHALDERS: I have marked only
certain passages. If the honourable mem-
ber claims that the Minister did not use

this term, I accept that as valid. How-
ever, I am not going to read through the
entire speech to try to find a couple of
words.

I refer now to an article which appeared
in The West Australian of the 22nd July,
1974. It state--

There is a growing need for long-
term planning in education, according
to a visiting educationist. Dr Richard
Clowes. of the United States.

The traditional form and structure
of education was breaking down, he
said. New forms and alternatives had
to be planned to educate people for
the world of the future.

Dr Clowes was speaking at the Clare-
mont Teachers College at a series of
lectures given by international experts.

He said that instead of Planning for
a child's requirements a year or so
in advance it was now time to look
much further Into the future-for ex-
ample, about 20 years.

As the member for Karrinyup has already
asked, did the opposition's education
policy have regard for the next 20 years?
Indeed it did not! only the education
policy of this Government was enlightened
enough to cater for the vastly changing
world of the future.

Mr T. D). Evans: It Is still changing.

Mr SHALDERS: The member for Kal-
goorlie quoted the reservations expressed
by a person in respect of the situation
applying In Queensland. However, he con-
veniently neglected to mention an article
which appeared in The West Australian
of the 21st March. 1974. which stated-

The Victorian Teachers' Union has
called a meeting of representatives of
Australia's 90,000 teachers in an at-
tempt to force the State's pre-school
planning into the hands of the Vic-
torian Education Department.

Here we have the Victorian Teachers'
Union asking every teacher in Australia to
join with It to try to force Pre-school
education In that State into the hands of
the Victorian Education Department. It
obviously believes that the needs of the
children would be better served In the long
term. The article continues-

The VTU has a long-established
policy of calling for the pre-school
education of all children, but we be-
lieve this should be done through the
Education Department..

Mr Clarko: Most succinctly Put.

Mr SHALDERS: We have heard a great
deal of denigration from members opposite
about the qualifications of the people en-
listed to compile the policy of this Gov-
emianent in regard to education.

Mr Bryce: I heard it was laid down by
the Esperance Branch of the iberal Party.
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Mr SHAfLDERS: I am sure the honour-
able member who interjected, like I, has
heard much on this Issue. However, I
should like to read to members opposite
the names and positions of certain people.
I do not propose to list their qualifications,
because I am sure members opposite are
aware of them already. The people In-
volved are: Mice Myers, a senior advisory
teacher; Robin Routley, a senior counsel-
lor; James Ernest Connolly, a headmaster;
Norman Elkington, a headmaster:, Edward
James Frawley, a headmaster; Vladimir
James, a guidance officer; Keith Mclean.
Principal and representative of the Teach-
ers' Centre f or Further Education; and,
Walter Oliver, senior master In physical
sicience.

In order to avoid members opposite em-
barrassing themselves by calling that
group some uncomplimentary names, I
Inform the Opposition that that group
happens to be the Education Committee
of the Western Australian Teachers' Union.
I refer members to The WV.A. Teachers'
Journal of August, 1974. In an article
headed, "Report by Executive on Proposed
Alteration to the Age of Admission to
School" It states-

We have considered the needs of
children first, and then whether and
how the system can meet these needs.

I reiterate that the committee considered
the needs of children first, as one would
expect from a responsible group such as
this. The article continues--

A. JUSTIFICATION
The Nott Report (page 4) quotes the

results of research Indicating the ad-
vantages gained by children who have
had appropriate pre-school experience
before commencing formal school.
These Include:

(1) Superior linguistic, perceptual
and motor skills.

(2) Superior "readiness" and
maturity.

(3) Improved social relationships
and better adjustment to a
formal school situation.

(4) Greater success in formal
learning by the end of the
first school year.

As I pointed out earlier, these advantages
are not being received by 200 000 children
of working-class parents. The article
continues--

Recent research Into child develop-
ment provides conclusive evidence that
the average four year old Is moving
into a new stage of development
which encompasses all areas--
physical, social, and Intellectual. He
needs to be provided with a variety of
new experiences to stimulate growth.
Not even a good home would be able
to provide all these experiences--par-
ticularly contact with a Peer group.

(N.B. This development stage ex-
tends from 4 through 7 years, and
there Is a growing tendency to regard
these years as one education stage.)

I contend that If we are to take notice of
that statement and regard the years of
four to seven as one educational stage, we
would have a better opportunity to cater
for these children by bringing the younger
ones into the same environment as the
older children so that they can be catered
for together.

To continue with the report by the
executive on the proposed alteration to the
age of admission to school-

B. PROGRAMME
There is ample evidence available as

to the type of programme suited to
the needs of the 4-5 year old. With-
out going into detail, the four year
old needs a programme which is
structured, but informal.

I turn again to the speech of the Minister
in the Address-in -Reply debate, when he
said-

There is no suggestion that children
are being pushed into formal school-
ing earlier. The emphasis will be on
the provision of the best experience
possible, in terms of the needs and
readiness of the children.

To continue with the report I have been
quoting-

C. FACHITES
In 1972, it was estimated that 34%

of the 4-5 age group attended Pre-
School Centres affiliated with the
Board of Pre -School Education
(formerly known as the Kindergarten
Association).

A small number attended non-
affiliated Kindergartens registered
with the Education Department.

]Further on the following appears-
The percentage would not have In-

creased markedly, hence the total
places available would eater for less
than 40% of the age group.

The policy of our Government is designed
in the long term to cater for 100 per cent
of the age group. I know members opposite
have asked where the money and the
teachers are coining from,

Mr Bertram: Canberra Is the place to
get that.

Mr SHAILDERS: To its credit the Com-
monwealth Government has said that it
would make finance for the education of
teachers and the provision of school build-
ings the fastest expanding section of Its
Budget; that Is, provided It honours that
promise.

Mr Jamieson: It has honoured that
promise in its two years of office.
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Mr SHALDERS: I did not make any
suggestion that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment has not honoured its promise.
What is the volume of the finance? I am
sure members opposite are convinced the
Commonwealth Government will honour
its obligations. For that reason why was
the State Government asked by members
opposite where the finance would come
from, when they already knew? It is foolish
for them to ask a question when they
know the answer.

To continue with the report-
(6) The Nott Report which recom-

mended the proposed alteration
indicated that the implementation
would be costly, but also indicated
that deferment would compound
rather than alleviate the financial
Problems.

That is the point we should bear in mind.
To defer it would only increase the
financial difficulties in the long term of
providing one year pre-school education
for every child in Australia. So irrespec-
tive of the financial difficulties that might
be caused now, we are assured that if we
face financial difficulties now we will face
greater financial difficulties In the future.

The following is a very interesting point
made by the education committee-

The Education Committee does not
believe that implementation can wait
upon full implementation of the
Teachers' Charter.

in other words, the education committee
is saying, "As much as we would like to
see the implementation of the teachers?
charter, we do not believe we can wait
until the teachers' charter has been fully
implemented before we Implement the
programme of giving every child in Western
Australia one year of pre-sehool educa-
tion." To continue with the report I have
been quoting-

('7) The Nott Report recommended
that implementation could be
phased in gradually, in an en-
deavour to overcome some of the
problems. While conscious of the
difficulties that this might en-
gender in that geographical loca-
tion could determine the avail-
ability of education, the Educa-
tion Committee believes that this
could be done initially with the
provisos that.

(a) suitable staff are available.
(b) the appropriate physical

environment can be pro-
vided, by modification if
necessary, and

(c) an appropriate programme
can be undertaken.

(8) The only alternative would be to
Provide finance to the existing

Board of Nre-School Education to
enable them to expand their
facilities.

So. it is a case of either putting the money
in the left pocket or in the right pocket;
of giving the money to the Education De-
partment and getting it to implement the
programme, or giving the money to the
Pre-School Education Board and getting it
to implement the programme.

It is not a case of the State Govern-
ment wasting money because the pro-
grammne is being implemented through the
Education Department. I suggest our Gov-
ernment would be accused of wasting
money in giving it to the Education
Department to implement the programme,
and we would also be accused of wasting
money by spending it through the Pre-
School Education Board. I can only draw
the conclusion that the Opposition believes
our Government is wasting money by
spending it on pre-school education. I
consider that to be a shameful allegation.

The following are not my words; they
are the words of a far wiser body of
people than I-

'The Education Committee considers
it would be a retrograde step to divert
already limited educational finance to
the duplication of administrative facili-
ties concerned with only one year of
a total school programme, and an even
more retrograde step to perpetuate an
artificial break in what Is now com-
monly regarded as a clearly defined
area of development.

That is the period between four and seven
years of age.

I seek leave to continue my remarks
at a later stage of the sitting.

The SPEAKER: The member for Murray
seeks leave of the House to continue his
remarks at a later stage of the sitting. Is
leave granted? There being no dissenti-
ent voice, leave is granted.

Debate thus adjourned until a later
stage of the sitting.

(Continued on page 3477).

PHOSPHATE CO-OPERATIVE (W.A.)
LTD. BIOLL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 13th Novem-

ber.

MR BERTRAM (Mt. Hawthorn) [4.53
p.m.]: This is a fairly small Bill. It Is
one which the Opposition supports,
although by reason of Its unusual nature I
personally had some reservations about it
under certain circumstances. I am still
not really enthusiastic about the fact that
the Bill which concerns, In the first
instance, about 1 300 people has actually
been introduced in this House and is being
dealt with when it appears that those 1 300
people have not had notice of the inten-
tion to introduce a measure of this kind.
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The law and fair play require great
emphasis to be placed-and rightly so-on
giving people notice of matters in respect
of which they have a particular interest.
I understand these people have not been
given any notice of this move. When one
looks at the Bill and sees what the com-
pany has done, and when one takes into
account the total objectives and weighs
up the pros and cons, one would think
the Bill Should be supported: and we on
this side of the House support the measure.

We get anay to a happy start in deal-
ing with any measure which savours of
co-operation. I would point out that the
Bill has to do with Phosphate Co-
Operative (W.A.) LWd. This company was
registered on the 18th October, 1973, after
a group of farmers in the Merredin region
and surrounding districts decided to work
together and to co-operate in establishing
a business enterprise in that region, so as
to solve their problems in relation to the
supply of superphosphate and to help one
another.

On the face of it, we are bound to sup-
port an enterprise of this kind. In any
event I understand the Tonkin Labor Gov-
ernent was keen to assist this company
to become established; and that is
another reason we on this side of the
House would like to do all we can to allow
the company to press on and become a
success. No doubt, the Tonkin Government
had in mind the fact that this was a move
in decentralisation.

Whilst we have heard so much spoken
about the need for decentralisation within
the State. we have not seen it practised
as much as we would like. In this case
there is tangible evidence of the decen-
tralisation of an industry in a country
area, rather than establishment in the
city.

As I said, Phosphate Co-Operative (W A.)
LWd. was registered on the 16th October.
1973. On the 11th March, 1974, it issued
at prospectus: and in that prospectus it
indicated that the minimum subscription
required for a successful float was the
sum of $1 499 750. The provisions of the
Companies Act require that minimum
subscription to be achieved within four
months; that is to say, the prospectus
having been Issued on the 11th March
last, the minimum subscription had to be
achieved by the 11th July last. As a matter
of fact, this was not achieved.

Fairly good support was given to the
prospectus, and the company was able to
attract subscriptions exceeding $1 million.
Whilst that was going on the company
was obtaining Pledges from people for the
supply of superphosphate to them, and it
had fairly considerable success in that
regard.

The company did not then do what
normally was required under the law:
namely, to return forthwith the subscrip-
tions to the people who had applied. The

directors, being alert and wanting to press
on if they possibly could to make be
company a success, made overtures to the
Government; and those overtures have
been successful as is manifested by the
tact that the Bil is before the House.

Whilst the measure has been introduced
by the Government. it is more In the form
of a private Bill than a public Bill. The
Government is encouraging the company.
and we have no objection at all to that.
The Bill will give the company an oppor-
tunity to issue a second prospectus, but
it has a limited time within which to do
this. I think it must issue its second
prospectus, if it gets to that stage--and
we certainly hope It will; that is to say.
we hope it is feasible for the company
to have a go with a second prospectus--
by the lst July, 1975. Furthermore, instead
of the usual limited time of four montlis
within which the newly established mini-
mum subscription figure must be achieved.
a period of six months is being allowed.

I note that the Minister has now ob-
served, as I observed earlier, the need for
clause 5 of the Bill to be amended. There
now appears on the notice paper an
amendment to give effect to that point;
namely, an extension of the period from
four months to six months. Although the
Minister mentioned this extension In his
second reading speech, the provisions In
the Bill do not reconcile with what lie
said. However, the foreshadowed amend-
ment will achieve this.

The question then arises concerning all
the money which is in the company's
hands-over $1 million-and which, in
normal circumstances, Is supposed to have
been returned to the applicants forthwith.
This Bill, as I understand it, indicates
that the money must be deposited imme-
diately with the Treasury which will keep
a separate account, and any applicant
wishing to withdraw his money simply has
to write to the Treasury and the money
will be refunded to him. In the meantime,
his money will be earning interest so he
will not be completely out of pocket. In
answer to a question, we have been told
that the interest rate will be something
between '7 and 9 per cent.

There is certainly nothing to preclude
the applicants to the first prospectus from
subscribing to the second prospectus, the
terms of which may be quite a little dif-
ferent.

The Bill then goes on to point out that
if somewhere along the line the company
takes the view that it should not pursue
its aims any further and that a second
prospectus should not be issued, it must
inform the Government; and thereupon
the application moneys already held will be
refunded immediately to the respective ap-
plicants. In the same way, if a prospectus
is not issued by the 1st July, 1975, a refund
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will occur. If the prospectus is, in fact.
issued by the 1st July. and at the end of
the proposed six-month period from the
issue of the prospectus, the minimum sub-
scription is not achieved, once again the
moneys held by the Treasury from the
original applicants will be refunded and,
of course, in that case, any new applica-
tion money will be refunded in any event.

So this is a rather unusual case. The
Bil is conceding to the Phosphate Co-
Operative (W.A.) Ltd. certain immunity
from the impact of the law. Through Par-
liament. the Government is seeking La give
every encouragement and opportunity to
the company to go ahead and succeed in
what it is seeking to do. The Opposition
believes that the safeguards in the Bill are
adequate and we certainly wish the com-
pany well. We hope that the circumstances
will be good enough and the feasibility
will be such as to allow the company to
prepare its new prospectus, Issue it, get the
subscriptions in, and make the company a
very worth-while success not only for the
people who, in co-operation, will make this
venture possible, but also for the benefit of
the surrounding district and, of course, in
the long run, for the benefit of the State.

As I have intimated, we support the
measure.

MR COWAN (Merredln-Yilgarn) [5.08
p=mJ: When the prospectus was first is-
sued for this company on the 11th March,
1974, the directors had to satisfy two prin-
ciples in that prospectus; that is, they had
to raise $1.5 million and had to guarantee
a production of 150 000 tonnes. Three days
after the issue of the prospectus, primary
producers were forced to go about their
usual business of planting this year's crops,
and also at that time there was a consider-
able amount of doubt associated with the
price of superphosphate and the capacity
of primary producers to pay It.

In this respect we had two areas In re-
gard to which the directors, when canvas-
sing, were unable to obtain the necessary
share applications to the level of $1.5 mil-
lion; and because of their doubts, pro-
ducers were reluctant to support the
co-operative to the degree they had to.

The directors bad made the assumption
that if they were to acquire 70 per cent
of the usage within 100 miles of the Mer-
redin area they would have the necessary
tonneage to enable an economic production
at the Phosphate works. This percentage
was not reached.

I am very pleased the Government has
seen fit to introduce this Bill to give the
directors of the co-operative another op-
portunity to raise the share applications
together with the guaranteed tonneage. I
am also pleased an amendment has been
foreshadowed to allow the directors six
months in which to have the Prospectus
running. I support the Bill.

MR OINEIL (East Melville-Mnister for
Works) [5.08 pin.): I thank both members
for their support of the Bill which I com-
mend to the House,

Question Put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr

Thompson) in the Chair; Mr O'Neil (Min-
ister for Works) in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 4 put and passed.
Clause 5: Re-payment of moneys by

Treasurer-
Mr ONEI 2 : For reasons already can-

vassed during the second reading debate,
I move an amendment-

Page 4, line 12-Delete the word
"four" and substitute the word "six".

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clause 6 put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, with an amendment, and

the report adopted.

Tird Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr

O'Neil (Minister for Works), and returned
to the Council with an amendment.

SUPREME COURT ACT AMENDMENT
BILLF

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 29th October.

MR BERTRAM (Mt. Hawthorn) (5.13
paml: The opposition supports this short
Bill which contains nothing of a policy
nature and nothing which so far as we
can observe can be regarded as conten-
tious. It comes to the House on what
would be, I1 imagine, as good a recom-
mendation as we could hope to get; that
is, the recommendation of the Chief Jus-
tice.

The Bill seeks to delete from section S0
of the Act a reference to section 17 and
this is necessary because obviously a slip
was made earlier. Section 17 was deleted
In 1971 so there Is no point at all in hav-
ing a reference to a nonexistent section
whether that reference is made in section
30 or any other section.

The next part of the Bill relates to
section 130 which comes under division
5 of the Act dealing with the recovery
of land and other property. Section 130
touches in Particular on the recovery of
land.

We are told-and I know from a study
of the section and Inquiries I have made
that it Is true-the Present Provisions of
section 130 are Inflexible and outmoded.
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and the desire Is to delete the whale of that MR J. T. TONKIN (Melville-Leader of
section and replace it With a new section
which reads-

130. A judgment or order for pos-
session of land, and the payment of
any money adjudged or ordered to be
paid by the judgment or order, may
be enforced in such manner as the
Rules of Court prescribe..

That speaks for itself and informs mem-
bers what is intended; namely, that in
the future the procedure to be followed by
litigants seeking to recover land will be
set forth in the Rules of the Supreme
Court.

As a follow-up to that it becomes neces-
sary to amend section 161 of the Supreme
Court Act, and the Bill does Just that.
That section begins--

(1) Rules of Court may be made
under this Act, by the Judges of the
Supreme Court, for the following pur-
poses:_

It proceeds to list the purposes from (a)
to (in). That section is to be amended
by adding another paragraph (n) which
will enable rules of the kind now envis-
aged in the new section 130 to be made.

I do not think there is need for further
comment. As I have Intimated, we sup-
port the Bill. Those who are interested
and desire further detailed information
about this measure may-and I repeat
may-get it by reading the Minister's
second reading speech which opened this
debate, the text of which begins at page
2680 of Hansard for the 29th October,
1974.

Question put and Passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by

Mr O'Neil (Minister for Works), and
passed.

BILLS (3): MESSAGES
Apropriations

Messages from the Lieutenant-Governor
received and read recommending appro-
priations for the purposes of the following
Hills-

1. Loan Bill.
2. Skeleton Weed (Eradication Fund)

Bill.
3. Wundowie Charcoal Iron Industry

Sale Agreement Bill.

ASSISTANCE TO DECENTRALIZED
INDUSTRY BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 19th Novem-
ber.

the Opposition) (5.22 p.m.]: The intention
of this Bill is to put into operation Bug-
gestions which were made by the Prem-
ier when he was Leader of the Opposi-
tion and the pay-roll tax legislation was
under discussion. The proposal in the Bill
varies somewhat from the ideas he then
expressed, in that he then felt some ex-
emption from pay-roll tax could be
granted in certain prescribed areas. He
has now come around to making grants.

I have not been able to satisfy myself
that in order to do this a Bill is necessary.
I do not see why the amounts which are
to be expended could not have been in-
cluded in the Budget and the approval of
Parliament obtained for the expenditure.
I have endeavoured to find out why aL Bill
is necessary.

Assistance to industry has been given by
the Department of Industrial Development
in various ways for many years. For ex-
ample, it has been done by way of reduced
freights and special concessions, and by
way of providing areas of land at no cost
at all to industry. The Bill contains a
proposal to make available from the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund from time to time
certain grants to be determined by the
Treasurer having regard for certain as-
pects of each particular case. How that
cannot be determined administratively, I
do not know. However, I suppose there is
no harm in having the legislation even
though I cannot see the necessity for it.

The Bill makes a minor contribution to
assistance for decentralized industries, and
a little thought will reveal that the limits
on State finance must inevitably prevent
this method from developing into large-
scale assistance. The sum of $50 000 has
been provided in the Budget. That will not
gD very far towards assisting industry. So
I repeat it is minor assistance which Is to
be given.

In my view. if decentralization is to be
greatly assisted it must be through the
development of regional growth centres
rather than through a handout In Isolated
cases. One such centre Is being established
at Albury-Wodonga in the Eastern States,
with substantial Commonwealth funds, for
the purpose of encouraging decentraliza-
tion. Our planning when in Government
was along similar lines in our proposals
for Salvado City. Despite the fact that It
did not find favour with the Liberal and
C ountry Parties, I still believe that method
is preferable to piecemeal efforts such as
those contained in this Bill. The town of
Monarto in South Australia is another
good example of the establishment of a
growth centre.

The Albury-Wodonga programme came
about as a result of close co-operation be-
tween the Australian Minister for Urban
and Regional Development and the State
Ministers in Victoria and New South
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Wales. it must be acknowledged that Aus-
tralian Government funds will be neces-
sary if any worth-while breakthrough is
to be achieved in bringing about decen-
tralization. If rural growth centres are
properly planned they can produce facil-
ities at lower cost and of higher quality
than can be achieved at the present time.

One side of the studies by the Cities
Commission into what was likely to occur
in Western Australia was directed towards
obtaining a first Indication of the growth
prospects of three out of five major re-
gional growth centres. These were sug-
gested to the Commonwealth as likely
growth centres where the expenditure of
money would be justified. After studying
the north-west corridor of Perth-Sal-
vado-the commission recommended Im-
mediate Federal support for some land
acquisition in that area. In addition, the
conmnission's studies revealed that Albany,
Bunbury, and Geraldton possessed con-
siderable potential.

Mr Nanovich: Would You say Salvado
was decentralization?

Mr 3. T. TONKIN: Yes, I would.
Mr Nanovich: In its true sense?
Mr J. T. TONKfI: Yes, inasmuch as It

enables businesses to be established else-
where than right In the metropolitan area.

Mr Watt:* Does it fit the word "regional"
In the same way as Albury-Wodonga does,
In your view?

Mr J. T. TON=I: No, not precisely in
the same way. But my view Is that piece-
meal assistance of a few thousand dollars
here and a few thousand dollars there will
not achieve very much in the long term,
and it would be preferable to qualify for
money from the Australian Government,
which has much larger resources, so that
regional growth centres can be decided
upon and real growth can be encouraged
and will take place In those centres.

Who would argue that it would not be
desirable to Inject large sums Into Albany,
for example, for the purpose of developing
considerable economic activity? Who
would argue that It would not be desirable
to make large sums available for the de-
velopment of an area like Bunbury or an
area like Geraldton? However, this propo-
sition-and I can agree with it as far as
it goes-will be minimal In effect and can-
not be compared with the results likely to
be achieved by the establishment of growth
centres.

In respect of Salvado. which the member
for Toodyay does not like at all, the many
and varied benefits which would have
scrned to this State have been lost be-
cause it was made clear to my Govern-
ment that the Salvado Bill and the two
associated Bills-one dealing with land
control, and the other with EL land commis-
sion to bring the concept Into operation-
would not be passed.

Nevertheless, in order to achieve positive
decentralization In my view there must
be encouragement along the lines of the
growth centre concept, rather than giving
handouts to business--and that Is A this
Bill Is for. Handouts to specific businesses
will lead to dissatisfaction between busi-
nesses of the same type, because I cannot
believe the Treasurer would be prepared
to make grants to competitors In the same
line of business In a specific area. So
there must be some favouritism or selec-
tivity In this, and we will have some
satisfied people and some dissatisfied
people. However, if money Is provided for
a regional growth centre which is properly
planned and encouraged, In my view the
results will be immeasurably greater.

The criteria in this Bill appear to be
certain prescribed distances from the met-
ropolitan area, and some certain prescribed
areas within the prescribed distances; Yet
it could be more desirable to give assist-
ance to businesses which are not within
the prescribed areas or do not conform to
the prescribed distances In the Bill.

However, we propose to support the Bill.
It is better than nothing, but in my view
it will not do very much and there is a
far better way of encouraging decentrali-
zation. I would hope that when the
Treasurer replies he will explain to me
why the Bill is necessary at all, and why
what he proposes to do should not be done
administratively.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands--
Treasurer) [5.34 p-m.]: I thank the Leader
of the Opposition for his support of the
Bill, although he gave it rather begrudg-
ingly on) two rounds. The first was that
he questions the necessity for the legisala-
tion at all, and the second was that he
does not believe the Bill will make a con-
tribution of any great magnitude to decen-
tralization.

Firstly I would like to point out it is
nec-essary-at least, that is the best advice
I can get-to have legislation to authorlse
this type of payment within the terms of
the Statute itself, as distinct from making
grants administratively as is done, for
instance, in connection with rail freights.
There are some things we can do admin-
istratively. For instance, we can enter
into guarantees, and we can subsidise
interest to a point by excusing some
interest or making It possible for people
to obtain cheaper money. However, when
assistance is related to a tax we must have
some statutory authority for It.

When the matter of pay-roll tax was
before the previous Government and the
opposition of the day suggested some
relief should be given, our broad policy was
that the Treasurer should be authorised to
rant exemptions. I referred specifically
to the situation which exists in Victoria.
My understanding of the reason the Vic-
torian Government grants rebates instead
of exemptions is that this system retains
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uniformity. That Government actually
goes through the whole Procedure and
keep$ Intact Its administrative arrange-
ments in respect of the tax; and within
the aulthority It has given itself it can
give rebates. In our case, we do not have
to be uniform throughout the whole of the
State either as to distance or as to amount.
There is a great deal of logic in that.

There could be a situation in which an
industry becomes so well established and
its location becomes so well established
that it has no need of further help. There-
fore the Government should have the
right to discontinue assistance. It is
easier to do this by way of rebate and
then cancel the rebate rather than deal
with It on the exemption principle. Above
all else it means the Taxation Department
concerned can keep records of pay-roll
tax liabilty under the Statute on a con-
tinuing basis, and it can then deal with
rebates as something altogether separate
from that process.

I 'was strongly advised by those who
have had experience of the rebate system
not to provide assistance by way of
exemptions under the Act Itself, but to
introduce a separate Statute which would
enable the Government of the day to give
these rebates or grants.

I also want to make the point that the
whole purpose of this legislation is to
ensure that any payment or relief which
is Provided in one way or another is
related back to the incidence of pay-roll
tax. For this reason the wording of clause
5 Is very significant wherein it states--

5. (1) Where the Minister is of the
opinion that it is, or will be, neces-
sary for an applicant under section 4
to receive assistance in order to
ensure the continuation, expansion or
establishment of the business the
subject of the application at the decen-
tralized location referred to in the
application, the Minister may, having
first obtained the consent of the
Treasurer, approve of the payment of
assistance to the applicant.

I can envisage a situation whereby we may
be striving to establish a particular
industry in a location which badly needs
a shot in the arm with some diversification
of its activity. That Industry would
receive the benefit of the standard type
of Interest assistance and the same
type of rail freight assistance as all
other industries in the area are
entitled to receive, but it requires some
further assistance to give it a push over
the hill in order to get it established.
Clause 5 is particularly related to an
industry which needs such assistance.

If it does not need assistance to expand.
to continue, or to become established, it
will not receive assistance. That is basic
to thefBill. ThisIs not just amatter of a
handout to a mining company in a remote
area which can get by without it, anyhow;.

nor is it a matter Of giving a handout to
a manufacturing concern which can get
by without it. The Industry must require
this further assistance to make it possible
for it to expand, continue, or became estab-
lished, We are not expecting this to be
done In an extravagant way. That is one
of the reasons I insisted when we were
pressing the previous Government that it
be done at the discretion of the Treasurer.

I know this Is not a happy situation for
Treasurers because when they have the
right to exercise discretion they are placed
under tremendous pressure, as the Leader
of the Opposition well knows. However,
this discretion Is one of the responsibilities
they must accept. I would like to feel that
with the machinery of the Department of
Industrial Development studying the eases,
and using the criteria laid down in clause
5the Job of the Treasurer will not be quite
asdifficult as It might otherwise be, al-

though I can well imagine that people dis-
satisfied with the ruling of the Minister
naturally will come to the Treasurer as
they usually do. I have every confidence
In the Minister and his departmental off-
cers, and I am sure the system will be
administered in a sensible way, having re-
gard for the real purposes of the Bill.

with regard to the second point, I want
to make It clear this Bill Is not intended in
any way to conflict with the concept of
regional growth centres. I do not oppose
this concept;, I believe in It. I believe that
logical, geographical regions like the south-
west, great southern, Qeraldton, and Fit-
bara, can only develop regionally. The old
concept of shoving an industry into one
town and another industry somewhere else
-usually for political purpose-cannot
work. It has failed in the past, and It will
fall In the future.

Therefore, the concept of regional
centres. is one I support strongly, anid have
supported for many years. These centres
are experiencing troubles because when we
try to achieve an artificial growth we
must remember that in the final analysis
we are dealing with human beings. We
are also mindful of a situation like that of
some decentralized areas in Victoria In
which the authorities have become caught
up with the tariff problem of industries
which are very sensitive to Imports.

It has been found in some places--like
Wangaratta-that severe troubles have
been experienced because the areas quickly
became the victims of the Federal policy
wich apparently did not adequately and
accurately evaluate the impact of the pro-
gramme of tariff concessions applied on a
face right across the board. However, this
is a Passing problem and does not condemn
the concept.

I have no hesitation at all in saying the
State Government would be quite prepared
to talk to the Commonwealth about growth
centres. However, that Is another concept
altogether; It Is a concept in which we are
talking about tens of Millions of dollars in
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capital going Into areas in an endeavour to
force growth at the grass roots level In the
hope that other industries may be super-
imposed upon It. That is not the type of
industry which will become established as
a result of this legislation although I en-
visage cases of Industries within the growth
centre concept to which the Leader of the
opposition referred applying for and actu-
ally receiving this benefit.

I would lie to mention another aspect
of this matter which I want to bring home
to members as forcibly as I can. This Is
the fact that there are many Industries
outside the regional growth concept which
can benefit from exactly this type of assis-
tance-a little bit of freight relief or Inter-
est relief, or assistance by 'way of capital
or guarantee. A little assistance of this
kind can make all the difference,

Let me give an example. Many Years
ago people in the Stirling electorate were
anxious to have a meatworks established
there. The member at the time was Clay-
ton Mitchell, It seemed such a logical
place to establish a meatworks, because
land was available which was appropriately
zoned and wefl located in regard to the
town. However, problems arose In respect
of the supply of water and power because
the location happened to be outside the
area with which the local authority could
cope.

In the final analysis a small amount of
assistane-I 'would not hazad a guess at
the exact figure, but I am sure It was not
more than $10 000 for the lot-was all that
was necessary to break the Impasse and
get the Industry established. I do not
know the present status of the Industry,
but for many years It was very successful
and a. great adjunct to the town. An
industry of that size can be terribly im-
portant to a town the size of Mt. Barker.
when compared with a similar industry
being superimposed upon a suburb in the
metropolitan area.

The member for Warren will recall a
case In his electorate where a similarly
small amount of assistance, comparatively
speaking, was all that was necessary to
bring about the development of a very
desirable industrial area in his town. I
mention these examples simply to Illus-
trate that often a little extra assistance
which is not available In the conventional
way can make the difference between an
industry being established or not.

So, if the Leader of the Opposition feels
this is piecemeal type of assistance. I make
no apology for it, It can be piecemeal
assistance. This explains why we have,
for instance, prescribed distances and
prescribed areas. To pluck an example
out of the air, let us consider Wundowie,
which is a classical case. Wundowie is
not very far from Perth, but because of
its comparative isolation when we separate
it from Northam and the metropolitan
area, it has some special Problems of its
own.

It is decentralized to a point, but does
have some problems that are unique In
Its own small locality because it has not
the same type of rail connection that used
to exist under the old set-up-although
even then it was a very uneconomic line-
and it Is classed as neither metropolitan
nor country. If the vanadium industry suc-
ceeds there as we want It to, some people
might come along with a desirable project
which would give It some further diversity
in that town as distinct from the main
industry-I am speaking purely hypotheti-
cally now, but people who need this type
of assistance could come along-and
therefore we have prescribed aD area be-
cause the Industry in question would not
quality under the distance that is expected
to be prescribed.

I do not put this forward as a panacea
to all ills and as a commaencement of the
regional growth concept, but I put it f or-
ward in a sincere effort to provide
machinery that will render a little extra
help to some of those people who are
suffering severe disabilities in terms of
operating In these regions but who, once
they get established, can, I believe, suc-
ceed.

The Leader of the Opposition referred
to some favouritism, in the Matter. I can
assure him there -will be no favouritism
because, first of all, People have to con-
form to the formula that will be laid down.
The assistance has to come from the de-
partment. This will be something that
will be very closely watched by people who
might be seeking some preferment them-
selves and If they find their competitors
are getting relief and they are not they
would soon howl. As a matter of fact,
I am sure the previous Government fol-
lowed the same policy we tried to follow.
Once an industry has established Itself on
its own initiative, this sort of assistance
will not be ranted to another industry
to compete unfairly with the one already
established.

As I have said, I think the Leader of
the Opposition followed this policy just as
we did. It is quite clear that If an indus-
try, on its own Initiative and by virtue of
Its efficiency gets its roots down In a place
and succeeds, following which the Govern-
ment subsidises another industry by
means of providing a railway or some
other type of assistance to enable it to
compete, this would mean that the Oov-
ermnent would be helping it to compete
unfairly with an industry that bad already
established Itself on its own initiative.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: I do not want to in-
terrupt your train of thought, but it seems
to me that during the time you have been
speaking now You said something that
conflicts with the statement you made in
your second reading speech. In that
speech I understood You to say that pre-
scribed areas would have to be within the
prescribed distance, but a short time ago
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I Understood you to convey the Impres-
sion that a prescribed area need not be
Within the Prescribed distance. Would
You clarify that?

Sir CHARLES COURT: That Is my
understanding and intention. Perhaps It
was unwise to mention a particular town,
but I quoted that town merely as an
example. Normally the distance that
would embrace Wundowie would not be
within the prescribed distance, because
Wundowie could not be regarded as being
far enough distant.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: In your comments you
implied that the proposal would apply to
towns in specified areas which are not
within the Prescribed distance from the
metropolitan area.

Sir CHARLES COURT: That is right.
Mr J. T. Tonkin: That means you will

not have Prescribed areas outside the pre-
scribed distance.

-Sir CHARLES COURT: It will not be
limited, but if it is badly expressed it was
not meant to be. There could be pre-
scribed areas that will be a lesser distance
from the metropolitan area than the pre-
scribed distance. For instance, if the
prescribed distance was, say, 100 kilo-
metres, there could be a pocket-such as
the town we referred to-that called for
special aid because of its own peculiar
problem. That could be just as real, in
Its own peculiar way, as another area
that is 200 kilometres away. in fact, there
could be an industry working in the heart
of Kalgoorlie, say, that would be under
less disability than one operating at Wull-
dawie. That is the intention.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr

Thompson) in the Chair; Sir Charles Court
(Treasurer) in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 6 put and passed.
Clause '7: Offence to furnish false in-

formation-
Mr BARNETTr: I move an amendment-

Page 5, line 10-Delete the word
"negligently" and substitute the words
"through culpable negligence".

The purpose of the amendment is quite
obvious. If the provision is left as printed,
I am sure the Treasurer will agree that
a business proprietor could have an em-
ployee making a record of his business
accountings over the previous 12 months
and if he made a mistake this could be
interpreted as an act of negligence and
the employer could be fined $1 000. By
substituting the words, "through culpable
negligence" a fine would be imposed only
if a person knowingly committed such an
act,

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am not prepared
to accept the amendment because, firstly,
it has only Just been handed to me and,
secondly, this particular phrase Is one
that is commonly used in this type of
legislation. No very strong argument has
been advanced in support of the amend-
ment. I should imagine the Common-
wealth would want dealt with severely
anyone who negligently or wilfully acted
in such a way that he had, in fact, faldt-
fled the situation and deceived the Minis-
ter, the department, and others involved
In the matter.

I certainly would not be Prepared to
accept the amendment now. To my mind
"wilfully" or "negligently" covers the situa-

tion adequately. However I will give the
member for Rockingham an undertaking
that between now and when the Bill is
considered in another place I will discuss
the matter with the Crown Law Depart-
ment to ascertain whether a strong case
can be submitted as to whether it would
be possible for an employer or an appli-
cant to be placed in a position which was
unfair to him because an employee had
negligently or carelessly committed some
act. I can understand the objective of
the honourable member and I gladly give
that undertaking to him.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I congratulate the
member for Rockingham on moving this
amendment which I support. Negligence
means carelessness. The Treasurer him-
self used the synonym. There Is no mem-
ber of this Committee who, at some time
or other, is not negligent, and I include
myself when I say that; that is, through
some reason or other we do not give the
close attention to a matter that we should
have done. How often do we say: I meant
to answer that letter, but I overlooked
doing so?

The penalty prescribed in this clause is
substantial. It is $i1000. The amendment
moved by the member for Rockingham
proposes to insert the words "culpable
negligence" which is negligence that should
have been avoided. Surely there is nothing
unreasonable in the amendment because
the first word used in this clause is "wil-
fully". That is an entirely different thing
from a person inadvertently committing
an act as a result of carelessness. I do
not think the Committee should agree to
a penalty of $1 000 being imposed because
somebody has been negligent without being
culpably negligent.

Therefore I suggest the amendment does
not need close consideration by the Crown
Law Department to distinguish the differ-
ence, especially in view of the very sub-
stantial penalty proposed. I would like the
Treasurer to have another look at the
amendment now, because I do not think
we should allow a Bill to Pass through this
Chamber with this condition included in
it: namely, that we are Prepared to place
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negligence on the same basis as a wilful
act. Therefore I would like the Treasurer
to have another look at the amendment
right now.

Mr HARTHEY: I support the Leader
of the Opposition in the remarks he has
made. I am not at all happy with this
phrase. I am not even happy with the
word "wilfully". I think the word that
should be used Is "knowingly" because
"wilfully", in law, is an extremely mis-
leading word: it can be interpreted in so
many ways. In view of this, I obtained
a short time ago from the Parliamentary
Library volume 5 of a book titled Words
and Phrases Legally Defined. This is a
symposium of legal definitions of many
words uscd by various appellant courts in
England, Scotland, Canada, Australia and
New Zealand. If any member of this Com-
mittee were to study this book he would
be surprised at the number of ways the
word "wilfully" can be interpreted.

To give one example, I will quote from
this book, but before doing so I Point out
that various interpretations of the word
"wilful" are dealt with from page 333 to
page 339 of this volume. These interpre-
tations are so confusing and so antagonistic
to each other in so many respects that I
do not like the word "wilful" at all, be-
cause basically it means no more than
doing something consciously. If a person
consciously renders a return to the Taxa-
tion Department, it mewns that he has
read it and signed it, but that person may
not have realised that in that return he
has made some mistakes.

I would prefer to use the word "know-
ingly". I agree entirely with the Leader
of the Opposition in his comments about
negligence. The cases referred to in the
book I have just quoted distinguish be-
tween fraud and even gross negligence.
Some Judges use the expression "gross
negligence". I quote this example from a
Scottish decision-

I think this man is guilty of negli-
gence. and the question is whether he
Is guilty of gross negligence, which
comes to be wilful misconduct.

Yet many other Judges have held that
"gross negligence" is no more than "negli-
gence prefixed by a vituperative epithet",
and is not wilful misconduct.

These things are not easy to distingui.
I certainly will not believe that because
this phrase Is proposed by the Crown Law
Department it must be right. The depart-
ment Is trying, by vague words, to confuse
the community and it is suggesting provi-
sions which will convict people for offences
they do not know they are committing.

I do not want the matter referred back
to the Crown Law Department; I would
like It referred to some independent
Queen's Counsel-somebody outside the
Crown Law Department. We seem to be
getting this type of law from the same

source all the time; law which seeks to
convict people of offences. We are not
here to do that unless, of course, the
off ences have actually been committed. To
do something fraudulently and knowingly
with a view to obtaining money is a serious
crime, and I would not say a Penalty of
$1 000 would be too much. Hut surely it
is wrong to apply this to a director of a
company or to a manager of a business
who may okay an account prepared by a
reliable person without going through every
aspect of It to find out that it is wrong.
This is just not even culpable negligence:
it is certainly not wilfully giving false
information.

It is the responsibility of a departmental
manager--of, say, Boans-to check the
accounts of his department, and so on:
Yet If in reliance on a competent subordi-
nate he makes an error In not checking his
accounts, he would certainly be guilty
under the word "negligent". He would not
be covered under the expression "gross"
or "culpable negligence", but he would be
covered by the word "negligently".

I Presume that is what the Crown Law
Department wants, because it seems to
have come up with some really brilliant
examples in the last few months!

We are supposed to be legislating for our
own People-for business managers and
People we want to help, The Idea of the
Hill is to help Industries yet here we have
the Government trying to provide some-
thing that will persecute Industry.

The Treasurer has a very good and ana-
lytical brain and I urge him to use it in
giving this matter some serious thought.
It would be a good thing if he applied his
own intelligence to it, rather than refer
it to someone else. I mean this sincerely;
otherwise we will perpetrate an Injustice
which I am sure neither the Treasurer, the
Government parties, and certainly not the
Opposition, Intend.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I have already
indicated to the member for Rockinghiam
that the matter will be given proper con-
sideration.

Mr Hartrey: You mean by the Crown
Law Department? I want You to give it
consideration.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I ask the mem-
ber for Houlder-Dundas to be Patient. I
know he has a "thing" about the Crown
Law Department.

Mr Bertram: Not at all, that is com-
pletely out of character.

Sir CHARLES COURT: There is not
merely one person involved in the Crown
Law Department; there are many compe-
tent lawyers in that department, though
I daresay there are others who are not
quite as experienced. We must not assume
that because they are in the Crown Law
Department theirs would be the last word
on this matter.
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Mr Davies: Have they any one-handed
lawyers there?

Sir CHARLES COURT: The strongest
case made out for the Bill in its present
form has been made by the member for
Boulder-Dundas himself, because he raised
the question of "gross" negligence, and the
number of times it has been said that
"gross" is an adjective only.

We have to be careful with framing
laws. I remind members we are not deal-
ing with innocent mistakes in respect of
returns; we are dealing with something
concerned with false or misleading infor-
mation.

The member for Houlder-Dundas knows
better than anyone else that when dealing
with taxation matters a code has developed
over the years whereby It has been neces-
sary to have a certain type of law to deal
with these situations. I find some of these
laws most offensive to read. For Instance,
in connection with the Commonwealth In-
come Tax Assessment Act one wonders
what country one is in after having read
it. Experience has shown that the prp-
visions have not been abused and that
without them It would not be possible to
catch the crooks. So the public has gone
along with the Proposition and accepted It
over the years.

The Commonwealth Commissioner of
Taxation could, for example, write to the
honourable member and agree with his
proposal in respect of his taxation arrange-
ment of his affairs while at a later time
assessing him In another way and it would
not be possible for the honourable member
to use his letter against him. I do not
suggest we are dealing with a situation
quite like that; but we are dealing with
false or misleading information.

I am quite prepared also to have a look
at the other points raised by the member
for floulder-Dundas as an additional mat-
ter;, outside the word "negligence". In
fact, I am more Impressed by his refer-
ence to "wilfully" than I am by the word
"negligence", used by the member for
Rockingham.

I give an undertaking the matter will be
studied, and if the honourable member is
so concerned, I will consult people outside
the Crown Law Department, because I
genuinely want to arrive at a situation
where we can deter people wilfully and
knowingly setting out to defraud.

I cannot imagine that anyone would doa
this under the type of legislation with
which we are dealing, because I know that
the officers in the Department of Industrial
Development-forgetting the Crown Law
Department for a moment-have their own
method of sorting out where assistance is
merited. Their costing procedures are
very good indeed. They would soon detect
syone up to serious attempts to mislead
and falsify.

I do give an undertaking, however, that
I will have a look at the words "wilfully"
and "negligently" to see whether we can
substitute other words, after which I will
report back to the Parliament In due
course, as I have done previously when a
Minister.

I feel, however, that we should pass this
clause in Its present form and I will en-
sure that If It Is necessary the Minister In
another place will give reasons-as I Will
do here-should we want to amend, or not
amend the provision.

Mr J, T. TONKIN: Although I feel
strongly about this matter I will not labour
the question. I accept the Treasurer's
assurance. But the way this clause Is
worded It Puts "negligence" In precisely
the same category as a thing which is done
"wilfully'. Yet there Is a big difference.

For example, if a person wilfully kills
another he Is charged with murder; but If
a person negligently kills somebody else
he Is never charged with murder-he Is
charged with manslaughter.

Sir Charles Court. We are not dealing
with murder in this,

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I know we are not,
but this wording puts "negligence" In the
same category as a thing done "wilfully",
and there is a big difference, as I have just
demonstrated. Accordingly we must make
a distinction; and this clause makes no
distinction.

Any Judge dealing with this aspect would
have to regard "negligence" as being the
same fault or misdemaeanour as a thing
done "wilfully", and I say we are not en-
titled to support such an Idea at all: be-
cause there Is all the difference in the
world between doing a thing deliberately,
with deliberate intent to mislead; for
example, deliberately giving false informa-
tion for the purpose of misleading and yet
doing it negligently and carelessly with-
out giving full thought to It.

As I have said there Is a wide distinc-
tion. However, I am prepared to accept
the Treasurer's assurance that he will
have this matter looked at, but I will cer-
tainly have something to say if no attempt
is subsequently made to explain why no
alteration has been carried out, because
there Is not the slightest doubt that there
is a tremendous difference between the two
adverbs.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 8 to 12 put and Passed.
Title put and pawsed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendment and

the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Sir

Charles Court (Treasurer), and transmit-
ted to the Council.
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EDUCATION ACT AMENDMENT BEL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from an earlier stage
of the sitting.

MR SHALDERS (Murray) [6.13 pam.l:
I thank members for allowing me time
to continue my remarks at a later stage
of the sitting. Unfortunately, however,
I will not be able to continue them for
very much longer before there is a further
interruption.

Perhaps I should continue my remarks
by refreshing the minds of members of
the comments I was making in connection
with the education authority's report con-
cerning the problems in the expansion of
facilities, and I would like to Quote as
follows--

The Nott Report which recom-
mended the proposed alteration indi-
cated that the implementation would
be costly, but also indicated that de-
ferment would compound rather than
alleviate the financial problems.

In other words putting the matter off
would cost more in the long term. To
continue-

The Education Committee does not
believe that implementation can wait
upon full implementation of the
Teachers' Charter.

It certainly does not believe that the
teachers' charter should be Implemented
before a start is made on the implementa-
tion of this scheme, I continue to quote-

The Nott Report recommended that
implementation could be phased in
gradually, in an endeavour to over-
come some of the problems. While
conscious of the difficulties that this
might engender in that geographical
location could determine the avail-
ability of education the Education
Committee believes that this could be
done initially with the provisos that:

(a) suitable staff are available.
(b) the appropriate physical en-

vironent can be provided, by
modification if necessary, and

(c) an appropriate programme can
be undertaken.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pm.

MR MENSAROS (floreat-Minister for
Industrial Development) [7.30 p.m.]: I
thank members, and the ex-teachers, for
participating in the debate.

Mr Taylor: Not all of them did.
Mr )AENSAROS: Well, those who did.
Sr Charles Court: We have only 13

school teachers, counting the member for
Cockburn.

Mr MENSAROS: I thank those members
who supported the measure, although one
could detect that the support was rather
reluctant. Indeed, without wishing to be

offensive. I would say there was some
element of sour grapes in the debate be-
cause the policy itself was not criticised.
In fact, the Government's education policy
was accepted by the member for Kalgoor-
lie. When the member for Kalgoorlie was
speaking he compared the policies of the
Country Party and the Liberal Parties as
identical bottles of fluid with different
labels, but I think the member for Kar-
rinyup aptly answered that charge when
he said that the policy of the Labor Party
was Just an empty bottle. Hence, the
element of sour grapes.

It has to be acknowledged that our
Policy is a good one. The opposition raised
by the member for Kalgoorlie was almost
artificial. He tried to make out a case
to show that the education policy of the
Government--or of the Liberal Party:
I do not know to which he was referring-
has changed. I submit, firstly, that the
policy has not changed. Secondly, even
if it had changed, which I deny, I cannot
see that such a change would be culpable
-to use the word which was used in the
previous debate. Obviously, a Policy de-
velops and evolves, and consequently it
can be subject to change.

I want to refer the member for Kalgoor-
lie to the somewhat more detailed educa-
tion Policy Published by the Liberal Party
and Issued prior to the election. It was
Published before the Premier made his
policy speech and it deals, at some length,
with various aspects of education. The
document containing the education policy
of the Liberal Party was printed in March,
1974, and it states that the Liberal Party
believes the basis of a complete education
is development in the early years of a
child's life.

We advocated that the age of admission
to school should be lowered to the year in
which a child turns five, and we further
stated that the Programme for the first
year of schooling be of a semi-formal na-
ture to Provide a sound basis for the de-
velopment of formal skills.

The fact that the semi-formal nature of
teaching-as distinct from kindergarten or,
as It has been altered. Pre-school educa-
tion-is to be part of a child's education,
on a noncompulsory basis, and the fact
that it is now known and called pre-
primary education, does not mean that the
character of the Liberal Party policy has
changed.

I can assure the member for Kalgoorlie,
regarding his other grievance, that the
proposed system Is not meant to be, and
it will not be, the cause of competition
between kindergartens-or pre-school cen-
tres--on the one hand, and semi-formal or
pre-primary education on the other hand.

It is logical that because pre-primary
education will be undertaken by the State
the fringe benefits that apply to primary
school children will apply also to the Pre-
primary centre children in relation to fare
concession, and so on.
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I do not think the member for Morley
dealt very much with the subject matter
of the Bill. He introduced a counter attack
by the Opposition-which we are now get-
ting used to-and accused the Government
by saying that its policy was a hoax, be-
cause some money would come from the
Commonwealth. I simply want to straight-
en out the position with regard to that
accusation and say that the money does
not come from any Government, because
Governments are not able to grow money.
Money comes from the taxpayers and, in
this case, the taxpayers of Western Aus-
tralia. I do not want to infringe Standing
Orders and argue that point, but in reply
to the accusation by the member for Mor-
ley I would say that if all We' tern Austra-
lian tax money camne back to this State
the situation would be quite different. The
fact that money is used for specia pro-
jects, under special grants--a subject
matter constitutionally not within the
jurisdiction of the Parliament of the Com-
monwealth of Australia-certainly does
not make the policy of this Government
a hoax.

If anyone is to be blamed for the fact
that semi-formal education has not been
provided earlier for children before they
reach the age of six years, then conrtitu-
tionally the State Government in whose
power education belongs, has to be blamed.

I think the member for Murray replied
to the other criticism levelled at the Bill.
Having said that I rest the case, and
commend the Bill to the House.

Question Put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commnittee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr

Mensaros (Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment), and transmitted to the Council.

FEE-SCHOOL EDUCATION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 30th October.

MR BRYCE (Ascot) [7.42 p.m.]: I take
this opportunity to indicate that this move
by the Government is, in my opinion, a
confidence trick.

Mr Nanovich: A confident one.
Mr BRYCE: A confidence trick, or part

of a confidence trick. Earlier, during a
previous debate, my colleague the member
for Morley described the move-of which
this Bill is a part-as a hoax. There is
no doubt at all that when the dust and
the confusion associated with this Issue
settles the public will see that this meas-
ure is a confidence trick.

To explain exactly the basis of MY alle-
gation, I point out that on the hustings,
prior to the State election in 1974, the
Liberal Party went to the people with a
Promise to lower the age at which children
would enter school. The Liberal Party
stated It would lower the age to the year
in which a child turned five. We have now
observed two Bills Introduced into this
House for the purpose of allowing the
Government to get Its hands on the money
which has been provided by the Austra-
lian Government for pre-school education.

Mr Clarko: Rubbish!
Mr BRYCE: That is Precisely the pur-

pose behind the introduction of the two
Bills; nothing more and nothing less.

Mr Clarko: The decision by the Liberal
Party preceded any mention of Common-
wealth money.

Mr BRYCE: It is most Important that
we should give some thought to the real
Issue behind the discussion on education
'which has been fostered by the Liberal
Party in this State and ranges back as
far as March, 1974, or a little earlier.

If we go back as far as December, 1972,
when there was a change of Government
at the national level, it will be remem-
bered that for the first time In the history
of Australia we had a national Govern-
ment which was dedicated to providing
the millions of dollars necessary in order
to create something which approached
equality of opportunity In education. So
devastating was the effect of the policy of
the national Government In providing the
hundreds of millions of dollars that the
Liberal Party in Western Australia rea-
lised it had to do something in order to
try to achieve the initiative in respect of
education.

Mr Clarko: And did,
Mr BRYCE: One can well Imagine-
Mr Jamieson. No, you are muddled.
Mr BRYCE: -the Government is work-

ing on it and will be working on it far a
long time. It has brought in this litany
of measures to tinker with the system and
that simply cannot be equated with a solu-
tion to the real problem which is at the
base of the education crisis in Australia.
The crisis came about because for 23 years,
national Conservative Governments in
this country abdicated absolutely their
responsibilities to provide money for edu-
cation.

Sir Charles Court: That's not right.
Mr BRYCE: Well perhaps not abso-

lutely. The Federal Governments were
prepared to continue the Commonwealth
scholarship scheme which a Labor Gov-
ernment initiated towards the end of the
1940s.

Mr Clarko: D~o you say they did nothing
for tertiary education?
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Mr BRYCE: As a result of some of the
Inquiries that were held, these Govern-
ments were prepared to enter the field of
tertiary education.

Mr Clarko: Which helped you.
Mr BRYCE: The greatest problems were

in the primary and secondary education
fields. It was here we were experiencing
the crisis in education in Australia.

A needs survey was conducted in the
early 1970s, and there seemed to be a fairly
reasonable consensus of opinion through-
out Australia that we needed over $1 500
million to be pumped into the education
enterprise in order to reduce the enormous
gap between the sort of education system
we had and the sort a society like ours
should have and was entitled to. Every-
one's mind boggled at the idea that a
national Government could ever find
$1 500 million to redress the balance.

Sir Charles Court: Over what Period?
Mr BRYCE: The important point is

that at national level the Liberal-Country
Party coalition Governments Year after
year and election after election continually
mninimised the problem and shelved their
responsibilities in respect of education.
They simply would not accept financial
responsibility, despite the fact that con-
tinual requests were made for assistance.

When I first stood for Federal Parlia-
ment In 1966. we went to the People on this
issue. We were begging the national Gov-
ernment, with all its resources, to enter
the field of education and begin to spend
some money in this area. We are all aware
of the outcome of the 1966 election. It
simply meant that we had to wait another
six years before we had a national Gov-
ernment which was prepared to accept the
importance of a national responsibility for
the education system. Up till that point
of time the national Government was pre-
pared to tackle and tinker only with
tertiary education. Time after time it re-
jected requests for funds for primary and
secondary education. That is exactly
where the real weakness In the Australian
system of education lay. There is no
question about it.

What has happened since 1972? We had
a change of national Government, and one
of the basic platforms of the Australian
Labor Party was to pump the badly needed
millions and millions of dollars into the
education system, because that was the
only way to deal with the crisis.

This pseudo solution of tinkering with
the system, so ably put to this Parliament
by the member for KarrlnyuP whom I
suspect was one of its architects, does not
attack the real Problem. It was not so
much a need to alter radically the whole
structure of the way Youngsters in this
country are being educated that was caus-
ing the crisis. Difficulties in the field of

education arose by the repeated refusal
of Tory national Governments to provide
funds for the primary and seconidary
sectors of education.

Mr Young: So It is solely money that
buys education?

Mr BRYCE: No, but I am saying that
is the essential feature of the crisis. Every
single State in Australia was crying out
for money to build schools, train teachers
to reduce the size of classes, and for all
the other immediate problems. I do not
suggest that there were not some quali-
tative changes which were well and truly
warranted. However, I do say that mem-
bers on the Government side of the House
are carrying out a hoax. As far back as
February, 1974, the Liberal Party realised
that it had to do something to try to
gain a Political Initiative.

Mr Clarko: And it did.
Mr Jamieson: That is doubtful.
Mr BRYCE: The Australian Labor

Party will always be remembered as the
Party which took the Initiative to provide
the funds for an education system in this
country to put us in a more deserving
position on a national basis. Before 1972
our education system rated with those of
Turkey and Greece. The Australian Gov-
ernment is attempting to bring us to the
level we ought to enjoy.

I wish to return to the matter of the
confidence trick which the Liberal Party in
this State is playing on our people. When
the Liberal Party went to the bustings
earlier this year it promised to reduce the
age at which children enter school. I am
not Opposed completely to some of the
Propositions contained in the Liberal Party
education policy. However, I am concerned
about the hoax and the confidence trick
which is being perpetrated deliberately.

The State Government is not prepared to
acknowledge that the money It is spend-
ing is coming from the national Govern-
ment, and that the promise made In March
of this year will be paid for by that
Government.

I have attended the opening of a number
of different educational institutions in my
own electorate. 11 am sure, Mr Speaker,
you will appreciate that since the entry of
the Australian Government into the field
of primary and secondary education, a
number of library-resource centres have
been opened. These centres are a key
feature of our education system in this
State, particularly in the Primary and sec-
ondary school areas. I find it passing
strange, and I will even make a request to
the Premier to do something to rectify
this-

Sir Charles Court: Rectify what?
Mr BRYCE: At all the opening cere-

monies I have attended, I have not heard
one word of commendation, appreciation,
or recognition, for the fact that the money
came from the Australian Government.
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Sir Charles Court: Prom the taxpayers.
The SPEAKER: I think the member Is

departing from the Bill.
Mr BRYCE: I am relating this very

particularly to the Bill that is before us
right now.

Sir Charles Court: You will be battling.
You do know what Bill we are on?

Mr BRYCE: At the opening of these
library-resource centres in my own area.
I found that the people who have 'written
the speeches for the members of Parlia-
ment who represented the Ministers have
made glowing references to the efforts of
the State Government in education. Not
one mention was made of the fact that
of the 50 library-resource centres provided
for primary schools in this State over the
last 12 months, 41 'were paid for look,
stock, and barrel, with money provided by
the Australian Government.

The SPEAKER: I say again you have
advanced this argument on a previous
occasion, but I cannot see yet how you are
relating it to the measure before us.

Mr BR.YCE: I appreciate your guidance.
Sir. Now I will show you exactly how it is
related.

Sir Charles Court: As regards resource
centres, if the Commonwealth Government
was giving the money, In the proper way,
we would have obtained it without strings
attached.

Mr BRYCE: Before 1972 the Conser-
vative Government spent this money on
F ill's, the Vietnam war, and other useless
ventures. Now the national Government
has selected a different set of priorities.

Sir Charles Court: Yes, they are spenld-
ing the money on Blue Poles.

Ur B3RYCE: Some recognition is due
for the amount of money being spent on
education at the national level. The State
Government wants it both ways-lit wants
to criticise the Australian Government for
providing money with strings attached-

Sir Charles Court: IIIl say we do.
Mr BRYCE: -but when money is pro-

vided for secondary education, library-
resource centres, pre-school education
centres, universities, and various other
essentials, the Government is not prepared
to be big enough to say that a particular
amenity was provided with money that
came from the national Government.

The SPEAKER: Order! Will the mem-
ber for Ascot please endeavour to relate
this matter to the measure before us. In
any case, I imagine it would have been a
better proposition for him to advance his
argument during the debate on the first
education measure and not on this one.
However, I am being tolerant, and I hope
the member understands this.

Mr BRYCE: I appreciate the point you
are making, Mr Speaker. I would also lie
to inform the Government Whip that he

should be very careful when he discusses
tactics in this building. I am aware that
a decision was made at a meeting not so
long ago to close off the debate on the
first measure in a special way. I will not
elaborate on this matter.

Mr Taylor: We are all aware of It.

Mr BRYCE: I will accede to your re-
quest, Mr Speaker, and I will relate my
comments to the Bill before us.

The purpose of the Bill is to redefine
the Interpretation "pre-school education
centre" in the parent Act. The change of
Government at the national level In 1972
saw the Prime Minister of this country
make a promise that every boy and girl
under the age of six years in Australia
would benefit from pre-school education of
the same quality-and would be given the
same opportunities--as their counterparts
in the Australian Capital Territory enjoy.
This is the point to which I wanted to
relate my comments,

In the immediate 12 months after that
promise was made, an interim $10 million
was Provided to establish kindergartens
and pre-school education centres in the
form that we know them in this State.
I am proud to say that one of these pre-
school education centres was established
in my own electorate,

Mr B. T, Burke: And one in mine, too.
Mr BRYCE: It was probably established

In my electorate because, for the first time
In a very enlightened way, money was be-
ing allocated on a needs basis. I represent
an electorate of 36 000 people, and up to
that stage there were only two pre-school
education centres In the whole area. This
policy was enunciated by the Prime Minis-
ter, and he guaranteed that within the
life of two Parliaments, throughout the
length and breadth of this country every
boy and girl under the age of six would
enjoy at least one year in a pre-school
education centre.

Mr Clarko: That Is what we are trying
to provide, Isn't it?

Mr BRYCE: I want to indicate to the
member opposite that any preposterous
suggestion that the Labor Government was
not concerned with providing pre-school
education facilities was absurd, to say the
least.

Mr Clarko: They have not done it yet.
Mr BRYCE: The initiative was taken

by that Government. This Bill is before
us tonight because the Liberal Party, I
imagine in a smoke-filled room-

Mr Davies: Cigar smoke.
Mr BRYCE: -decided to make an at-

tempt to achieve the initiative as far as
education was concerned.

Mr Clarko: And we did.
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Mr BRYCE: This hair-brained idea will
Involve a three-tier change in the educa-
tion system. We have been informed on
the best authority that the idea originated
from the Esperance branch of the Liberal
Party.

Mr B. T. Burke: That is right.
Mr BRYCE: The Idea of enrolling five-

year-olds and changing the point of ar-
ticulation between primary and secondary
level, creating this post-secondary college,
was probably put forward by some farmer
with bunrs of wheat in his ears who at-
tended a Liberal Party meeting and moved
a motion-

Mr Clarko: That is incorrect.
Mr Jamieson: A Samson-like motion.
Several members Interjected,
Mr BRYCE: I am waiting for the mem-

ber for Karrlnyup-
Several members interjected.
Mr Skidmore: That does not make It

right because you say so.
Mr B. T. Burke: The Esperance branch!I
Mr BRYCE: Mr Speaker, do you want

me to call for order?
The SPEAKER: I Will call for order.

You go on making your speech.
Mr BRYCE: We have it on good

authority that that is where this scheme
originated. Of course, we are not in a
position to know for sure, because the
important decision-making meetings of
the Liberal Party are held in secret. In
the Labor Party, we are very open and
democratic: the Press can come into our
meetings, even the important ones.

Mr Young: That is a laugh; the Press
is never present at your decision-making
meetings&

Mr BRYCE: If the Esperance Branch of
the Labor Party had proposed such a
scheme, the Press would have been fully
aware of it. Of course, we will never
know the real truth.

Mr Laurance: Oh, come on! Joe
Chamberlain did not talk to the Press for
40 years.

Mr BRYCE: The member for Karrinyup
was a member of this exalted committee
and we noticed that he reflected the
interest of somebody who probably was
an architect of the scheme. However,
we do not know for certain, because we
have not been told.

Mr Clarko: I have said It three times.
Are you deaf? How much dirt do you have
in your ears?

Mr BRYCE: The Liberal Party dreamed
up this proposition to try to seize back
some form of initiative and that is what
has led the State's education system
and the people involved into such a con-
fusing situation today.

Sir Charles Court: You would like to
think that Is true,

Mr Young: Do you think the same hay-
seed jumped from the same tractor In
every other State of Australia and, prob-
ably, most of the rest of the world?

Mr BRYCE: I can assure the member
for Scarborough that my knowledge of
what has happened in the educational
enterprises in each of the other States is
sufficient for me to know the scheme
dreamed up by the Liberal Party and pre-
sented to this Parliament and the people
of Western Australia certainly does not
appertain in every other State in Austra-
lia.

Mr Laurance: Who paid for your trip to
Brisbane?

Mr BRYCE: I know that this sticks in
the craw of the member for Gascoyne and
his colleague, the member for Murchison-
Eyre. My trip was paid for by the Aus-
tralian G3overnment. Let me Illustrate the
Importance of that trip. In Brisbane there
is a man who is almost as bigoted an~d
prejudiced as the Premier of tnis State
when it comes to recoin ising who is nmak-
Ing the real contribution to Australian
education.

Mr Laurance: I was In Brisbane a month
before you, and I paid my own way.

Mr BRYCE: Advertisements were Placed
in the national Press Inviting peopile
interested in pre-school education to
attend a conference in Brisbane, spon-
sored by the Australian Government.
People from all over Australia were
Invited to this conference.

Mr Laurance:, And they chose you!
Mr BRYCE- I simply forwarded a form

to Brisbane and one of the bureaucratic
sympathisers of the Liberal Party chose
me. It was probably the biggest mistake
he ever made.

Mr Clarko: In your case, It would have
been the smallest.

Mr BRYCE: I had an opportunity to
gain a certain understanding of how close
is the relationship between Blke-
Petersen and the Premier of this State.
Everybody who attended that conference
had his or her fares paid by the Aus-
tralian Government. However, at the open-
ing- of the conference, we heard the
Queensland Premier wax eloquent about
all the wonderful, imaginative things his
party was doing for education in that
State, but no mention of the Australian
Government.

The SPEAKER: Order! For the fourth
time I remind the member for Ascot to
speak to the EmB. At the moment, he Is
speaking on matters which are beyond the
scope of this legislation and, as the
Speaker, I must ensure that his comments
are relevant to the Bill. The honourable
member cannot wander around all over
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the place In a generqil debate on other
matters. I insist that the member for
Ascot return to the subject matter of the
Bn.

Mr BRYCE: I am trying to. Mr Speaker,
but I am sure that members opposite would
be most upset if I did not answer their
rather pertinent, meaningful interjections.

The SPEAKER: Order! Proceed with.
your speech on the Bill!

Mr BRYCE: The Australian Government
promised within the life of two Parliaments
to provide pre-school educational oppor-
tunities for every child In Australia. How-
ever, on the hustings, the State iberal
Party promised to lower the age of admis-
sion to primary schools.

The SPEAKER: Is this matter relevant
to the Bill?

Mr BRYCE: The Bill is about redefining
this matter, Mr Speaker. it proposes to
amend the Pre-School Education Act and
redefine the question of what constitutes
a pre-primary centre.

The SPEAKER: But it is a machinery
amendment, is It not?

Mr BRYCE: I have the Bill here, Mr
Speaker, and I have read it. It seeks to
amend sections 3 and 11 of the Act. Section
3 deals quite clearly with the definition of
what constitutes a pre-school education
centre. It is the whole question relating
to the meaning of the Government's educa-
tion policy In this area I am putting to
the House. It is a fraud: it is a deliberate
confidence trick. The money to be pro-
vided by the Australian Government will
be used without any form of recognition
to implement the State Government's
election Promises. That was the whole
point of my argument.

The SPEAKER: Yes, and you have said
it about three times.

Mr B. T. Burke: And said it very well,
too.

Mr BRYCE: I should like to conclude-
I know to the disappointment of members
opposite, because there are many interjec-
tions I would like to have answered-by
Informing members that the 1974-75
Federal Budget allocated $75 million to
Australian pre-school education. Based on
what has happened In the past, we could
normally expect about 1/10th, or $7.5 mil-
lion of that money.

In 1912 and 1973. the Institutions we
know as kindergartens were being pro-
vided at a cost of about $30 000 to $40 000
each, and $50 000 for double units: these
units were built in areas of need In Western
Australia. I understand that the $7.5
million which is to be provided will be
distributed on the basis of about $4 million
to pre-schools, and $3.5 million to out-of-
school child care and child-minding
centres. On the basis of the cast of pro-
viding these units, this money should pro-
vide at least 100 kindergartens-alWong the

lines of what we know and understand as
klndergartens-iin western Australia. flat
is the important point of definition in this
Bill.

However, that money Is just sitting there,
having been allocated by the taxpayers of
this nation; instead of being used to im-
plement an election promise of the Aus-
tralian Government, it will be used to per-
petrate the State Government's confidence
trick on the Public. Bear in mind that
Liberal Party policy states that it will
lower the age at which children enter
school to five years. Now the Government
has decided to change its policy by calling
It pre-primary schooling.

The point I make about this confidence
trick Is that had It been a simple question
of allowing the youngsters of this State
to go Into primary schools at the age of
five, the Government would have been em-
barrassed: it could never have found the
money to provide the extra buildings and
teachers necessary to Implement this pro-
posal. What the Government has done is
to rename the scheme and call it pre-
primary schooling and, in so doing, lay its
hands on the money allocated to this State
by the Australian Governent for the pur-
poses of Pre-school education in Western
Australia-an amount of some $7.5 million.
That Is a point I make In support of my
statement that this Government Is perpe-
trating a confidence trick on the public of
Western Australia.

MR SHALDERS (Murray) [8.10 p.m.]:
I have listened with interest to the mem-
ber for Ascot again call our policy a hoax.

Mr Bryce: Not your policy, but this BIDl.
Mr S1ALDERS: I suggest that if any-

one Is trying to perpetrate a hoax, it is
the member for Ascot. If he Is not seri-
ously trying to perpetrate a hoax, might
I suggest to members that during his re-
cent trip to the north of this State he
spent too much time in the sun without
his hat on.

I refer members to an article which
appeared in The West Australian on the
9th April, 1974. It is in connection with
child-care centres and pre-school educa-
tion and states-

The issues are Incredibly complex
and wide ranging. On one side Is
most of the Women's Movement fight-
Ing for widespread and urgent govern-
ment provision of creches and 24-
hour-a-day care centres.

The education lobby on the other
hand. Is pressing for pre-schools, with
child care as an afterthought for
mothers who are forced into the work-
force.

Mr Bertram: Forced by whom?
Mr SHALDERS: Forced by the policies

of the Present Federal Government.
Mothers have been forced Into the work
force to try to cope with inflation.
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The SPEAKER: Order! The member
must keep to the measure before the
House.

Mr SHALDERS: I am sorry Mr Speaker;
I was only answering an interjection from
the other side. The member for Ascot
alleges we are hoaxing the people because
we are going to use this money provided
by the Australian Government-as the
member for Ascot would call the Common-
wealth Government-to finance pre-pri-
mary schooling.

In case the member for Ascot Is not
aware of the fact, I in!form him that all
the money that was to have been made
available for pre-school centres under the
auspices of Mr Beazley and his ministry
has now gone to Mr Lionel Bowen to be
allocated for community welfare purposes,
for latch key children, child-care centres
and so on.

Mr Bryce: And pre-school centres.
Mr SHALDERS: Let us hope that the

honourable member Is correct. However,
time alone will tell the tale.

Mr Bryce: You are hoping that what I
say Is correct because that is where you
hope to get your money from.

Mr Skidmore: Your statements are based
on assumption.

Mr SHALDEES: Having established that
Liberal Policy in regard to education Is an
effective policy, let us look at the question
of whether or not the people of Western
Australia want us to Implement our policy.

I refer members to a table on page 46
of the Nott report. Between the years of
1960 and 1964, the number of children
attending one year of pre-school education
rose by 40 per cent; in the four years from
1964 to 1968, that number rose by a fur-
ther 50 per cent; between 1968 and 1972,
it rose by 100 per cent,

Mr Skidmore: How many children were
involved?

Mr SHALDERS: Between 1972 and 1974
the number rose by 37 per cent. I have
already informed the member for Swan
exactly where he can find this informa-
tion. I am not going to run and find
out everything for him. If he wants to
know how many children were involved.
I suggest that he consult the references
which I provided for him.

Our policy has been supported by a
number of people; firstly, by Professor
Edean Hill, Chairman of the School of
Education, Murdoch University. It has
also been supported by the Director of the
Kindergarten Association of Western Aus-
tralla, Mrs Barbara Jones, to whom the
member for Kalgoorlie alluded. He tried
to make out that she was against this
particular aspect of education.

I now wish to refer to a point made by
Mrs Barbara Jones in her submission to
the Nott inquiry of 1972, under the head-

ing of "Recommendations re Terms of
Reference 1". The third point she makes
is as follows-

3. Include, as soon as possible,
children in their fifth year in a kin-
dergarten class in school-

Then in her own handwriting she added
the following-

-and here I should like to endorse
the statements made in a previous
submision by Dr Audrey Little.

Dr Little is connected with the Child
Study Centre of the University of Western
Australia. That is another person who
supports our policy.

The Victorian Teachers' Union is trying
to force the Victorian Government to place
Pre-school education in the hands of the
Education Department. I have spoken
on the report by the Education Commit-
tee of the Western Australian State School
Teachers' Union. One of the recommenda-
tions was--

That Conference approve research
by the Union into experience elsewhere
(including, for example, other Aus-
tralian States and the United King-
dom) re early childhood education,
and Conference further approve that
in the meantime the Union oppose
any moves to implement the policies
of the State Government In this area
of education.

Mr Skidmore: Should we take a little
notice of that?

Mr SHALDERS: If we are to take a
little notice of that, then we should also
take a little notice of the withdrawal of
the W.A. State School Teachers' Union's
Opposition to the implementation of the
pilot school schemes. I believe the occa-
sion was last Saturday when the Presi-
dent of the W.A. State School Teachers'
Union (Mr Bennett) indicated at a semi-
nar on pre-school education at Kojonup
that the union had withdrawn its opposi-
tion to the implementation of the pilot
school schemes to begin in 1975.-

Mr Skidmnore: Perhaps there are two
diff erent schemes.

Mr SHALDERS: If members opposite
consider that everything the Teachers'
Union says is correct, then they should
be prepared to go along with the union
now.

Mr Bryce: It is a Liberal dominated
organisation.

Mr SHALDERS: I would not like to say
that it is politically dominated. I have
been accused by the member for Morley,
who said in another debate something
about the attitude of the teachers. On
that occasion he said the Government has
certainly got the Teachers' Union and the
Professional educators offside.

On that occasion I interjected, but it
does not appear to be on the record, by
saying that it would be difficult for the
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Liberal Party not to get offside with Mr
Knight. I was not referring to him in
his capacity as .Vlce-Presidcilt of the
Teachers' Union; I was referring to him
in his capacity as a professional educator.
The reason I said it was not Possible to
get Mr Knight onside with the Liberal
Party's point of view was that Mr Knight
contested the Karrinyup seat for the Labor
Party at the last election, and he was
soundly beaten by the present member.

Mr Bryce: He did a good Job, as one in
an executive of 19.

Mr SHALDERS: The member for Morley
accused mec of slurring the Teachers' Union
by suggesting it was manipulated by Mr
Knight. I did not do that. I referred
to him in his capacity as a professional
educator, and not in his capacity as the
Vice-President of the Teachers' Union.

The SPEAKER: Order! I think the hon-
ourable member had better get back to
the Bill.

Mr SHATflERB: I conclude by saying
that the members of the Opposition have
called this Bill a hoax. The Leader of
the Opposition has said that the people
of Western Australia have been sold a
pup; that is recorded at page 2359 of Whe
current Mansard.

If the members of the Opposition believe
that it is a hoax, that it is a pup, or that
it is a gimmick as the member for Morley
mentioned, they should register their oppo-
sition to the Bill by making sure their
names are recorded In Hansard as opposing
it. when the vote Is taken, by calling a
division. I support the Bill.

MR CLARKO (Karrinyup) [8.22 p.m.]:
If we do not support this Bill what will
result in Western Australia? If we do
not support this Bill we will leave half
the children of Western Australia who are
in their fifth year without any education,
as is the case now.

Point of Order
Mr BRYCE: Mr Speaker, are you going

to allow the member for Karrinyup to
read his speech?

The SPEAKERP.: The honourable member
will sit down. There is no point of order.

Mr Bryce: He is reading his speech.
The SPEAKER: There is no point of

order. The member for Karrinyup has
Just begun to make his speech. I allow
many members to refer to their notes when
they make their speeches. I say there is
no point of order.

Debate Resumed
Mr CLARKO: I repeat that if we do not

support the Bill, over half the childre in
Western Australia in their fifth year will
be denied a place in a school, as is the
situation now. It will continue to leave

Western Australia trailing in regard to the
provision of education for children in their
fourth and fifth years, as is the case now.

Furthermore, it wml prevent the
beginning of the provision of a place for
every Western Australian child In his or
her fifth year being provided for at a
pre-primnary centre. it will continue a
cost burden on the parents of children in
their fifth year who happen to be lucky
enough to live in an area where there is
a kindergarten which has vacancies.
Most importantly, it will deny equality of
opportunity for the five-year-old children
in Western Australia.

Mr Bryce: When did you discover that?
Mr CLARKO: Members opposite will do

that if they vote against this Bill. I am
sure the member for Ascot will not vote
against it All he has put before us is a
lot of quibble, but I am sure he will vote
for it. Educationally he cannot vote
against the Bill, because his masters in
Canberra have supported the policy.

Let me stress this point: whilst the
member for Ascot has tried to say that
Canberra was Whe first place in Australia
to come up with the idea of providing for
children of this age, that is in fact not
correct.

Mr Bryce: It is correct.
Mr CLARKO: The reason that the Aus-

tralian Government today is able to begin
to promise these large sums of money
rests on the fact that it is ripping off the
Australian taxpayers millions of dollars
more than any Government did before.
That is the reason that it is able to offer
the money; but I should point out that
it has not Paid Over the money as yet
and there is a long way to go before the
Australian Government lives up to its
current promise.

Point of Order
Mr B. T. BURKE: The member for

Barker! I should say the member for
Karrinyup seems to be talking on the
Appropriation Bill.

The SPEAKERt: I was about to ask the
member for Karrlnyup to refer more
closely to the measure that is before the
House.

Debate Resumed
Mr GLARKO: The deliberate slip of the

tongue by the member for Balga reveals
his normal level of skill in repartee.

Mr Jamieson: It excels yours.
Mr CLARKO: The member for Ascot

has talked about the Federal Government
providing money to erect 100 kinder-
gartens in Western Australia.

Mr Bryce: That was an estimate.
Mr CLARKO: I shall not demur frm

that. I am sure the honourable membcr
realises it will take a very long time to
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establish 100 kindergartens in the State.
It will be Interesting to learn where they
will be sited. If we are told they will be
erected In new areas where primary
Schools have not Yet been established,
I say the best Place to erect those kinder-
gartens would be on the sites that have
been allocated for conventional schools.
That is what we have advocated.

If we adopt the measure before us we
will Provide What is set out in the Nott
report which lists a summary of educa-
tional findings that support the provision
of this form of education. It sets out the
reasons as to why we should support what
we are doing. The summary of the find-
ings Is as follows-

(a) Children have more success in
reading at the end of the first
grade than children who do not
attend kindergarten.

(b) Children who have attended kin-
dergarten are superior to the non-
kindergarten children in their
total readiness and maturity as
rated by the teacher.

(c) Kindergarten children are signi-
ficantly superior in linguistic at-
tainments and aptitudes, visual
and auditory perception, motor
skills, and in their ability to fol-
low directions.

(d) Children who have kindergarten
experience or special school readi-
ness tend to be more successful in
meeting the tasks which they en-
counter upon admission to the
first grade and formal instruction.

(e) Children with kindergarten ex-
perience have Increased readiness
for academic learning, greater en-
thusiasm for school, improved re-
lationships with other children.
better care of materials, and
quicker adjustment to regular
school life.

That is a summary of the research under-
taken in the USA, Canada and Australia. I
quoted the summary, because I felt it was
important to have those points which
strongly advocate the measure before us
recorded.

Kindergartens in Western Australia to-
day are located on the degree of initiative,
interest, and resources of the local govern-
ment authority and its ratepayers. Fitz-
gerald, writing in a Journal entitled Pre-
School Education in Australia, had this to
say-

The education of young children in-
volves issues of social justice as well as
formal learning.

I would like to finish on this note: The
proposal was never to provide formal edu-
cation for these children. That was al-
ways stated, and the Phrase used was
"semi-formal". It Is precisely written into
our Policy speech that it shall be semi-
formal, and that was to distinguish it from

the formal education applied In grade 1.
If anybody has any doubts as to what was
Intended and said and took place, I should
like to reassure him.

Mr B. T. Burke: Where is the specific
reference?

Mr Mensaros: I gave you the reference
in the previous debate; I even gave the
Page number.

Mr CLAUKO: In view of what the mem-
ber for Ealga has said, I think his com-
ments indicate clearly what his liver is like.
I do not intend to reply to his interjection.

The Opposition is merely quibbling. It
uses a great torrent of words, but in fact
members opposite will all vote for this
measure and the reason is that it will be
to the benefit of all children in their fifth
year. It will advantage not only those in
their fifth year, but also those in their
fourth year. I commend the Bill to the
House.

MRt SKmDMORE (Swan) [8.31 p.m.]: I
have no academic qualifications. The only
qualification I have is that I am a parent.
I have heard members on both sides of
the House submitting their views at an
academic level and I am sick and tired
of it. I Just happen to be one of those
simple people who Is a parent and has
a family unit. I have raised myV children
to adulthood and I am sick and tired of
teachers telling me, a parent, what is good
for my children or what may be good for
my grandchildren. It seems to me that
the most important people those in
authority are falling to understand and
reach are the parents of the day and the
family unit.

So many times educators insist that our
children must be educated and must com-
mence to gain that education before they
are five years of age. This is because some
educator states that the children will thus
be better able to understand and react to
learning at six and seven years of age if
they have had some pre-school education.
That is not my idea of the beas upon
which to assess the ability of a child to
become educated and take its place In
community life. To start an education a
year earlier will merely mean that the
child will be educated a year earlier, and
for what purpose? Why is it that we must
commence the education of our children
before they are six or seven years of age?

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order!I

Mr SKIDMORE: I will handle one in-
terjection at a time. I can handle them
all, but one at a time.

Mr Clarko: You said they must start
their education earlier. I deliberately
stated that it is not compulsory, so it is
not right to say they must start it earlier.
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Mr SKIDMORE: To answer the inter-
jection I would say that I have seen many
voluntary scemeres introduced by all Gov-
ernments and then by same strange quirk
of nature they seem to become compulsory
in a short number of years.

Mr Shalders: When it becomes compul-
sory you can talk about it.

Mr SKIIDMORE: Education is not com-
pulsory at any age in certain countries.
Today in this State we have a compulsory
set-up under which children are com-
pelled to remain at school until they reach
a certain age. To me that is absolutely
stupid. If a child has no interest in be-
coming educated, be will not be made a
better student or citizen by being com-
pelled to remain at school. That is at one
end of the scale. Now at the other end
of the scale we are saying children must
commence school a year earlier merely
because some educators say so.

As a parent I1 am certainly not convinced
that this is the answer. What concerns me
is the family unit. Continually we com-
plain about the complexities and social
problems facing our children and we are
told that education is the answer to all
these ills. I do not believe by any stretch
of the imagination that this Is the answer
to the problem. We hear It said that our
children are gone from us and now we
are going to make it possible for them
to go at an earlier age still. I am cer-
tainly opposed to the proposal.

My youngest boy is now 21 Years of age
and, quite frankly, I1 feel he has been
taken from me too quickly. We Just do
not have our family unit long enough
and yet it is stated that we should have
our children removed from us at a younger
age still, taking them out of the family
unit and placing them in an area where
they will be supposedly educated-or they
may stay at home if that Is the desire of
the parents.

I regard this as a reckless interference
with the family unit. It has been made
patently clear that we should keep the
family unit together for a much longer
time and as a parent I just cannot under-
stand the logic of the present proposal. I
can visualise no reason or benefit to be
gained by a child of five being able to
better absorb education because of pre-
school experience. The only result will be
that instead of being fully educated at 17
years of age, as is the case now, the
children will be fully educated a year
earlier. I suspect that maybe some people
want the young folk to go out into the
world earlier in order to fit into the
capitalist system and produce a profit for
it much quicker than they would do if
they commenced school one year later.
That is bow I see the situation.

If a parent Is judged on the standard
of education his child reaches. I have
failed dismally as a parent. None of my

children has gone on to University. Is
this supposed to be a Utopia? Is the level
of academic learning we reach the means
by which we judge success? If so, I have
been a dismal failure as a parent who has
brought up five children. However, not
one of my children is suffering from any
lack of initiative or ability to meet re-
sponsibility in this society. Not one of
them is unable to undertake business ven-
tures. My eldest boy left school-

The SPEAKER: Order! I think the
honourable member should get back to the
Bill before the House.

Mr Shalders: You are speaking against
the Australian Government's policy.

Mr SKIDMORE: Whether or not I am
opposing the Australian Government's pol-
icy does not concern me at this time, As a
parent of children I am expressing the
opinion that I see no value in children com-
mencing education at an earlier age. I
see no reason for their not commencing
school at seven years of age.

Mr Hartrey: Hear, hear!
Mr SKIDMORE: Why should children

not stay at home longer? Why do we have
to send them to school at five or six years
of age?

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr SIDMORE: Why can we not keep

them at home until they are seven or eight
years of age?

A child should be educated to understand
the values of social living. A person should
not be judged on his ability to use educa-
tion as a means to amass great 'wealth.
People have a wrong sense of values. It Is
possible for a person to be a good business-
man even though he has not been well
educated, and it Is possible for a, person
to be a good citizen without having studied
at a tertiary level. The great majority of
people in Western Australia and Australia
generally have had no tertiary education,
but they have become very good citizens
and have reached high levels In society.
Some of them are well and truly known to
us and are to be found in both the Liberal
Party and the Labor Party and It has not
mattered to them what year they com-
menced school.

I did not intend to speak to this Bill,
but as the debate progressed I felt com-
pelled, as a parent and grandparent, to
express an opinion. I believe I represent
many parents in Western Australia who
have expressed their opposition to this
legislation. They do not want It and they
have a right to reject It. They will be the
people who will certainly not send their
children to school at an earlier adte. If
the Bill goes through-and according to
my crystal ball, it Probably will--same
parents may send their children to school
earlier. However, the great majority of
parents in Western Australia believe that.
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the family unit Is more important than Is
the right to send their children to school at
an earlier age. An earlier education might
make some children good mathematicians.
and so on, but it certainly will not make
them better able to understand and fit in
with the social strata in Western Australia.

MRS CRAIG (Wellington) (8.41 pm.]:
Under the guise of pre-school education
we have been discussing parents, equip-
ment, space, and money, but we have
heard precious little about the children.

This Bill Is an honest attempt to try to
give to those children who have so far
been denied it, a pre-school Year and it
is abundantly dlear to anyone who bothers
to think about the matter that there are at
the present time many small children
cooped up in fiats and houses with mothers
who have very little social intercom-
munication with anyone else. When these
children enter school they are socially
deprived.

Mr Bryce: But those children will not
go to school.

Mrs CRAIG: These children will now
be given the opportunity to have a pre-
school experience. They will mix with other
children and have an opportunity to be
assessed by trained teachers. They will
be assisted in their difficulties so that
when they fially enter their grade 1 year
the grade 1 teacher will find them much
easier to handle.

Mr Jamieson: You make me laugh.
Mrs CRAIG: It is well known that the

drop-out rate of grade 1 children is very
high.

Mr Bryce: Let them do it again. What
is the difference?

Mrs CRAIG: A child might not succeed
In grade 1, but because of the chrono-
logical method we use, the child progresses
to grade 2. If the child has not made the
grade in its first year, it will be well and
truly behind in grade 2 and this is the
situation which dogs the child until it
leaves school.

Mr B. T. Burke: That makes sense.
Mrs CRAIG: Is there anything wrong

with an honest attempt to try to ensure
that children who have been denied this
opportunity before are given it now?

Mr B. iT. Burke: If It Is an honest
attempt, no.

Mr Byrce: It is not an honest attempt.
Mrs CRAIG: It is a very honest attempt

to do Just that and we have been shot at
from all sides because members opposite
are trying to make Parents believe that
we want to put children into a formal
education class, but this is not the case.
We have never said it would be. We have
always said it would be informal and

voluntary education. It is incredible to
listen to people say these stupid things
which have been thrown at us all the time.

Mr Skidmore: Don't look at me when
you say it because I admitted this very
fact. Look at some of the others.

Mrs CRAIG: The member for Swan is
an obvious target! Parents sometimes wish
to hang onto their children and keep them
at home, but this is not necessarily the best
for the child. Even the member for Ascot
can muster a spark at that remark i

If it becomes the normal thing for all
children in their fifth year to be able to
obtain a pre-primary year's experience, I
suggest that many a mother. in the first
instance, may take the opportunity to get
rid of her Betty Jane for half a day, but
she will soon find that as her friends are
sending their children, Betty Jane wants
to go to school. We will thus achieve what
we are attempting to achieve.

Mr Clarko: Hear, hear!

ME B. T. BURKE (Balga) [8.45 pm.]:
This debate has so far proceeded along a
line which is sometimes difficult to relate to
the Bill before the House, mainly as a
result of the machinations of those Gov-
erment members who find their position
Indefensible.

Before continuing I wish to draw to the
attention of the House a conspiracy to
prevent the member for Ascot from making
a contribution to this debate. Remarks
heard outside the Chamber indicated that
a deliberate attempt was made to curtail
debate on the Preceding measure and that
certain people thought those responsible
should be Praised. Let me state my posi-
tion quite clearly. In my opinion, the
member for Ascot has added immeasurably
to this debate and has truly hit home with
cogent and undeniable reasons.

In my opinion, it Is necessary that we
consider this Bill only because the Govern-
ment has failed to define its Intention
quite clearly at the appropriate time. Had
the Government stated quite clearly from
the outset that it intended to introduce
compulsory pre-school education-

Sir Charles Court: Which it has not.
Mr B. T. BURKE: -1 am sure we would

not argue with its attempt to redefine
prne-school education. But no; the Govern-
ment was not honest enough to say It In-
tended to introduce pro-school education.

Point of Order
Sir CHARLES COURT: Mr Speaker, on

a point of order, we tolerate a certain
amount from the member for Balga be-
cause we know what he is: but I object
to his imputation about dishonesty and
I ask that the words be withdrawn.

Mr May: He was not referring to an
individual.
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The SPEAKER: I ask the member for
flalga to withdraw that remark.

Mr B. T. BURKE: I am quite happy to
withdraw It.

Debate Resumed
Mr B. T. BURKE: In accordance with

its attitude, which was not in accordance
with the facts, this Government ap-
proached the People prior to the election
on the 30th March and said It would lower
the age at which children would enter
primary school. It did not speak about
pre-school education or kindergarten
schools: It spoke about lowering the age
at which children would enter Primary
schools.

Sir Charles Court: On a voluntary and
informal basis. Do not distort that.

Mr B. T. BURKE: In their flight to mend
the fences. members of this Government
made all sorts of Qualifications after first
laying down the lines on which it would
undertake the flight.

Sir Charles Court: Read out the policy
speech.

Mr B. T. BURKE: The Government said
it would lower the age at which children
entered Primary school. Because it did so,
It placed itself in the Position Of having
to redefine, through this 3111, a pre-school
centre. The Government, having initially
taken a position, vacillated by talking about
kindergarten schools. The Government
cannot tell me it did not talk about kin-
dergarten schools. It did. The next
moment we were talking about pre-primarY
schools. No-one knew what the Govern-
ment Intended to do. We now know be-
cause, placed in the Position of being able
to do nothing without the generosity of the
Australian Government, this Government
has at last Maid to the people of his State,
"We will be doing a certain thing", and the
reason it said It would be doing that thing
Is that it knows it can do nothing without
taking advantage of the money it has de-
liberately held back from the children of
this State.

If the member for Wellington wants to
talk about the children of this State and
say they are the most important people, let
her explain why the money was not used.
The responsibility for denying to children
the pre-school education which Was Pro-
maised to them by the Australian Govern-
ment and for which the Australian Gov-
ernment made available vast sums of money
Is on this Government's head. In a mealy-
mouthed fashion, this Government wants
to gain Political kudos by promising first
one thing, then another, and then taking
advantage of the Australian Government's
generosity to allow It to do anything.

We have the farcical situation of the
member for Karrinyup getting up and say-
ing, "We made a real step forward with
our education Policy." In the metropolitan
area at the election on the 30th March, the

Government polled fewer votes than It
polled when we assumed Government In
1971. That Is how attractive the education
policy is.

Mr O'Neil: We won one seat in the met-
ropolitan area.

Mr Jamieson: That has nothing to do
with it.

Mr B. T. BURKE: If I might in a short
aside comment on the interjection of the
Minister for Works about winning one
seat, I will refer to the Queensland situ-
ation where a Premier of the same ilk
boasts that he can win Government with
2D Per cent of the votes.

Mr Bryce: That is typical. They call it
democracy.

The SPEAKER: Order! You have made
your point and you should proceed.

Sir Charles Court: Blelke-Petersen is a
great Premier.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr B. T. BURKE: Let us recap on this

Government's performance in the field of
education, and in so doing 'ye will under-
stand the real reason which compelled the
Government to introduce this measure.
Let me make my position quite clear. I am
voting for this measure, of course.

Several members interjected.

Mr B. T. BURKE: And I will be doing
so quite happily-

Mr Shalders: You are compromising
yourself.

Mr B. T. BURKE: -because I will be
doing so without the duplicity which is
inherent in the position of the Government
parties which makes them say one thing
on the one hand, another thing on the
other hand, and then do a third thing.

Several members interjected.
Mr B. T. BURKE: Let me recap for the

benefit of "Little Sir Echo" from Murray.
This Government started out by saying
to the people of this State that it would
undertake to implement a certain policy.
When confronted with the impossibility of
financing that Policy, the Government
changed tack, and Instead of talking about
bringing children into school at a lower
age it began to talk about kindergarten
schools. I have yet to hear anybody deny
that kindergarten schools were spoken
about, and to explain what has happened
to them. We thought we were going to
have kindergarten schools.

Mr Clarko: That Is because you are so
rarely in the House.

Mr B,' T. BURKE: If I could move
logically towards the point of this
Bill, progressing from the situation
where the Government was going to
lower the schoool entry age we reached
kindergarten schools. Rapidly we left
kindergarten schools behind because we
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realised they could not be financed-
there was no money available. So we have
now decided, as evidenced by this Bill, to
redefine pre-school centres. In one fell
swoop this redefinition will allow us to
take advantage of an immense amount of
money made available by the Australian
Government: but at the same time the
refusal to take advantage of that money
Prior to the redefinition inherent in this
Bill has meant those children about
whom the member for Wellington spoke
have been deprived.

Mr Shalders: You denied 200 000 child-
ren the chance.

Mr Bryce: Rubbish!
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr B. T. BURKE: Having explained

quite clearly the machinations through
which this Government has progressed to
the present position, it is now necessary
for me to speculate about why it has done
so. The reasons for adopting a certain
stance are no doubt pertinent to that
stance, and on reflection it is not very
difficult to see why the Government has
adopted its present position. Tonight, we
have seen two novice members-two fresh-
man members--carrying the brunt of the
Government's attack. The members for
Karrinyup and Murray have both spoken
at length about this measure.

Mr O'Neil: I thought the Opposition was
supporting the Bill.

Mr B. T. BURKE: That demonstrates
quite clearly the ineptitude of the senior
Government members and Ministers with
regard to education. It is no secret, be-
cause for 23 years the Liberal-Country
Party coalition ignored education until
social pressures reached an insupportable
level.

Mr Young: I thought when you got your
education a Labor Government was in
office.

Mr Watt: I recall your having said on
many occasions that back-benchers were
not allowed to speak.

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Balga.

Mr B. T. BURKE: I was saying that for
23 years a Liberal-Country Party coalition
demonstrated its Ineptitude and shied
away from the area of education, refusing
to be associated with It and refusing to
relieve the States of the tremendous
burdens which were being forced upon
them, until finally the pressure became
Impossible to bear. Only as the Australian
Labor Party assuned office did the Lib-
eral-Country Party coalition even begin to
pretend about education; and the miracles
which have been wrought in this field in
just two years are quite amazing. There Is
no doubt that the Inaction of the Liberal
Australian Government-

The SPEAKIER: Order! I think the hon-
ourable member had better get back to
the Bill and relate what he Is saying to

the Bill. It is a one-page Bill dealing with
the machinery for the administrative set-
up in relation to pre-sohool education-
call it what one will.

Mr B. T. BURKE: if I could recap
briefly on the line I 'was following. I will
explain why the redefinition would be un-
necessary if there were not available a
huge amount of money in a form which
could not be tapped-

Mr Bryce: That Is right.
Mr B. T. BURKE: -unless the Govern-

ment changed the definition.
Mr Bryce: That Is the only way its

promise can be paid for,
Mr B, T. BURKE: 'For the benefit of

the members on the other side of the
House. I wil go back to the origin of that
money which would never have been avail-
able in years past, If I comment briefly
on the inhuman slaughter In Vietnam.
perhaps we might be able to see where
the money now being spent on pre-school
centres was previously being expended.

Mr Young: Your own Prime Minister
gave an undertaking to hold defence ex-
penditure at the same level, so let us not
kid ourselves.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr B. T. BURKE: Once again we have

a simplistic interjection by the member for
Scarborough who thinks It is worth while
to talk about levels of defence expenditure.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr B. T. BURKE: I would prefer to

talk about how the money is being used.
The SPEAKER: Order! I do not want to

Prevent the member for Balga speaking
legitimately to the measure before us but
he is beginning to range far and wide.
Would the honourable member endeavour
to adhere more strictly to the terms of the
legislation before the House?

Mr B. T. BURKE;* I accept your rul-
ing, Mr Speaker, but you will understand
It Is extremely difficult when extraneous
interjections continue to fly across the
Chamber.

The SPEAKER: I have heard extran-
eous interiections from both sides of the
House from time to time. Please proceed
with the legislation or I will have to sit
you down, and I do not want to do that.

Mr B. T. BURKE: With your protection,
Mr Speaker, I will confine myself to the
Bill. I ask this House to determine its
own opinion as to the honesty of a Cloy-
ermnent which would bring this measure
bef ore us and claim for Itself the kudos
which will follow Its passage. This meas-
ure will open the door to funds which
have been withheld from the children of
this State for some time. Once these funds
are released through this measure, they
will flow through channels built by this
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Government and will result in the Gov-
ermnent claiming for Itself the kudos
'which does not rightly belong to It.

Mr Shalders: Rubbish!
Mr Skidmuore: We are not talking about

rubbish.
Mr Shalders: The member for Balga is.
Mr Jamieson: He should be recycled.
Mr B. T. BURKE: I do not wish to

weary the House. I will say briefly in con-
clusion, firstly, that I was dismayed at
the open attempt to conspire to Prevent
the member for Ascot from making a con-
tribution: and secondly, that this measure,
which provides for the Government to use
money which has been made available by
the Australian Government undoes in one
fell swoop the education policies of this
Government. While I support the Bill, I
oppose the duplicity of the Government.

MIL JAMIESON (Welshpool-DeputY
Leader of the Opposition) (9.00 p.m.]:
There Is no doubt some confusion is en-
titled to exist when one has regard for
the Policy of the Liberal Party. That
policy does not achieve what some people
think It achieves. I refer particularly to
the member for Wellington. If she has
read the Liberal Party policy she ought
to read it again. I intend to enlighten
her by reading the appropriate sections to
the House. Firstly, the Liberal Party has
two policies dealing with this subject mat-
ter-

The SPEAKER: Pre-school education?
Mr JAMIESON: Yes, Sir, It deals with

pre-school education, and then with the
admission of five-year -olds into primary
schools, as provided for In the Bill before
us. I say confusion Is entitled to exist
when we find the following points in the
policy of the Liberal Party in respect of
pre-school education-

We believe every child has the right
to attend a Pre-school centre or
kindergarten.

' We will encourage kindergarten
attendance on a non-compulsory
basis for all children.

" We will co-operate with local
authorities to provide kindergar-
ten and pre-school centre sites.

" We will introduce a per-capita
State assistance grant for the
running casts of every approved
or permit-holding pre-school edu-
cation centre.

That is a very noble venture. I do not
suppose we could argue with that. In
fact, Probably we would agree with it as
It is similar to our own thinking on this
subject. However, the confusion arises
when we turn to the next section which
deals with primary schools and state--

In Primary schools-
*We will lower the admission age
to the Year In which the child
turns five.

*We will accept admissions on a
term or half yearly basis, regard-
lng the first year's programme as
being semi-formal.

To my way of thinking the formal educa-
tion of many children could be put back
at least six months, because the first year
of education is to be semi-formal. I be-
lieve if children attend a year of semi-for-
mal education they will be worse off than
they are under the present system.

I do not know at what age a child should
go to school. I am fortunate in that I
have available to me the practical advice
of my wife who was a teacher. She taught
infants exclusively, and she was not a
BA or a $10 MACE, or anything like that.
She was an ordinary school teacher who
taught infant grades, and she has some
practical knowledge of this matter. She
told me it was always difficult for children
whose birth dates were in the last half of
the Year to keep up with those whose
birth dates were in the first half of the
year. However, she qualified that by say-
Ing she had one exceptional scholar-the
best she had ever had-whose birthday
was in December. That would be the ex-
ception that Proves the rule.

The point I am coming to Is that Instead
of making life easier for grade 1 school
children and teachers, this Bill will make
things much more difficult. We are to
have different types of educational In-
struction. We will have kindergartens
with kindergarten teachers, and pre-school
centres which will be attended by children
on a sort of voluntary basis. -I take it
that If the child's mother is not too well
or the child Is feeling sick, he need not
attend the pre-school centre. There will
be no degree of compulsion in respect of
attendance, and parents will not be re-
quired to see that their children receive
pre-school education. We could be in-
volved in the problem of chasing parents to
find out whly their children are not at-
tending for education.

This is a complex situation because one
must deal carefully with young children.
One must be careful that a child does not
duck off somewhere else and not attend
school because he may have inherent
fears about education.

Then we will have the mix-up of chil-
dren In grade 1, some of whom have
received a pre-school education and some
of whom have not. I would be far more
enthusiastic about agreeing to a measure
such as this if some degree of compulsion
were placed upon 54-year-olds or even
five-year-olds to attend. It could be so
arranged that if children are immature
they need not attend school. The Educa-
tion Act already contains provisions to
that effect. Even some slx-year-olds are
sent home by headmasters because they
are just not capable of absorbing school
work at that age, and they are able
to mature for another year. 1f we had
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a form of compulsion with a let-out like
that I would be more inclined to agree
to it. I would far rather see a form of
compulsion so that we would ensure all
children received some form of pre-school
or kindergarten education.

I do not like the idea of a potpourri of
pre-school education, because it will lead
to absolute confusion. It will achieve pre-
cisely what the member for Wellington
does not want to prevail. She thinks
this scheme will benefit children and en-
able them to go further ahead. She feels
that teachers will be able to concentrate
more on different sections of students un-
der their control and, therefore, they will
be able to ensure that their students pro-
gress at a more equal rate.

Mrs Craig: More so than if half have
attended pre-school for a year and half
have not.

Mr JAMIESON: That will not be any
good, because the teacher will still have
to try to bring them all to the same stan-
dard.

Mr Clarko: You are quite wrong.
Mr JAMIESON: That is exactly what

will be required under the Act, because
the grade 1 children are compelled to go
to school.

Mr Clarko: May I point out that chil-
dren do not pass a grade or level of
education at the end of grade 1. They do
not pass out of grade 1 having passed a
test.

Mr JAMIES ON: This is where the
MACE comes into It. I point out a mace
may be used for many things. It is most
effective for putting people to sleep and
probably could be used most effectively in
this Chamber at times.

Mr Watt: Right now!

Mr JAMIESON: If the situation the
member for Karrinyup is putting across
does not apply and children are passed
into grade 2, the next teacher will have
the problem the first teacher could not
handle. Therefore, the comments of the
member for Karrinyup mean nothing. So
it goes on. and as the member for Wel-
lington Indicated there Is a lowering
of standard all along the line and
children cannot keep up. I suggest we
should have a very hard look at this situa-
tion. It is no good coming up with two
policies on the one subject and trying to
marry them simply for the purpose of
obtaining money from the Commonwealth
when it is in a generous mood. That is
not a good policy. We must formulate a
decent policy and stick to it.

I suggest more thought should be given
to the matter. It should not be left to
all the experts who do not seem to be
experts. I would like to see more notice
taken of practical school teachers who

have had the experience of teaching In-
fants, rather than taking notice of aca-
demics or medicos who have no practical
experience of dealing with children in the
early stage of their education.

Mr Shalders: What about the education
committee of the Teachers' Union?

Mr JAMIESON: I have been associated
with a few education committees, and I
am not too keen on some of their decisions.
They tend to come up with some airy-fairy
ideas and are as likely as not to lead one
into the situation of having two policies
for the same subject, as obviously occurred
in the case of the statement made by
the Leader of the Liberal Party on the
hustings.

It is unwise to make provisions which
could complicate situations. Under the
Bill before us possessive parents could
keep at borne their 5+ to 61-year-old
children, because there will be no formal
requirement that they attend schaol. That
will muck up the system properly. I sug-
gest this is a hotchpotch system. How-
ever, we have no alternative but to agree
to it because it may provide more pre-
school education than is presently avail-
able In some areas. Therefore, we are
forced to go along with the measure.

However, on the other hand It seems
to me within a short time we will have a
Bill before us to alter the legislation
because It will become necessary clearly to
state the Position and the Policy of which-
ever party is in Government at the time.
Whichever Government is In power, it must
have a Policy on pre-school education
which is much clearer than the one before
US.

This Policy deals with kindergartens and
Pre-school centres in a horrible mix-up.
Basically, at the moment children attend
kindergarten in the year before they attend
school: but, of course, under this Hill
they will attend kindergarten at the age
of three or four years. Goodness knows
what we will finish up with. We will be
extremely lucky If the teachers of these
young children do not become despondent
and give up the ghost.

Kindergartens will vie with the pre-
school centres, and one will have an
advantage over the other because those
attending kindergarten will pay fees and
those attending pre-school centres will not.
We will finish up with parents complain-
Ing bitterly that they must pay fees
because their children attend kinder-
gartens, whilst the parents of those who
attend the Pre-school centres do not pay
fees.

If members opposite think about the
matter they will realise that is the stupid
situation we will finish up with. I would
like to achieve the best possible system of
education in this State, and I do not think
what the Government has put forward Is
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anywhere near that. It is merely a hotch-
potch. We must go along with it because,
as an Opposition, there is nothing we can
do about it. Therefore I am reluctantly
forced to support the Bill.

MR DAVIES (Victoria Park) [9.13 pmn.):
It was not my Intention to enter this
debate. I did have a few comments to
make, but I thought they were fairly well
covered before the tea suspension. How-
ever, the machinations of the Government
immediately following the tea suspension
made me feel I should not be reluctant to
rise and make a few comments.

Sir Charles Court: Are you going to
explain why the member was not in his
seat?

Mr DAVIES: I was on the telephone.
Sir Charles Court: I didn't mean you.
Mr DAVIES: If the Premier is referring

to the member for Murray not being in
his seat, I would not suggest that was by
arrangement because I do not want to be
unkinn.

A member: You might be assuming some-
thing.

Mr DAVIES: The Premier asked why the
member was not in his seat, and I
explained the reason I was not present.
He did not say which member he was
referring to, so I was merely putting two
and two together. I did not receive the
benefit of a pre-school education, so if on
this occasion I came up with the wrong
answer. I apologise.

Mr Shalders: What is the use of speak-
Ing to two members of the Opposition?
only two members were present.

Mr Jamieson: You might have convinced
them, and that would have made two
more on your side.

The SPEKERX: order! The member
for Victoria Park should be allowed to
make his speech.

Mr DAVIES: As a result of those machi-
nations I am now In a position to make
my speech. The Bill before us and the
previous Bill are practically identical.
Each amends its principal Act to enable
the Government to bring Its policy into
being.

As you know, Mr Speaker, the previous
measure, and this one, read practically
the same, as one seeks to amend the
Education Act and the other seeks to
amend the Pre-School Education Act, and
so what is applicable to one, is, In effect,
applicable to the other, unless I have a
different Instruction from You, Sir.

The SPEAKER: At this juncture I only
make the point that this is an adninis-
trative measure as defined by the member
for Kalgoorlie when he made such an
admirable speech.

Mr DAVIES: I was merely pointing out
that one Bill Is of no use without the other,
and whatever Is said about one can be
said about the other, However, this Bill
and the Previous one are both necessary
to allow a pilot scheme-a. different educ-
cation scheme-to come into being,

I am not certain whether or not there
will be only six centres-three In the coun-
try and three in the metropolitan area-
but these six centres. will accommodate 150
children. I suppose a start has to be made
somewhere. It Is only a small start, but
I prefer to see it made in this form to
ascertain whether it is a practical form
of education. How the Government will
overcome the difficulties that will be met
in implementing it, I do not know. If
there is only one class in a town where
more than 25 children wish voluntarily to
attend this class at an early age, I do not
know what method will be used to select
those who will attend the class, I am
wondering whether the person making the
selection will say, "You are amU under six
years of age and you are all eligible, but
I will take you, and you, but I cannot take
you, you, and you." How the Government
will overcame this practical difficulty I do
not know, because I am certain that in
the metropolitan area there will be more
than 25 children seeking admission to any
class that will be conducted under this
pilot scheme.

One has only to attend a pre-school
centre anywhere In the metropolitan area
-I can speak with personal knowledge of
the Lady Gowrie kindergarten in Victoria
Park-to ascertain that the list of children
who are awaiting enrolment is much
greater than the kindergarten can handle.
So, having set up these centres, how will
the Government decide who will be
selected as one of the 25 children who will
attend any one class? If the Government
can tell me this, I will be interested to hear
it, because many people will regard these
classes as a child-minuding service. They
will put their children to school at the age
of five instead of six and they will be
sorely disappointed when they find that
only 25 children will be accommodated in
any one class.

However, this is a start, and a start has
has to be made somewhere. Nevertheless
this Is not what we expected it to be nor
is it what the public expected it to be.
However this Government has decided to
Implement this pilot scheme; it has the
numbers to put Its decision into effect and
we wish It well. I hope the scheme works.
I do not know whether such a scheme of
education conducted In a voluntary
capacity and informally will be any better
than the education provided now in pre-
school centres.

Mr Sodeman: At the moment such edu-
cation is not available to everybody.
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Mr DAVIES: It is not suggested that
these six pilot clamss will be available to
everybody. How long will It be before this
form of education will be available to
everybody? No-one has given an estimate
of the number of classes that will be
necessary or how many children wish to
avail themselves of the education that
will be offered by these classes. Also.
there has been no estimate of how many
teachers and the number of buildings that
will be required. No-one has said where
the classes will be held: whether they will
be held in a primary school or in an exist-
ing pre-school centre. None of these
questions have been answered.

So It cannot be suggested that this is a
Panacea for People who wish to have their
children educated at an early age. I am
one of the fortunate or unfortunate per-
sons who has a child attending kinder-
garten and I am able, I think, to assess
some of the value of these pre-school
centres. My daughter is not old enough
to attend kindergarten full time. She
attends only two hours two afternoons
a week. However I know there are
dozens of mothers who have daughters
or sans of the same age who are anxious
to enrol them in that kindergarten. I
registered my child a week after she was
born so that she could be enrolled when
she became eligible.

The Government now proposes that
within three years any parent will be able
to send his child to a school to get an
informal education before he reaches the
age of six. This is of great concern to
me because of my practical interest in
the matter. I have made some inquiries
in regard to the subject. I heard members
on the other side of the House chaileng-
Ig the member for Mt. Hawthorn to tell
them what inquiries he had made. How-
ever, members on the Government
side of the House this evening have
told us where they have obtained their
information. Not one member on that
side of the Chamber has said, "I went
and spoke to so-and-so." Not one has
ever quoted any authority on the subject,
excepting, perhaps, Mrs Barbara Jones.
However, I have, because of the circles in
which I move, and because of my practical
interest in the subject, spoken to many
people and they fall into two categories;
those who say they are expanding and
support the scheme, and those who are not
empire-building, who do not support it. it
is as clear as that.

Mr Clarko: Do the parents you know
support It In the main?

Mr DAVIES: Many parents want their
children to go to some sort of school.

Mr Clarko: The majority?
Mr DAVIES: No, but there are many.

I have instanced my own daughter who
attends a kindergarten in Victoria Park.
There is no doubt that there will be many

parents who will want to use these centres
as chl4-minding centres who will be moat
disappointed when they discover that,
although it Is a voluntary scheme, there
is no place for their child, because the
place are limited, This is how it seems
to me.

There are those who support the scheme
who wish to see their empires being ex-
panded and some jobs being made avail-
able for them, and there are others who
have a real practical interest in children
who are generally in favour of the scheme.

Mr Nanovich: Are you going to support
the Bill?

Aft DAVIES: I have already said I will
support the Bill.

Mr Shalders: Are you implying that the
Teachers' Union Is trying to build an
empire?

Mr DAVIES: I am supporting the pilot
scheme because this Is the best the CGoy-
erment can offer, and I am curious to
see whether it will work. I can only hope
that when members opposite realise that
It will nut work they will be adaptable
and make a change to a scheme that will
work. As I understand it, the Teachers'
'Union is supporting the pilot scheme. The
union, as a whole, is reserving Its support
for the scheme until it sees how the pilot
scheme will work. When I got up to
speak I said I would support the measure
because I want to see how It will work.
However I am supporting it conditionally
and I can only hope that it will work, be-
cause many people desire to put their
children to school at an early age but
not In this atmosphere. What concerns
me is the age at which a child will attend
these classes. I have heard many quota-
tions made this evening and I have a
document In my possession at the moment
dealing with research on early childhood
education which is known as "E.CE." This
Paper on the research came from the
Hewitt Research Centre, University Sta-
tion, Berrien Springs. Michigan, USA.
49104.

I have quoted that address should any
member wish to write to that centre. The
Person mentioned In this document is
Professor Raymond S. Moore, who, appar-
ently, Is also the Chief Executive Officer
of the Hewitt Research Centre.

Because of my own situation I read this%
document with a great deal of interest.
It did not go the way of so many other
papers that come my way; that is, into the
wastepaper basket. This is an interesting
research, but as far as I can see it was
conducted in the 1960s. Apparently it was
10 years ago, because part of this research
was conducted in 1964.

There are many paragraphs In this
document but I certainly will not read all
of the three Pages. However, If any han-
ourable member would like to peruse it
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he is welcome to do so, or if any honour-
able member wants me to table It I will
do so. I quote as follows-

Except for the handicapped or sev-
erely deprived, research provides scant
evidence for lasting benefits from
early schooling, and then efforts are
usually expensive, small-scale, with
three to five students per teacher.
Empirical evidence favors later ad-
mission for normal children. It
strongly suggests that for early ent-
rants there is a greater likelihood of
regression or loss of motivation (as
well as deterioration of attitude as
demonstrated by Husen) as the years
pass, while the late starters appear
generally to improve their positions.

I am afraid I am not familiar with
Husen.

Mr Clarko: What age does he favour?
Mr DAVIES: Further on comparative

studies are dealt with.
Mr Clarko: Give us the age he favours.
Mr DAVIES: The age of the child was

quoted as being from 5J to six;, six to
64; 6* to 64. and 64 to 6*.

So It can be seen that the starting age
is from nearly six years to almost seven.
It was within that range that the studies
were conducted.

Mr Clarko: Were you uncertain of the
commencing age?

Mr DAVIES: I was uncertain In that I
was trying to find out whether or not
there Is an advantage in giving a child an
early schooling. My own daughter, for in-
stance, was born early In January, so she
will have turned six when she attends
school. I wanted to know whether this
would be an advantage or a disadvantage.
According to this document it Is an ad-
vantage for her because it states-

If your child was born lust one day
too late and is just unlucky enough
to miss entering school this year, the
chances are that he Is just lucky
enough to miss an unhappy schooi
experience and gain a happy one.

Some detail of the research that has been
conducted over the years and the results
obtained are then given. The results indi-
cate that there is an advantage in a late
start, because this document reads as folP
lows-

Prof. Moore does not deny that
E.CXE. can he of benefit to a very
small group, particularly those who
require therapeutic treatment, nor
does he deny that children can learn
at the age of 5. His main thrust is
that Children would learn more effec-
tively, and certainly be more secure,
happier and less likely fail academic-
ally, socially, emotionally and psycho-
logically if education was postponed
until maturity had taken place.

Re The Gifted Child:- Professor
Moore states:-

"I am not sure that even for a
gifted child, early schooling is deair-
able. It seems to me the brighter the
child the greater the danger. In other
words, I would like to see such a child
have a very firm and stable base built
in the home working with the mother
and the father in developing a sound
base of self-respect and then when he
goes to school he will carry It away
in a race."

I thought that was of Interest. I found it
particularly Interesting, as I have said,
because my own daughter attends kinder-
garten. However, what gives me cause for
concern is the results of the Government's
policy. If there Is truth In what Professor
Moore says, the action to be taken by the
Government may not be as beneficial as
It hopes it will be. As I have said, it is a
voluntary scheme, and we are not certain
how the selection of the children will be
made, We do not know who will be the
lucky or unlucky 25 children who will be
accommodated In these classes. This
scheme could prove to be an embarrass-
ment to the Government if it finds that
50 children desire to take advantage of It,
hut the parents of those children are told
that there are places for only 25,

I am prepared to support the measure.
Although It Is not what I or the public
expected it to be, it is the best we can get.
It is a pilot scheme and although I am not
entirely in favour of It I am anxious to
see how it will work.

MR MENSAROS (Floreat-Minister for
industrial Development) (9.30 pmn.l: It
took an unusually long time for the Op-
position to signify its support of the
measure.

Mr Taylor: That's your fault. You
should have given us an opportunity
earlier.

Mr MENSAROS: As was stated, this is
purely a machinery measure and I1 do not
want to come into conflict with Standing
Orders so I do not think I am entitled
even to reflect on some of the expressions
which were aired.

The main speaker of the Opposition
virtually repeated a speech made on a
previous measure by the member for
Morley, except that he added a few head-
line-catching adjectives. Therefore I
simply refer the honourable member to my
comments on the Previous measure be-
cause they reply to his contentions.

Mr T. D. Evans: Are you referring to
me?

Mr MiENSARO.S: No. I am referring to
the member for Ascot and the member for
Balga. The member for Kaigoorie spoke
to the Bill. That was the difference.
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Those members who mentioned the sub-
ject of the Bill were In considerable con-
fiet with one another. Although all sup-
port the measure, some advocated earlier
childhood education, and some were dia-
metrically opposed to It. Some gave It
either support or opposition on expert ad-
vice, and some rejected It out of hand
without any expert advice and said that
only practical people, whether parents or
teachers, particularly involved In this field
should be consulted.

As I have said, with every new measure
differences of opinion occur, and that Is
rightly so. Any decision taken must be
based on practical experience as well as
any experiments which have been under-
taken and are reported on In various pub-
lications and these, to the best of my
knowledge, are contrary to what the mem-
ber for Swan and perhaps the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition observed.

In those publications It has been stated
that children who had started an earlier
education, when examined from various
points of view at a much later stage more
often had a higher percentage of compre-
hension and had much better results than
those who had started later, and this Is
one of the reasons the trial should be
undertaken. I again emphasise that what-
ever we call this informal education on a
voluntary basis does not matter very much
to me.

The member for Wellington, and to a
certain extent the member for Swan, in-
troduced some human elements which
were quite commendable.

I am sorry to say that despite all the
lengthy debate, an important part of the
measure has not been mentioned at all. I
can recall that when the original legisla-
tion was Introduced by the member for
Kalgoorlie we debated this particular pro-
vision at considerable length, and the
member for Kalgoorlie will recollect that
we were not happy at that time, in Oppo-
sition, about the machinery Involving the
Ne-School Education Board and council
members and their election. Indeed we
contended that it would not work out In
practice, and this is the situation. I do not
blame anyone for this, but the situation
has to be rectified and this is done In the
second part of the Bill which, unfortun-
ately, did not merit any mention by any
of the speakers.

Mr T. Dl. Evans: I spoke about it briefly.
Mr MENSAROS: I am referring to this

debate, because I do not think I am per-
mitted to refer to the previous one. Some
of the members who participated in the
debate did not even touch the subject
matter but used it as a political arena,
but It is up to the House to tolerate such
deviation from Standing Orders. I comn-
mend the Bill to the House.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

in Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr

Thompson) In the Chair; Mr Mensaros
(Minister for Industrial Development) In
charge of the Bill.

Clause 1 put and passed.
Clause 2: Section 3 amended-
Mr T. D. EVANS: I do not wish this to

be taken as an attempt to ambush the
Minister. I did intend to refer to the
grammar used In clause 2, but forgot to
do so. I believe that the word "or" in line
4 on page 2 of the Bill should be "nor" to
be gramrnatically correct, although I do
not Intend to pursue the matter.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 3 put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and

the report adopted.

Third Reading
MR MENSAROS (florest-Minister for

Industrial Development) (9.38 p.m.l-. I
move-

That the Bill be now read a third
time.

MRt BRYCE (Ascot) (9.39 p.m.]: My
comments will be brief, but I desire to
make two or three pertinent remarks, and
one in particular. It was suggested that
my Initial comments earlier in the debate
were not pertinent to the purpose of the
Bill. I can appreciate that this Bill has
been interpreted as being an administra-
tive measure.

Because it has been said that my earlier
remarks were irrelevant to this measure
I propose to draw the attention of the
House to the point I was making In res-
pect of the amending clause. I stressed,
and I reiterate, that the purpose of this
Bill Is to redefine what constitutes a pre-
school education Centre to enable the
State Government to avail itself of the
moneys coming from the Australian Gov-
ernment and which that Government Is
providing to fulfil Its election promise of
some two years ago.

I draw attention to the definition of
"Pre-school education Centre" in section
3 of the Act. It reads as follows-

"pre-school education centre" means
an assembly at appointed times of
three or mare children over the
age of three years but-

Here is the classic phrase-
-under the normal age of admis-
sion to a State primary school
for the education, guidance and
care of those children, but does
not include an assembly of child-
ren all of whom are members of
the same family or of not more
than two families;
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The amending clause seeks to change the Sir Charles Court: mr Whitlam has
interpretation of what constitutes a pre-
school education centre purely to enable
the Government of Western Australia to
say that this policy it is about to imple-
ment qualifies for the money available
now from Canberra. The following are
the words which it will add to the defini-
tion in line 9 of the Interpretation-

or an assembly that takes place in the
course of the carrying on of a Govern-
ment school under the Education Act,
1928.

In my earlier remarks on the Bill I believe
I made the point sufficiently clear that this
is exactly what the Government is attempt-
ing to do, and members on the other side
suggested that In fact the ALP and Gov-
ernments comprising ALP members were
not really concerned about the question of
education In Australia. Therefore I feel
It Is my responsibility during the third
reading stage of the Bill to present three
separate facts to illustrate that the re-
marks made by the member for Murray,
the member for Karrlnyup, and the Minis-
ter, for that matter, were not accurate.

The particular point I would like to
illustrate now. referring purely and simply
to the question of figures, deals with ex-
penditure. The whole of this issue is
before us right now because a certain
amount of money is being made available
and the attitude of the State Liberal Gov-
ernment has been one of failure to recog-
nise credit when it is due. In this respect
it is referring to pre-school education op-
portunities for which $75 million has been
allowed in the most recent Australian
Budget.

Mr Shalders: I hope the money is still
going to be made available f or pre-school
education.

Mr BRYCE: It will not all be for pre-
school education. That is not the ex-
clusive need of children in this country
between the ages of zero and five years.
There are very many other social needs
including out-of-school child care and I
am sure the honourable member appreci-
ates that.

The $75 million which has been allo-
cated will be spread over the whole area.
Some of It will obviously be channelled
into pre-school education centres. I un-
derstand from my inquiries that the bulk
of it will go there, anyway.

Sir Charles Court: That Is when It is
sorted out who will be the Minister.

Mr BRYCE: That has already been
sorted out.

Sir Charles Court: Not really.

Mr BRYCE: A decision has already
been announced with regard to what the
Children's Commission is doing.

my comments on the Children's Commis-
sion, along with the thoughts of other
Premiers. including Labor Premiers.

Mr BRYCE: I am not the slightest bit
concerned.

Mr Rush ton: Why should the Common-
wealth Intrude into State business?

Mr BRYCE: If there were a constitu-
tional opportunity for this State Govern-
ment, or any other Government in this
country, to prove that were so I am sure
that Government would rush off to the
High Court right now. That is where one
goes for such decisions. When one argues
about the responsibility of the national
Government, and when one objects to the
national Government playing a very
positive role in education, one should go
to the High Court to Prove that the
Federal Government Is bypassing the Con-
stitution. The member opposite knows, as
well as I1 do. the result of a certain de-
cision made In the mid-1940s.

The point I want to make Is that an
accusation has been made from the other
side of the Chamber disputing the arg-
ment that the Australian Labor Party is
the party which has taken the initiative in
education. I Will illustrate my point by
presenting three particular figures to show
that it was the Australian Labor Party.
when in Government at a national level.
which took the specific action required to
solve the crisis in education in this court-
try. In 1971-72-

Sir Charles Court: The member has
picked up Mr Malcolm Fraser's words.

Mr BRYCE: In 1971-72 a sum of-
The SPEAKER: Order! Will the mem-

ber sit down? You will have to speak to
the measure before us.

Mr BRYCE: Mr Speaker, I am happy to
relate this illustration to the measure
before us.

The SPEAKER: I do not want an
itemnisation of what the Federal Govern-
ment has done in the education field.

Mr BRYCE: Mr Speaker-
The SPEAKER: Do not argue; just pro-

ceed with your speech.
Mr BRYCE: Prior to 1974-in particular,

1972-no money was available for pre-
school education in Australia. This is
where the actual argument starts about the
redefinition of what constitutes a pre-
school education centre in Western Aus-
tralia. I am relating to that argument
the proposition that before 1972 no
national Government made money avail-
able for pre-school education. The simple
reason is that national Governments before
then-

Mr Rushton: The honourable member
is a little inaccurate.
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Mr BRYCE: I will admit I am a little
inaccurate, and it is a very little bit,
Indeed.

Sir Charles Court: Just keep going.
Mr BRYCE: I am not sufficiently pre-

judiced to say that not one cent was
made available because money was Pumped
into training colleges- very little bit.

I believe it Is most important that out
of the amount of $1 500 million allocated
from the national purse for education in
1974-75. a sum of $15 million will be spent
on pre-school education centres. One-tent
of that amount will come to this State,
and that is the amount allocated for the
second full financial year of the present
national Government. During 1973-74 a
sum of $780 million was spent on educa-
tion throughout Australia.

Mr Rushton: Half of it was lost on
inflation.

Mr BRYCE: I thought the member for
Dale would find an inane way to detract
from the credit which should go to the
national Government. He should wait
until I quote the figure which his Govern-
ment spent on education.

Sir Charles Court: In real dollars.
Mr BRYCE: I reiterate, during 1973-74,

$180 million was spent on education at the
national level, and dispersed to the States
for very specific purposes. A total of $10
million of that sum was for pre-school
education centres, and the share which
came to Western Australia materially assis-
ted pre-school education in this State.

As a result of that money, a total of
10 pre-school education centres have
already been provided at this stage. Let
us now go back to the dying years of the
Liberal-Country Party Government in
Canberra, and let us take the figure for
the last financial year, 1971-72. In its last
Budget the Liberal-Country Party Govern-
ment allocated $112 million.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr BRYCE: Out of that amount,

nothing came to pre-school education.
The SPEAKER: Order! I do not intend

to permit the member for Ascot to con-
tinue to talk about education in this
general vein. Unless he speaks more Par-
ticularly to the local scene, and refers to
the Bill before us at present, I will have
to sit him down. I have asked him, on a
couple of occasions, to keep to the meas-
ure, and I expect him to do that. Some of
his remarks are reiterative and repetitive,
and I ask him not to continue in this vein:
The member for Ascot.

Mr BRYCE: I indicated when I rose to
speak to the third reading that there was
evidence to prove that some of the argu-
ments presented by Government members
during the debate on this subject were
wrong. I indicated there were three par-

Ils)

ticular statistics which I wanted to present
to the House to show that the-

The Speaker: Order!
Mr BRYCE: I am saying-
The SPEAKER: Order! Will the member

sit down? I do not want the member for
Ascot to continue In this vein. You may
make brief reference to the third point if
you like, but then, for heaven's sake, get
on with the Bill.

Mr BRYCE: I have made the third
statistic, and I have presented the third
figure to the House, which I proposed to
do.

The SPEAKER: Well. I do not want re-
capitulation. Just proceed with Your
speech.

Mr BRYCE: I have presented the
figures in a way to show that the amount
of money being provided for Pre-school
education is the whole reason for the Pre-
sentation of this Bill to the House.

The SPEAKER: The member for Ascot
has said that on a number of occasions.

Mr BRYCE: And that is exactly why.
Mr Speaker, I wanted an opportunity to
Illustrate-

The SPEAKER: Have you anything
further to say?

Mr BRYCE: I want to illustrate the
true position. Those are the three Points
I wanted to make.

Question put and passed.
Hill read a third time and transmitted

to the Council.

APPROFRIIATION BILL
(GENERAL LOAN FUND)

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 30th October.

MR T. D. EVANS (Kalgoorlie) [9.53
p.m.]: When introducing the Loan Esti-
mates the Treasurer indicated that a sum
of $8 million was being placed In a sus-
pense account in anticipation of the
Government having to assist certain of
the larger semi-goverrnental authorities
to raise their loan programmes during
this current financial year. He went on
to say that, for example, It was likely the
State Electricity Commission, and also the
Metropolitan Water Board, could well be
classed In that group which It was antici-
pated would be confronted with some diff-
culty.

The Treasurer, when speaking to prev-
ious Budgets introduced by former Gov-
ernments, consistently argued that the
Revenue Budget and the loan programme
should not be considered In Isolation, but
should be considered in globo, and I agreed
with him.

I do not know what the present situation
is in Victoria since Sir Henry Bolte handed
over the reins of office but we are aware
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that during his term as Premier-I do not
know whether it was during his entire
caneer, but Particularly during latter Years
-he adopted the practice of conduct-
Ing the affairs of Victoria, both revenue
and capital, on what he called a cash basis.
Everything went Into the one kitty, and as
accounts were presented they were paid if
there was any money in kitty. There was
no real distinction between capital and
revenue; the only difference, of course,
was the method of getting the money to
put into kitty.

I come to the point that whilst our
Premier consistently claimed that we
should consider one Budget programme in
conjunction with the other, meaning rev-
enue and capital-with which I agree-
when he introduced the Revenue Budget a
significant feature of the revenue-raising
Proposals was to impose on certain of the
State authorities a surcharge on the prof-
its of those bodies, such surcharge to find
Its WaY Into the Consolidated Revenue
Fud. One of those bodies was the State
Electricity Commission.

Approximately one week after the in-
troduction of the Appropriation Bill (Con-
solidated Revenue Fund) the Treasurer in-
troduced the Loan Estimates, which we
now have before us. When the Treasurer
delivered his speech he made the forecast
which I have mentioned. He anticipated
that the State Electricity Commislon and,
Possibly, the Metropolitan Water Board
and some of the larger semi-govermcntal
authorities would mast likely find diffi-
culty this Year In raising their loan pro-
rammnes.

I understand that In the Past all those
authorities Were able to raise their loan
borrowings, and largely they had been
successful. I do not know whether it was
done ethically, but it has been done by
Governments of all plumes. The difficulty
has been overcome by using profits for
Purposes of capital needs.

On this occasion I make the forecast
that, having regard to the surcharge which
will now operate in respect of the State
Electricity Commission, one body I have
Ina mind, and taking part of the profit-
and I see where that concern made a profit
of $6 million for the rear as a result of
its Operations in the metropolitan area-
to that extent there will be that much
less Money, or revenue cum capital,
which will be available to complement its
normal operations. If, as the Treasurer
anticipates, there will be added difficulty
this year the situation could well be a
marked one. I am surprised that the
Treasurer, knowing the situation full well
and having a global command of the rev-
enue and capital situation confronting
this State, should have, In the light of his
knowledge of the borrowing Programme of
the SEC alone, put the surcharge into the
Consolidated Revenue Budget on this oc-
casion.

The Treasurer went on to add that a
further sum of $8.7 million will be made
available to offset a likely Budget deficit
in the Consolidated Revenue Fund.

Our leader last evening did not forget
to remind the member for Scarborough
that when the Government he led so ably
for the last three years adopted this pro-
cedure In the last of those three years
of using-not loan moneys--moneys made
available by the Australian Government
for capital purposes by way of rant, he
was very strongly criticised by that
member. By using this method my
leader did not Incur any penalty In
terms of interest. in fact, a past Premier
of Victoria (Sir Henry Bolte) adopted
this practice and boasted about working
on a cash basis. The amount to which my
leader had to have recourse last year was
anticipated to be approximately $6 mfl-
lion. However, by good husbandry and
excellent management of the State's af-
fairs, the amount of capital made avail-
able by the Australian Glovernment by
way of grant was much less than the fig-
ure anticipated. This is despite the claim
made by the member for Scarborough
prior to the election that the Treasury
was in a parlous condition and that there
was a need for a worth-while and immed-
iate inquiry into the state of the Treasury.

Here we find the Treasurer of a Govern-
ment of which the member for Scarbor-
ough is a supporter-and I do not Intend
my speech to be a witch hunt with the
honourable member as the focal point-
intends to set aside a sum of $9 million
of money made available for capital pur-
poses by the Australian Government, again
not attracting the interest penalty. I make
the point that what is good for the goose
apparently 12 months later seems to be
good for the gander.

I note with some pleasure on this oc-
casion that smaller authorities--this in-
cludes small State authorities such as the
Country High School Hostels Authority,
various Port authorities, and others outside
direct State Interest-are to come within
the third-tier of government, local gov-
ernment. All these local authorities are re-
ferred to collectively as smaller authorities
for Loan Council procedures and are now
permitted to borrow up to $500 000 each.

I recall being with our leader, I think
in 1973, when he was successful In having
the amount under this heading increased
from $300 000 to $400 000. In each of the
previous years he made a similar plea, but
it fell on deaf ears. When I had the
honour to be with our leader at this meet-
ing in Canberra, I gained the impression
that some of the Premiers believed we
had an inordinate number of small authori-
ties in Western Australia. Somehow or
other I got the sneaking suspicion that
they thought we were putting something
over them. We seemed to have more small
authorities per capita than any other
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State. I am really thrilled to see that
members of the Loan Council and all State
Premiers were agreeable to this amount
being increased to $500 000. This is a far
more meaningful figure.

Mr Rushton: It is a bit of an embarrass-
ment this year to raise It.

Mr T. D. EVANS: The Treasurer says
that even the SEC may have some em-
barrassment raising its programme. I do
not intend to speak at any great length,
nor do I intend to make an in-depth analy-
sis of even some of the provisions in the
Loan Estimates. However, I have noted
some points which I think are of signifi-
cance and to which I would like to draw
attention.

The Leader of the Opposition referred to
the provision made for-perhaps "for" is
not quite the right word-a new Art Gal-
lery. I had previously made a note on my
pad about this, and with some humility I
thought, "Perhaps great minds do think
alike." No provision Is made in the Loan
Estimates for a new gallery apart from a
mere sum of $40 000) which has been set
aside for drawing up the plans, presumably
of the new Art Gallery. This appears to
me to be a breach already of the election
policy put forward by the Government.
Reference is made very frequently to that
little blue manifesto, but if members care
to look at it again they will see there a
clear undertaking to do something about
an Art Gallery in the life of this Govern-
inent-that is, 1973-1976-but to set aside
a sum of $40 000 can hardly be called a
start. Things will have to improve drama-
tically in 1975-76 if we are ever to have
a new Art Gallery.

Mr Shalders: Don't buildings often start
with plans?

Mr Rushton: Not with a Labor Govern-
ment.

Mr T. D. EVANS: It should not take four
months for the plans to be prepared. I
understand the present director (Mr Frank
Norton) is well endowed with plans he has
been carrying around for years. I believe
these plans could still be used.

I want to draw attention to a provision
that has been made-I hope it has been
made because I have a cryptic reference
here-for the Country High School Hostels
Authority on page 43. The global amount
actually borrowed for 1973-74 was $975 533.
That was the total for the hostels at
Albany, Bunbury, Merredin, Moora, Narro-
gin and Northam, for additions and other
works. When he replies I would like the
Treasurer to account for the fact that less
than half that amount is provided for
1974-75-$490 000. This brings us back to
the education policy of the Government.
and I do not wish to dwell on that for very
long. However, it Is salient to recall that
yesterday afternoon I introduced a motion
in relation to the proposed transfer of
children of the age of 11 plus from primary
to secondary school. I suspect this policy

will be qualified, but if it is not qualified,
and It is implemented. It will impose a
tremendous burden on existing hostel
accommodation.

The answers given to questions asked by
me show that the key hostels are already
severely taxed, and they do not have suffi-
cient accommodation for the intake of
Younger children. One would have thought
that a tremendous injection of loan funds
would have been made available to meet
this need. However, the amount seems to
be less than half the amount borrowed last
year. It is for this reason I raise the
matter with the Treasurer.

I turn now to page 38 of the Loan Esti-
mates and in particular to the provision for
the Government Employees' Housing
Authority. In 1973-74 the actual amount
borrowed for the works programme was $1
million. The proposed borrowing for the
1974-75 year is exactly half that amount.
It Is amazing how one can return so fre-
quently to the field of education, but I
wish to refer to a letter, dated the 9th
Ocober, 1974, which highlights an area of
great unrest in the teaching profession,
and Particularly in regard to teachers in
the manual arts branch of the department.

Accompanying this letter was a Photo
copy of the minute which is explained in
the letter, The minute is headed, "Educa-
tion Dept. Parliament Place, West Perth,
6005", and It is dated the 16th September,
1974. 1 do not know whether this minute
was actually signed, but obviously it wa
intended that the Director-General of
Education would sign It. Something has
happened and the cat is among the
pigeons. The minute read-

You are aware that District High
Schools are being staffed with new
promotional positions of Deputy Prin-
cipals (Primary) In 1975.

The successful applicants for these
positions are likely to be married
people. Under existing Departmental
policy regarding accommodation, every
effort Is made by the Department to
supply official quarters for the holders
of these promotional positions.

Although the recent provision of ad-
ditional finance has enabled further
housing to be programmed, it has not
been possible to ensure provision of
an additional house from January
1975 for the Deputy Principal (Prim-
ary) at a number of centres.

Every endeavour is being made to
Provide additional accommodation in
these centres, but should this not be
possible the Department will be obliged
to allocate existing Government Em-
ployees' Housing Authority accommo-
dation as official quarters to the
Deputy Principal. It is necessary to
take this action to ensure that an
appointment of Deputy Principal
(Primary) can be effected In these
schools.
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Then we get the crnch, or the king hit--
The quarters at present occupied by

you have been selected for this pur-
pose and I regret therefore that It
appears necessary for you to vacate
by 31st December, 1974.

If you cannot obtain alternative ac-
commodation a transfer will be in-
evitable at the end of the year, and
a form of application Is enclosed, for
You to indicate your area Preferences.
If you have not already applied for
a transfer and you wish to do so, this
form should be completed and re-
turned to the Department by 3st
October. 1974.

The letter attached to this minute is from
the Manual Arts Branch of the State
School Teachers' Union of Western Aus-
trais. It is addressed to "Senior Masters
or teachers in charge please circulate to
all Manual Arts Teachers". It reads-

Enclosed is a copy of a letter that
was sent to teachers in thirty-three
District High Bchools.

So presumably the minute was sent, al-
though not necessarily in minute form.
The letter continues-

Sixteen letters were sent to teachers
of Manual Arts. These people are to
be evicted from their GZE.A. homes
to make way for a new Deputy Head,
Primary that will be appointed to all
District High Schools next year.

Many of the recipients of these
letters are experienced teachers who
have been at their present school for
a number of years and have no desire
to leave the district. In some cases
alternative accommodation is unavail-
able in the town and they will be
forced to transfer.

One of the problems facing District
High Schools is that they have diffi-
culty attracting experienced teachers
who are prepared to stay at the school
for a number of years. Often with
the exception of the Head and Deputy
Head the staff is comprised almost
entirely of inexperienced teachers.
Many of these transfer after one or
two years.

The letter goes on to give examples of
hardship experienced by certain teachers.
These teachers are designated by letters of
the alphabet, and I do niot intend to refer
to them to illustrate my point, except to
say that the Education Department was
well aware of the change In policy affect-
Ing what used to be known as Junior high
schools. A junior high school was a
primary school with a secondary top.

When I had the honour of being Min-
ister for Education I Initiated this change
in policy back in 1972. But, of course,
these things could not be done overnight;
they had to grow. For a start, there was
a change In name. Henceforth, these

schools were to be known as district high
schools. There was also to be a change in
structure and an enrichment of courses
available, Particularly in the country
areas. It is only now that this poicy is
making an impact and the department
and, indeed, the Government should have
taken greater steps to ensure the extra
demand for housing in these areas was
met. According to the letter to which I
Just referred, the Government appears to
have halved the amount of housing avail-
able under the Government Employees'
Housing Authority scheme.

Sfr Charles Court: No, you are reading
the wrong column.

Mr T. D. EVANS: I would like the
Treasurer to explain this point when he
replies. Instead of augmenting the pro-
grammie, the Government seems to have
reduced it.

Sir Charles Court: Have you been in
touch with the Teachers' Union in the
past fortnight?

Mr T. D. EVANS: No.
Sir Charles Court: They will tell you a

different story.
Mr T. D. EVANS: I should like to con-

clude by asking a question which has
many parts and Is contained under
several headings in the Estimates. Per-
haps I should know the answer to my
question; however, I plead ignorance for
the sake of the greater knowledge coming
to me. Without wishing to make myself
a target, I notice for the first time that
the Department of Development and
Decentralisation has a works programme.
It is the first time I realised that. Having
made those comments I conclude. I
realise I have only scratched the surface;
however, I leave It to my colleagues to
analyse these matters to a greater extent.

MR BERTRAM (Mt. Hawthorn) (10.19
p.mi.J: To say that the Appropriation Bill
(General Loan Fund) is a disappointing
piece of legislation would be to grossly
understate the situation. I will give rea-
sons for that statement shortly. Of course,
one of the reasons is a direct consequence
of the Treasurer having neglected to do
a good job in respect of the Revenue Bud-
get, because although he finished up with
an expenditure of about $1.5 billion, he
found himself unable to prune the figures
by a miserable $8 million in order to bal-
ance the Budget. In consequence, this
loan Budget reflects a debit of $8 million,
when in fact It should reflect no such
figure.

Furthermore, the mode of presentation
of the Budget simply is not good enough.
One should not have to be a mixture of
Sherlock Holmes. Ferry Mason. and a
ferret in order to piece together from sun-
dry nooks and crannies what happens to
be the total loan picture for the State.
To say that is not to reflect upon the
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Treasury or any officers of that depart-
ment, because the mode of Presentation
of the Budget and the General Loan Fund
Estimates of expenditure which we have
before us is the conventional way of doing
it; however, It is long overdue for reform
and vast improvement.

We hear talk of open government. Of
course, some People mean what they say
while others obviously simply Pay the pro-
position liP service. I believe--and I re-
peat what I said in the debate on the
Revenue Budget-that the time Is long
overdue for figures such as we observe on
pages 4 and 5 of the Estimates document
to be well and properly published for the
benefit of the public. They should not
simply be placed before the Parliament;
there is no secret about them; they are
not difficult to comprehend and should
be published in the daily Press on a num-
ber of occasions at what would be minimal
cost so that the public may read and
come to grips with the Precise situation.

What is there that Is so complicated
about the items listed on page 4 uinder
the heading of, "Summary of the Esti-
mates of Expenditure" and on page 5
under the heading, "Estimates of Receipts"
which comprise lists of a dozen or so
items? I would certainly not want the
Publication of these figures to be turned
into some sort of political exercise. What
I am asking is that the accounts be pub-
lished so that the people may have the
opportunity to read them; they should be
accompanied by proper explanatory notes.
However, they should be simple explana-
tions rather than a ton of verbiage so
that the people wanting to become aware
of the State's financial Position may have
that opportunity.

At the moment, the only right the
people have, if they have the time and
inclination, Is to come In here and start
delving around to get same inside Infor-
mation about It. In the Interests of open
government, the figures contained on
pages 4 and 5, with appropriate nota-
tions should be published to enable the
people to know the State's Position.

If it were to cost a significant amount
and would put us to great inconvenience,
it might be a different matter: but no-
body has suggested to mue that either of
these situations would obtain as a result of
the implementation of my Proposition. As
I have said, it seems thoroughly unsatis-
factory that for members--and, for that
matter, any member of the public-to
get the total picture of the State's loan
position, they must first know of this
document headed, "General Loan Fund
Estimates of Expenditure for the year end-
ing 30th June, 1975" and find there what
I will call for convenience the conven-
tional account. They must then go to
Hansard-in this case, page 2224 of Vol.
11-to obtain under the heading "Works

Programme" other vital statistics which
would interest anybody who has amy inter-
est at all in the financial position of the
State. They must then go back to page
2223 of the same volume and under the
heading "Commonwealth Specific Purpose
Payments of a Capital Nature', they would
find these words-

These payments by the Federal Gov-
ernment are Dot subject to Loan Caum-
cil approval and because they are
fully described in the Commonwealth
publication Payments to or for the
States I do not propose to deal with
them in any detai.

Prom there, a person interested in know-
ing about the State's financial position
would proceed to another publication.
which is not even the property of this
House: It belongs to the Parliamentary
Library. I believe there is only one copy
Of this Publication, so I do not know how
the other 80 members would get on, This
Publication is titled Payments to or for the
States and Local Government Authorities
1974-75. A person must follow that tor-
tuous Journey and If he has niot wearied
by then he will have the relevant aspects
of the Budget before him.

I realise that my proposal is a departure
from tradition and that, in a sense, certain
of these moneys not coming from the State
do not belong in a single document; but we
can all read and write and we could easily
add a few extra pages providing these de-
tails so that members may get the whole
story instead of getting It In instalments
like a fairy tale on the radio. That is
what I am urging we should do.

Let me now turn to the documents we
are considering; what do we find when we
start to reconcile the whole story? on
Page 5 of the Estimates document there
are items under the headings "Common-
wealth Capital Grants for General Pur-
Poses", "Loan Repayments", and "Balance
in General Loan Fund at beginning of
Year". There is then a closing balance, and
that virtually Is the whole story. The Loan
Budget comes to $88.560 million.

As members will have observed, the
items to which I have Just referred do not
include specific purpose grants from the
Australian Government. One of the mea-
sons the Treasurer made a very cur-
son' comment upon these figures and then
said, "You can find It out for yourself; I
am not going to tell you" may have been
that he was aware that the specific pur-
Pose grants coming to this State from the
Australian Government were huge, to say
the least, and have grown at an extra-
ordinary rate over the past few years-
that is to say, quite obviously, they have
grown from the time the Australian Labor
Party became the Australian Government.
However, more on that in a moment.

What concerns me at this stage Is that
if members look at the Australian Gov-
ernment publication, Payments to or for
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the States and Local Governmient Authori-
ties 1974-75, at page 254, they will. see a
couple of figures which reconcile to the
cent the figures appearig on page 5 of
the Estimates document. Those two
Items happen to be borrowings approved
by the Australian Loan Council, an
amount of $64.278 million and Common-
wealth Capital Grants for General Pur-
poses, an amount of $21.641 million.

Those two figures reconcile precisely if
one takes into account note (b) on page
5. Then we get into an area of difficulty,
because the only mention I can find which
is relevant to specific purpose grants ap-
pears on page 2224 of the current Hansard
under the heading "Works Programme".
The item Is,-

Commonwealth specific purpose pay-
ments--$77 575 000.

At page 2223 of Hansard we find the
Treasurer asked us to look at this partieu-
lar Item in order to get the details of thle
specific purpose grant.

I now turn to page 255 of the Australian
Government's Payment to or for the States
and Local Government Authorities 1974-75.
We find the following-

Table 153 Western Australia-Aus-
tralian Government payments and
Loan Council borrowings 1962-83 to
1974-75-continued.

The heading is "Specific Purpose Payments
Capital Purposes". Under the relevant Year
1974-75 instead of finding the figure-
namely the one quoted by the Treasurer
at page 2224 of Mansard of $77 575 000-
we find items totalling $153 631 000. The
difference is something like $30 million.

The House is entitled to know the rea-
son for the difference. It is no good for
the Treasurer to say that the Australian
Government will not tell us. I suggest
that in future the House should be placed
in the position of being able to reconcile
the two figures. The difference is vast.
We have been asked by the Treasurer to
have regard to these figures; and having
had regard to them one sees the vast gulf
of difference which seems to be absolutely
unnecessary. The figure Is $153 million as
against $77 million. We cannot go ahead
without being given a thorough explana-
tion of the difference.

Having referred to the Australian Gov-
ernment publication at page 255, It is
absolutely Important that we look at the
performance of the Australian Govern-
ment. Specific purpose grants being made
this financial year by the Australian
Government to Western Australia are
estimated to be as follows-

Housing for Servicemen .-

Universities 1 ... ..
Colleges of Advanced Educa-

tion
Technical Education
Pschool. and Child Care

$000
682

9,795

'1,800
2,497

13,178
n.a.

Child Migrant Education ... 98
Mental Health Institutions ...
Hospitals .. .. .... 3,000
Nursing Homes .

Commnunity Health ... 2,027
Tuberculosis Hospitals ... -
School Dental Scheme .11 2,022
Disposal of Ships Garbage .... 48
Senior Citizens' Centres. ..- 280
Dwellings Aged Pensioners ... 700
Migrant Centres
Aboriginal Advancement ... 9,340
Housing ... .. .. 22,900

In respect of housing there is more money
to come. To continue with the figures-

$000
National Estate .... n.a.
Nature Conservation .. n.a.
Growth Centres ... 500
Area Improvement Programme 580
Land Acquisition ... n.a.
Exmouth Township
Sewerage ... 15,400
Roads ... 49,261
Roads-Safety Improvements -
Beef Cattle Roads ..
Eyre High'way Maintenance . -
Railway Projects ... 348
Perth Underground Railway

Study
Urban Public Transport 3,778
Railways intersystem Advances 800
W.A.-Darwin Shipping ... -
Northern Harbours
Derby Jetty
Softwood Forestry ... 587
Marginal Dairy Farms ... 600
Fruit Growing Industry 50
Rural Reconstruction 4,630
Meat Industry ..
Ord River Project .... 1.065
Soil Conservation ... 40
W.A. Water Supply
Water Resources Investigation 1,661
Natural Disaster Relief-

The total of the specific purpose grants is
$153 631 000.

Those figures, of $153 631 000 against a
total Loan Budget of $68 580000, are not
Included in the conventional Budget. So
we can see the nature of the impact of
that money upon Western Australia. When
we look at those figures we see how neces-
sary It is that we should have knowledge
and details of them readily available to us
In the printed papers. I hope In future that
will become a regular practice,

I mentioned earlier that the Treasurer,
having a $1.5 billion Revenue Budget and
a need to find only $8 million in order to
remove the deficit, did not do so. He was
urged by the Australian Government to
cut back on expenditure.

SIr Charles Court: Which we did.
Mr BERTRAM: That remains to be

proved.
Sir Charles Court: It is a fact.
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Mr BERTRAM: Without the slightest
doubt, over a period of 74 years there was
contained within the State Revenue Bud-
gets considerable expenditure of a socialist
kind-either pure socialist type of expen-
diture or expenditure in some way
"tainted" with socialism.

The Treasurer says he abhors anything
of this kind. Here was a classic opportun-
ity open to him to cut back on socialist
spending within the Consolidated Revenue
Budget. Never will he have the same op-
portunity to do so, because in having to
pare back on the expenditure he could say
the Australian Government had asked him
to cut back on the expenditure. He could
have blamed it on the Australian Govern-
ment, and he had an ideological basis to
do so. Here was his opportunity, but thus
far he has not given us an indication of
cutting back one cent on expenditure of
that kind.

Of course, we invite him to show that
the statement I have made Is inaccurate.
Similarly, in the Loan Budget most cer-
tainly there will be money earmarked for
Purposes of improving or setting up things
of a socialist character within the com-
munity. He has not shown any evidence
of Pruning back on such money ear-
marked.

Since the Loan Budget was introduced
we have heard news of the Government
increasing its expenditure on socialist
types of propositions. I quote in particular
and quite precisely the proposition to ac-
quire land for the purpose of extending
the Government Printing Office. If the
Treasurer were serious in the matters he
spoke of, and put forward to the public
particularly at election time, but almost
nonstop all the time, about the terrible
danger of socialism, I think this was the
occasion to manifest his attitude to the
Propositions of the Government. As a
matter of fact, this Government practises
socialism.

It may be a matter of degree, and I hope
it is in activities in this field. As a Matter
of fact, the Government practises social-
ism, and the Budget clearly establishes
that and proves that.

By reason of the Government's neglect,
In respect of the Consolidated Revenue
Budget we have a deficit which we need
not have bad. It is a miserable deficit of
$8 million in a Budget of $1.5 billion.

Sir Charles Court: Where is the $1.5
billion? Do not show Your ignorance.

Mr BERTRAM: I have shown that to
the Treasurer.

Sir Charles Court: That Is the total of
expenditure and receipts.

Mr BERTRAM: The Treasurer knows
where the figure is. In his own words it
Is a Budget of $1.5 billion. It sounds
rather impressive; and it is much better

than talking about a Budget of $800 mil-
lion. He has a Budget of $1.5 billion, yet
be is not able to find $8 million to remove
the deficit.

Sir Charles Court: You have just
tempted me to say this: Would you like to
support a few more taxes?

Mr Jamieson: We might.
Mr BERTRAM: The Treasurer could not

find $8 million to avoid the deficit, simply
because he did not try. Obviously there
are socialist propositions within the Bud-
get, and an accumulation of them over the
past '74 years. However, the Treasurer has
not cut back on one of them.

Sir Charles Court: Perhaps you would
suggest the cutting back of the salaries
of members of Parliament.

Mr BERTRAM: How much notice
should we take of the Treasurer's refer-
ences to socialism? That is the proof of
the Pudding. We have a deficit of $8 mnil-
lion which we need not have; so this
deficit has to be funded. From where will
the money come? It will come out of
capital funds reflected on page 5 of the
General Loan Fund Estimates. Whilst the
Australian Government has paid this
Government $30.387 million we will get
credit only on the receipts of a capital
nature for $21.641 million. In consequence,
the whole of the capital expenditure Is
reduced by $8 746 000.

When the present Premier was the Leader
of the Opposition he took the Premier of
the day (Mr J. T. Tonkin) to task for the
same thing. He said the funding of the
deficit from capital funds was a shocking
thing, and should not be done. Now he
himself does the very same thing when
there is no need for hinm to do so. How-
ever, he does it on a grander scale, because
when the previous Labor Government did
this It funded a deficit of $5.731 million
within a Budget of $87 019 434. At a quick
calculation this represents one-fourteenth
of the Budget for funding the revenue
deficit.

In the Budget before us we find the
deficit has increased to $8.746 million of a
total Budget of $88.560 million, which is
about one-tenth. It is of no use the
Treasurer talking about inflation, because
the percentage I have quoted removes that
aspect.

It was therefore abhorred and shunned
and should never have been done by the
Labor Government. It has now been done
here, when it is not necessary, and on an
increased scale. We object to It because,
as we have Pointed out, even on the
Premier's own approach to political
matters this should never have happened.

I have some other observations to make
about the specific purpose grants. I have
already said the estimate of capital moneys
coming from the Australian Government
this Year Is $153,631 million-plus. Other
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amounts which have not been precisely
determined are to be added to that. When
the Liberal Party was last in Government
in Canberra, in Its Budget for 1972-73 the
figure was not $153 mfllion but $78.613
million for this State, and that was two
Years ago or less.

Sir Charles Court: In real dollars.
Mr BERTRAM: The amount has been

more than doubled in a space of about
two years.

Sir Charles Court: And It Is worth less.
Mr BERTRAM: We are told these specific

purpose grants are terrible things, that
they are new, and that the Government
does not like them. The Premier keeps
on with that tune and others have joined
in and will continue to do so until speakers
such as myself explain the facts of the
case; namely, that specific purpose rants
are not new at all. Some Government
members might say, "We all know that",
but that Is not the picture that has been
painted.

in the book-let to which I have already
referred, we look down the column and
find that under the last Liberal Govern-
ment 25 different types of specific purpose
grants were made. I do not know just
how appropriate it is but the Premier
asked us to look at that publication, and
that is what I am doing.

Mr Jamieson: They like guided demo-
cracy but only when they are guiding it.

Mr BERTRAM: Yes. So there were 25
types of specific purpose grants in 1972-73.
For 1974, in view of the nonsense we have
heard here one might think that the num-
ber proposed would be 125 or something
like that; but it is 32. On those figures,
about seven types of specific purpose
grants have been added to the list In two
years. If the other "machine" or "junta"
had been in office, in the ordinary trend
towards centralism it would have increased
the list by two or three, making a total
of 28, which virtually leaves no gap
between the two sets of figures.

I urge members to have a look at the
figures to explode once and for all the
fallacy that the Australian Government
has turned to a new area of specific pur-
pose grants. Specific purpose rants have
been in existence for years. This booklet
contains evidence that they go back as far
as 1962-83, and I do not think there is
any suggestion that they started then; so
they have been in existence for decades.

The point which needs to be reiterated
is that in the few years in which the Aus-
tralian Labor Government has been in of-
fice the specific purpose rants, on these
figures, have increased from $78 million to
$153 million. One of the problems is that
State Governments. for reasons best known
to themselves, are not getting stuck into It
and spending the money which is avail-

able. Notwithstanding the unemployment
situation, they do not appear to be using
their best endeavours.

Si Charles Court: Who is not spending
it?

Mr BERTRAM: They are not spending
the money allocated by the Australian
Government.

Sir Charles Court: Are you going on the
statements of Mr Bentley? That money is
committed.

Mr BERTRAM:, They are not spending
the money with the efficiency and speed
with which they should be spending it-
in a situation where we have unemploy-
ment figures which are not acceptable to
US.

Further evidence of the generosity of
the Australian Government to this State
Is to be found in the Premier's Introduc-
tory speech to this Bill at page 2224 of
Hansard where, in relation to the works
programme, he said-

Last year, a programme of $208.388
million was carried out with finance
from similar sources and so planned
expenditure in 1974-75 represents an
increase of $74,962 million which is 38
per cent above the outlay in 1973-74.

The opportunity to speak in this debate
is worth while in order that we might place
on record in Mansard certain statistics and
figures which should be known to the
People of this State and which should be
available in the ordinary accounts pre-
sented to members, rather than that mem-
bers should have to delve and fossick them
out In order to make up their own accounts.

I make the point that this Budget is
most unsatisfactory. There was no need at
all for a revenue deficit to be funded by
this capital Budget. The accounts of the
State need to be revised to incorporate
moneys coming in from the Australian
Government which are not being accounted
for in our conventional Budget. it is ab-
surd to imagine we know what is going on
in the State if money is comning in which
is completely unaccounted for. It is like
someone funding the children in a family
and the parents not knowing the money
is coming in.

These accounts are not all-embracing.
We want to know the total position of the
State, and we are entitled to know It. I
hope In future efforts will be made to
erasure that situation obtains. We are
thoroughly dissatisfied with this Budget
for the reasons I have given and for the
many reasons which other speakers will
give when they rise to debate this Bill
further.

MR DAVIIES (Victoria Park) (10.54
p~m.]: I will not go Into great detail to
repeat the dissatisfaction expressed by the
previous speaker. I want to comment on
one or two aspects of the Budget In regard
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to hospitals and health services and to
say I am extremely disappointed to see
that no great Jump forward has been
made In the work listed to be done In the
coming financial year. Indeed, It would be
a very poor Budget as far aa hospitals and
health services are concerned If it were
not for the good races of the Australian
Government. Most of the work of any
consequence is being funded, it appears,
by that Government: and, like the pre-
vious speaker, It took me a considerable
time to go through the papers suggested
by the Premier to I ossick for the figures
and find out bow this State was benefiting
from the money which has been spent In
this way.

Wben I was the Minister for Health I
had the best of relations with Canberra,
and although at times I became exasper-
ated because I believed in their keenness
to get things done members of the Aus-
tralian Government were not quite aware
of what we termed "the proper way to go
about things", they certainly began some
fine innovations and got things going very
quickly, especially under the Hospitals
Commission whose report is worth
reading.

First of all, I had a quick look at the
General Loan Fund to see what new works
were planned in this field, because I still
have a great interest in it. Under public
works I cannot see anything new which
was not already started or on the slips
when I left offie. This must be a disap-
pointment to people who made representa-
tions to me, when I was Minister, to do
something dramatic and quickly about
hospitals in country areas. Harvey. Yar-
loop, Busselton, Wagin, Katanning, Ear-
ratha. Dampier, and Port Hedland are a
few places which come to mind from
which very strong representations were
made to me for Improvements, and al-
though the hospitals at those towns may
be improved under the hospitals fund it
Is quite apparent that no major work
will be done.

Mr O'Neil: A sum of $580 000 is being
spent at Dampier.

Mr DAVIES: Tell me about Yarloop,
Busselton, and the other Places.

Mr O'Neil: You quoted Danmpier and
said there was nothing new there.

Mr DAVIES: I am quite aware of what
is happening at Dampier. These things
were on the skids if they were not launched
before I left office.

Mr O'Neil: You were on the skids before
you left office.

Mr DAVIES: Nothing additional has
come up to indicate greatly improved
health and miedical services. I have been
looking at this because when the present
Government came to office and members
of the Cabinet were interviewed on the
"State File" programme, the Minister for
Health and Community Welfare said he

Intended to make vast improvements in
health, medical, and hospital services. As
far as 1 can see, he has made no improve-
ments whatsoever. He has gone on in the
same way, and many of the areas which
were deficient are still deficient. I will have
more to say about that when speaking to
the Revenue Estimates.

The only areas where any advancement
has been made are those areas where the
Australian Government is able to pour in
a little money. Representations were made
in regard to the Karratha Hospital and I
note some work is to be done there. The
Dampier Hospital was In a very bad posi-
tion, which it should not have been in;
but it is to be improved.

The expenditure on dental therapy ser-
vices totalling $1.887 million is funded
entirely by the Australian Government. It
is a fine scheme and one which every
citizen might applaud. Perhaps a few
dentists will not applaud It, but It Is vital
for the dental health of every child in
Western Australia, It was commenced by
the previous Government-I must make
that concession-and I expanded it as far
as I possibly could.

However, this field has now been taken
over completely by the Australian Govern-
ment. Not only has it built one school
for training therapists, but it is building
a second school. indeed, It is Import-
Ing dental therapists from the other States
and New Zealand to man the clinics, and
the only Inhibiting factor is the number
of staff available. That is certainly some-
thing of which we can be very proud.

As the member for Mt. Hawthorn said,
it is very difficult to wark out from the
Estimates exactly who is getting how much
and when. Under the heading of "Hos-
pitals and Health Services" we find it is
planned to expend $24.2 million as against
the actual expenditure last year of $15.7
million. It is always a matter of regret
to any Minister when for a number of rea-
sons he is unable to spend all the money
available to him. However, there are
some notable omissions from the items
included this year. I point to the fact
that at least the Government has acknow-
ledged the money presented with the as-
sistance of the Australian Government by
way of grants for improved hospital and
health facilities for Aborigines. on page
2225 of the current Hanmn-d 2t is stated
new hospitals are being built at Fitzroy
Crossing and Warburton Range, a child-
ren's ward is being added to the Derby
Hospital, and a hospital block and laundry
are being added to the Derby Lepros-arlurn.
The rTeasurer went on to say that some
work will be done in the field of mental
health and looking after handicapped
children,

I am disappointed at the omission of
provision for additional beds for the treat-
ment of cancer. As I recall it, the Aus-
titian Government had already agreed
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to provide funds towards this. At pres-
ent there is some disagreement at the Sir
Charles Gairdner Hospital and the Perth
Medical Centre over the allocation of beds
and the method by which cancer patients
are treated. I am no expert on this mat-
ter-perhaps the member for Subiaco can
help me out later-but I was most im-
pressed by the subissions made by Drs
Holt, Leckie, and Nelson in regard to the
need to have beds of their own directly
under their control, rather than have
patients come to them from various sec-
tions of the Perth Medical Centre.

Submissions were made to the Austra-
lian Government in this respect. It seems
that Government agreed to provide the
finance for a number of beds; and yet upon
looking through the Loan Estimates and
the Consolidated Revenue Estimates I can
find no mention of proceeding with this
proposition. If it is not intended to pro-
ceed with the work I will indeed be dis-
appointed because tremendous work has
already been done in this field. I am
aware of the disagreement amongst the
various agencies associated with cancer.
and this is a matter of some concern to
me. I will not pursue that subject at the
moment.

However, I would say that if in fact the
Australian Government did offer money
to provide beds for a cancer unit-as I
seem to recall it did-to use the facilities
already available such as the Tronado
machine and the deep therapy, then I can
only say it is a disgrace that the offer does
not appear to have been taken up. If the
Treasurer can give me some advice on that
matter I1 will be pleased to hear what Is
Proposed to be done. Ii I do not hear any
comment from the Treasurer then I will
write to the Australian Governme"nt and
ask it what it can tell me in relation to
the matter.

Another feature I would have liked to
see in the Loan Estimates Is the provi-
sion of additional beds to cater on a per-
manent basis for mentally deficient child-
ren. When I was the Minister I was con-
stantly worried by the heart-rending let-
ters I received from parents who threat-
ened to commit suicide because they were
no longer able to look after their mentally
deficient children who were not toilet
trained and had to be fed, dressed, etc.,
and were proving to be an absolute drag
on their families. Many such families
had tried desperately over the years to
ensure a mentally retarded child was made
to feel part of the family; buf the retarded
children had reached the stage where they
were unable to live a normal life and the
parents pleaded with me to take them into
one of our hospitals. We could not do
so because beds Just were not available.

At that time additional beds were being
provided at Pyrton. Additional beds for a
slightly higher standard of mentally deft-

cient children are being provided tar in
the Budget, and obviously these were in
the planning stage when I was the Min-
ister. However there is no provision for
additional beds for mentally deficient chil-
dren who are unable to do anything for
themselves. Unless we can provide beds for
them and relieve their parents of the
burden we will be faced with further over-
loading of the mental health facilities
caused by breakdowns within the families
of these children. The parents of the ment-
ally deficient children and possibly other
children in the families will become mental
health patients and the responsibility of
the State simply because the State is un-
able to provide beds for these children. I
make a plea on behalf of this class of
patient. This is the type of patient which
concerns me most.

I very much regret the Tonkin Govern-
ment was unable to provide greater assis-
tance than it did. We received our fair
share from the Commonwealth-perhaps
we received a little more than our fair
share at times-but it seems that, having
completed the 64-bed ward at Pyrtan no
further provision has been made far these
children. I plead with the Government to
see whether It can give some special at-
tention to this matter, even if it means
making a plea to the Australian Govern-
ment. That Government has been most
generous. As I pointed out, it Is interested
in assisting with the construction of a hos-
pital at Karratha, and the Treasurer has
acknowledged what It has done at Derby.
All this money was given without strings;
it was given because we were able to show
there was a genuine need and that It
fitted into the overall plan.

The difficulty, of course, has been in
regard to proper planning. Again, money
is available from the Australian Govern-
ment for planning. I have placed questions
on the notice paper In this regard and I
hope they will be answered on Tuesday.
I again draw attention to the report of
the hospital and health services conmnis-
sion which shows what money has been
made available, how It is fitted into the
total scheme, and how Western Australia
can take advantage of it.

Like the Previous speaker, I want to say
that if the State Government can develop
good relations with the Australian Gov-
ernment the rub-off can only be a good
rub-off both for the State Government and
the People of Western Australia. The
Whitlam Government is anxious to provide
money and to establish services which will
benefit the State. If a proper approach is
made-I felt I made proper approaches
when I was the Minister-the State can
obtain money for all kinds of schemes. All
that is necessary is to Prepare a proper
case. If the State tries to tell the Com-
monwealth that it wants this and that,
but it will not bother to talk about the
matter, naturally the Commonwealth will
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not be happy. However, if the State Gov-
ernment is prepared to talk and to illus-
trate how the expenditure will be fitted
into the overall scheme the Australian
Government is willing to co-operate. It
wants to know how these things will fit
into the overall scheme. There is nothing
wrong with that. Indeed, earlier this year
I received unexpectedly a considerable sum
of money because the other States could
not spend their share and our State could
spend extra money before the 30th June.

Therefore, I make a plea to the Gov-
ernment to establish good relations with
the Australian Government. I know the
latter Government can be frustrating at
times. On occasions I felt like saying, "Go
away and don't bother us", but when one
appreciates that it is a new Government
which is trying to do something that has
not been done before, at least in these
fields, then one should be anxious to take
advantage of whatever money is avail-
able. I always received money without any
strings attached: all the Commonwealth
wanted was a substantial case to show the
need existed, and when it ascertained the
need existed the money was forthcoming.

I am sure the present Government can
obtain exactly the same result if it adopts
a different attitude. I am distressed to hear
the constant reference whenever money is
made available by the Commonwealth that
"It is our money, anyway." Of course It is
our money, and we are entitled to it; but
the system under which we work is such
that the money is shared out. If the Goy-
ernnment insists on saying, "It Is our
money", then let it get rid of uniform
taxation measures.

Mr Bertram: It doesn't want to.

Mr DAVIES: I have not noticed any
move on the part of the State Government
to move to abolish uniform taxation
measures; apparently it is quite happy to
retain them because it derives additional
revenue from them. It can derive addit-
lanai money from the Commonwealth if It
presents a substantial case, but when It
receives the money It says, "It is our
money anyway", and abuses the Common-
wealth for making It available. That Is
not a good attitude. Perhaps I should not
be saying this to the Government, although
I suppose It will be apparent to It, but It
will receive a great deal more money if it
adapts a different attitude.

Because of the lateness of the hour, you
will be delighted to hear, Sir, that I do
not intend to deal at great depth with the
Loan Estimates In general. I would like
to thank the Treasurer for bringing to
my attention the publication entitled
payments to or for the States and Local
Government Authorities, 1974-75, because
I have been very much enlightened by the
information contained in it. I find, for
instance, that grants for senior citizens'
centres have Increased from $30 000 in
1971-72 to $310 000 this year, A tremnend-

ous increase has been made in the grants
for home-care. These grants are shown
In tables on pages 66 and 67 of the pub-
lication and include money for blood
transfusion services, and grants for re-
current expenses by health planning agen-
cies.

I draw the attention of members to the
grant for the School Dental Scheme. In
1973-74 we received just over $1 million
for this scheme, but In the current year
we will receive $3.1 million; and still the
Government complains. What kind of
dental service did the Government provide
over the years? It was negligible, but now
a comprehensive service will be provided.

The fact that money will be paid to, for
Instance, senior citizens' centres means
there will be a saving to the State. The
senior citizens' centre at Victoria Park
last year was unable to claim the small
amount of subsidy from the State which
normally Is available to It, because It made
a profit. The only reason It made a profit
Is that the Australian Government subsid-
ised the meals-on-wheels It provided. That
represented a. saving to the State Govern-
ment; I suppose It Is not a great amount,
but at least it Is a saving.

I urge members to study the various
tables in the Publication. They will be
absolutely amazed at the huge Increases in
the grants made to the States by the
Australian Government. For example, the
grant for technical education In 19'72-73
was $1,166 million, and the estimated grant
for this year is $4.178 million, an increase
of nearly 400 per cent. Such figures
amaze me. This is what the Australian
Government Is doing for the State, and
this Is what it is being abused for by the
State Government.

I am disappointed provision has not
been made In the Budget for a much
greater Programme of building for hospital
and health services. I would like to know
what has happened In regard to providing
beds for cancer patients, and what is the
intention of the Government in respect of
providing beds for the distressing cases of
mentally deficient children who require
total attention for 24 hours a day and
whose parents are nearing the end of their
tether. Over the years we have seen un-
fortunate cases in which drastic action has
been taken In respect of these mentally
deficient children. People have paid the
penalty; they have been gaoled because of
the action they have taken. These cases
are distressing, and there wml be more of
them unless mose beds can be provided.

MR BRYCE (Ascot) [11.14 p.m.]: I
would like to make a few comments on this
Bill, relating to the most basic problem
which confronts Western Australians in
their attempt to fathom Just exactly what
is happening on the Political scene in terms
of the confrontation between their State
Government and their national Govern-
ment.
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The question of loan funds and General
Revenue Estimates Is so closely connected
to the whole issue of the "Hate Canberra',
"Hate your national Government' t cam-
paigns that are generated by this State
Government that I believe some of the
aspects of those campaigns and the be-
haviour of this Government warrant some
comment at this stage of this debate in
this Parliament.

I do not think there is any doubt that
this must be, without any qualification,
the only Government of Its kind West-
tern Australia has ever seen that has
relied so much on the fear syndrome and
hate campaigns to survive. I will present
some figures and arguments to the House
that suggest it Is high time this Gov-
ernment spent a little less time on gener-
ating division and hate between Aus-
tralians and a little more time in getting
down to the business of properly spending
and allocating the resources that are made
available to It; using its energy and imag-
ination to govern Western Australia in-
stead of spending so much time poring
,over Press releases and making public
statements at official functions to deni-
rate the national Government.

The divisiveness that has been created,
sponsored, and Pushed by this State Gov-
ernment is probably only second to the
efforts of one Ejelke-Petersen in the deep
north as the State of Queensland has been
so accurately described.

During an earlier debate this evening,
I was trying to illustrate-and I believe
the present is probably the most appro-
priate time to do so, although I am not
supposed to refer to an earlier debate--
the Position in regard to this most import-
ant question of loan funds at the national
level in the form of resources granted to
a State Government: the allocation of
national Government funds that were so
badly needed to give a financial fillip to
education in 1972.

From the dying stages of the Liberal-
Country Party Government. we have seen
the amount of money allocated to edu-
cation on a national level Jump from
$112 million a year to $1 500 million in
this financial year. Even the cynics on the
other side of the Chamber would not sug-
gest that the current rate of inflation has
taken account of all the advantages that
have been gained when one contrasts those
two figures.

However, despite this, the figures which
have been released in this Parliament, as
well as In the national Parliament in
recent times, illustrate that at the same
time the Western Australian Government,
through the medium. of practically all its
Ministers, has been sitting back sniping at
this so-called centralist octopus in Can-
berra whilst holding moneys provided by
the national Government which are not
being spent-

The four amounts to which I want to
draw the attention of members relate to
the moneys that I mentioned earlier in
the debate, and which certainly have been
mentioned in the last few days in the
Press; moneys that have been allocated
under the auspices of the Karmel pro-
gramme. Western Australia was allocated
$12.7 million under the Karmel pro-
gramme for general school building pur-
poses for 1974-75. As at the 18th Novem-
ber this year 74 per cent of that amount
remains unspent.

Mr O'Neil: It has all been committed.
Do you pay for your public works before
they are completed?

Mr BRYCE: The Minister may say-
Mr O'Neil: Mr Bentley will be told that.

too.
Mr BRYCE: I referred to this matter by

asking questions In this House. Two days
later, in this Parliament, the figures given
indicated that the position was even worse.

Mr O'Neil: You used the word "com-
mitted".

Mr BRYCE: I asked what money had
been requested.

Sir Charles Court: The Commonwealth
Minister for Education was being snide in
the remarks he made and he i~s being told
so, too.

Mr BRYCE: The second item indicates
that $2.8 million was allocated to Western
Australia for the purpose of establishing
libraries. If there was one single feature
of our education system that badly needed
an injection of funds it was no doubt the
library facilities at both primary and
secondary school level.

However, to date, only 90 per cent of that
money has been requested. So far as the
allocation of money for disadvantaged
schools is concerned, the national Govern-
ment allocated to Western Australia for
that same two-year period $1.3 million,
but at present 83 per cent of this amount
still has not been requested.

Mr O'Neil: You cannot request money
until the work is completed.

Mr BRYCE: I point out to the Minister
that if he took the trouble to visit the
disadvantaged schools in Western Austra-
lia he would change his attitude. I would
like to know if he, personally, has visited
some of these disadvantaged schools.

Mr O'Neil: We are not talking about
that;, we are talking about the lack of
knowledge on what has been committed
and what has been requested.

Mr BRYCE: I have visited some of these
schools and seen the results after portion
of these funds has been spent.

Sir Charles Court:- Tell us of some of
the Loan Fund moneys in this Bill that
have not been spent?
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Mor BRYCE: I am not talking about
those moneys, What I am saying is that
the money allocated for disadvantaged
schools could have been spent more
rapidly. Anyway, In the first instance, the
money was being spent on equipment and
not on public works at all. If the Min-
ister visited some of the disadvantaged
schools he would see that the money has
been spent on equipment and not on bricks
and mortar.

In this regard Western Australia is not
an isolated ease. The allocation of the
nation's resources on the basis of a needs
priority does not seem to go down too
well in the non-Labor States. For
example, in Victoria the amount of money
still not even requested amounts to 96
per cent of the money allocated to that
State for disadvantaged schools, and that
12 months after the State was advised
that the money was available.

Sir Charles Court: You got the explana-
tion made by the Minister in Victoria.

Mr O'Neil: If the honourable member
went to a disadvantaged school he does
not seem to have much knowledge of what
he Is talking about.

Mr BRYCE: I have as much knowledge
of this subject as anyone in this State. and
I have taken the trouble to follow up the
matter.

On the item of "special schools" some
$1.7 million was allocated and '75 per cent
remains unspent. If the Premier spent
less time on carping, criticising, and
denigrating the national Government-

Mr O'Neil: What are you doing now?
Mr BRYCE: It Is the responsibility of

those at the helm of the State's adminis-
tration to be constructive. The Minister is
the one who is supposed to be providing
the action and not offering up carping
criticism of the national Government every
day of his life in order to find some way
to get the Government off the hook for
the promises it cannot fulfil. It Is doing
this Instead of allocating the money for
the purpose It is required.

Several members interjected.
Mr BRYCE: If the member for Pilbara

wishes to refer to the portfolio changes In
the previous national Government and to
make comparison with the changes that
have been made In the present national
Government, he should study Australian
history, because if he did so he would find
that it goes on all the time,

Sir Charles Court: Tell us whether you
are a Crean man or a Cairns man.

Mr Sodeman: He needs some Eryicream
on his hair.

Mr BRYCE: The member for Pilbara and
the member for Gascoyne have become
experts at making speeches while sitting In
their seats. They are making abusive per-
sonal remarks. I do not mind an exchange

of words across the Chamber, but they are
not the first words that have been uttered
by members on the other side of the House
in stooping to the depths of personal
abuse. I can hand out any amount of
political comment and political criticism,
but it is most interesting to see how telling
some of the facts must be when we allow
politics to fiy out the window and we
descend to the depths of personal criticism.
However, we are prepared to tolerate this
because the electors of those on the other
side will soon be able to make a decision.

Mr Clarko: What does the member for
Balga do all the time? Why don't you have
a go at him?

Sir Charles Court:, When it comes to a
question of personal abuse I think the
member for Ascot is. on very thin lee.

The SPEAKER: Order!1 The member for
Ascot.

Mr BRYCE: One of the other features
of the Government's modus operandl in
handling this money from Canberra Is the
stimulation of the fear syndrome In one
group against another and against the ap-
proach of the national Government to local
government. Funds have been allocated to
local government from the national Gov-
ernment. There seems to be a paranoia
permeating every action taken by the
Premier. He is always stressing bow careful
People and institutions must be in regard
to the use of these resources made avail-
able by the national Government. The
Premier has circularised his Ministers and
told them to be wary about accepting any
money that is allocated from the national
Government with strings attached. it
is most interesting to point out the action
he has taken in regard to money allocated
with strings attached.

The remarks I want to make relate to
the whole question of the Government's ap-
proach to loan money so far as the rela-
tionship between the States, and the Fed -
eral Government is concerned. At this
stage I would like to place on record the
undying gratitude of the people of the
electorate I represent for the generosity
shown by the national Government to the
allocation of loan funds and grants to
Western Australia on the basis of need,
for the first time in the history of this
country.

My electorate is only a comparatively
small part of the metropolitan area but
in the last financial year it has received
SB million for various facilities and Ic vebh-
ture to suggest that that money would
never have come in the direction of this
community had there not been a change
in the national Government in 1972 which
brought about a change of attitude to-
wards the allocation of such money.

I would like to Indicate to members
what can happen to local authorities when
it comes to applying for moneys at the
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national level. many of those local gov-
erning bodies in this State which have
accepted the arguments put forward by
the Premier in regard to the approaches
made by the national Government con-
cerning the allocation of loan moneys in
Particular for various purposes have cut
off their noses to spite their faces. We
have seen that happen in another State
in Australia. in the deep north Queens-
land has been deprived of something of
the order of $50 million that was allocated
from the national Government purely be-
cause of this deeply-seated, bigoted ap-
proach that has emanated from its
Premier; a man who has much in com-
mon with our own Premier in terms of
values and attitude.

Mr Stephens: On the 7th December
you will see that he has the support of
the people he represents.

Mr BRYCE: Yes, 19 per cent. I am
not surprised to see a Country Party mem-
ber and a Minister speaking up and wax-
ing eloquent about a Country Party mem-
ber elsewhere in the Commonwealth: one
whose party represents 19 per cent of the
people and forms a government.

We would not know what the bulk of the
Queensland People thought or wanted;
that is, of course, if the Liberals do not
achieve their long-cherished aim-

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr BRYGE: --of bumping the Country

Party into a well-deserved second spot as
far as the coalition is concerned. That will
probably be the most interesting part of
the election.

Several members Interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr Laurance: Labor will get a drubbing

In Queensland.
Mr BRYCE: With the gerrymandered

boundaries, I expect they will be up
against It.

Mr Mcrharlin: Any excuse.
Mr BRYCE: I1 guarantee the member for

3ascoyne has not studied the boundary
system In Queensland anyway. I suggest
he should indulge in a little study.

Mr A. R. Tonkin:- They do not know the
meaning of political morality.

Mr Moiler: The major party in Queens-
land gets 19 per cent of the vote. Do you
deny that?

Sir Charles Court: I am telling you that
in Queensland your people got an awful
drubbing.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order?7
Mr Clarko: You know who created the

gerrymandered boundaries, don't you?
The SPEAKER: Order!

Sir Charles Court: I wish he would talk
about the Loan Bill.

Mr Bertram: He is&
The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-

ber is in order.
Mr BRYCE: The point I was trying to

elaborate upon concerns the loan money
and grants made available to the district
I represent in this Parliament. I would
like to record appreciation because the list
is very impressive. I have gained a great
deal of this Information as a result of par-
liamentary questions and the answers have
provided me with figures with which to
make a contrast.

On the question of sewerage alone in the
10 Years before 1972 the "staggering?" sum
of $1.2 million was spent in the Belmont
district. During 1973-74, $3.23 million was
spent. This was because of a different set
of priorities established by a new national
Government, one which for the first time
in many decades placed a little importance
on what was happening in urban com-
munities.

The second issue is the RED scheme
for which $300 000 has been allocated. I
would like to congratulate the men who
comprised the administrative staff of the
Belmont Shire on their efficiency because
they did a remarkable job. They were not
being told by their elected representatives
that this money must not be touched be-
cause it is unclean as It comes from another
part of the country or is allocated by
someone else somewhere else. They were
not hog-tied by those prejudices. They
made a submission and received an amount
of $300 000 which will make a substantial
difference to a lot of the amenities and
facilities In the Belmont community.

Mr Jamieson: Even though the acting
president Is the Vice-President of the
Liberal Party.

Mr BRYCE: And my opponent's cam-
paign manager. He did not do a very good
job!

The third point relates to the grants
made available for community recreation
centres. Belmont has one of the finest
Community recreation centres in this State
and it was opened only a few short months
ago. This was made possible because of
a new national Government with a new
set of priorities. A grant of $75 000 was
made available to the community I re-
present In this Parliament. a community
which no doubt would have gone without
arecreation centre for a long time to come

had it been necessary for it to find
$245 000, the total cost of the centre.

As a result of the new policy of the
national Government in respect of the
needs criteria-choosing areas which most
needed the money-my district received
one of the Intlal Pre-school education
centres in Western Australia. It was one

3510



[Thursday, 21 November, 19741 31

of the first 10 to be allocated during the
1972-13 financial year and the amount in-
volved was $30 000 to $40 000. By the time
it is completed it will probably be in the
vicinity of the latter amount, with another
$3 000 for equipment. This is for a district
comprising 36 000 people, previously with
only two kindergartens.

I applaud the policy of allocating the
money on a needs basis. For 23 years the
previous national Government Ignored this
area and the needs which existed. The
greatest and social economic needs were
being overlooked.

The Grants Commission allocation was
made and, to extol its virtues once again,
the Belmont Shire Council, free of all the
deep-seated hatred for Canberra and the
rotten prejudices which have deprived
other local authorities of this kind of
money, made an application and received
a sum of $135 000. Many schools in
the metropolitan area and country towns
were deprived of library -resource centres
although, as I indicated earlier this even-
ing, a library-resource centre is another
item, valued at beween $35 000 and $40 000,
which was opened recently at one of the
primary schools by a representative of the
State Minister for Education. At that open-
ing no recognition was made of the fact
that the bulk of the money had come from
the national Government and was allocated
for this purpose because of a new set of
priorities which had been established.

The school involved had been saving
since 1956 and had raised $8 000 for a lib-
rary-resource centre. It appeared as though
it would be a considerable period before
it would gain one; but because of the new
national Government's priorities in res-
pect of loan allocations and grants moneys,
the Carlisle Primary School now has a
library-resource centre.

The district I represent constitutes one
of the 10 shires south of the river which
are currently presenting their submissions
to share in a sum of $750 000 being al-
located by the Department of Urban and
Regional Development.

If some of the shires sit back and allow
the attitude of the present Government to
dominate their thinking and simply ignore
the money available, then they are culp-
ably negligent as far as their electors are
concerned. In some ways I will not be at
all disappointed if the Premier's attitudes
prevail in some other districts, because I
assure him that in the district I represent
and in some of the neighibouring shires,
the councils have seen the wisdom of the
new policies of the national Government
and the moneys being made available; and
they have no intention of cutting oif their
noses to spite their faces. They will make
their applications and will be sitting back
and laughing at local authorities in other
parts of the State-

Mr Davies: The slow learners.

Mr BRYCE: -which are turning their
backs on this form of financial assistance.

Mr Nanovich: Which slow learners are
they?

Mr Jamieson: Is the Wanneroo Shire
one of them? You would not know 'what
you are talking about.

Mr Bertram: Has the Wanneroo Shire
applied for a grant?

Mr Jamieson: You would not know what
day it was.

Mr Naniovich: Just a moment.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr Jamnieson: What is the use of listen-

ing to you?
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr BRYCE: In addition to that rather

impressive list of projects for which money
has been allocated to the district I re-
present as a result of the initiative of
a new national Government, other projects
are in the pipeline. An applicaton has been
made for a child-care centre. Money is
sitting waiting to be asked for in West-
ern Australia right now for child-wae
centres, but some Liberal -dominated shre
councils will not apply for it.

Mr Clarke: Is that the Belmont Shire?
Mr A. R. Tonkin: There are no politics

in local government!
Mr BRYCE: That is correct, I agree. I

retract any suggestion I made that there
are politics in local government. Forgive
me.

There is in the pipeline another sub-
mission from my district and I amn very
proud of it. It Is a proposal for an out-
of-school child-care programme associated
with one of the local primary schools.
There is also a second submission for a
second new-and as far as the district is
concerned, a fourth-urgently needed kin-
dergarten.

These are facilities which have been
required for generations in some of the
communities in Western Australia, but
they have been neglected despite logical
arguments and pleas for assistance from
people who have represented those areas.
I am proud to say that I am a member of
a political party which has recognised that
those needs exist and is now doing some-
thing about them.

Mrs Craig: They were more fortunate
than the people in the south-west region
who applied for funds through the Aus9-
tralian Assistance Plan. That money went
back into the Treasury.

Mr BRYCE: I am not suggesting there
have not been blues.

Mrs Craig: We are not hearing much
about them.

Mr BRYCE: I think we hear plenty about
the blues in the form of the denigration
and condemnation every time members
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opposite open their mouths. Consequently
I thought I might take the opportunity
simply to make the ledger a little more
evenly balanced.

Mrs Craig: Be fair and tell us about
the blues.

Mr BRYCE: The Minister and members
like the member for Wellington have in-
dicated that the Government in Canberra
is a foreign Government and they do not
in tact recognise that Australians live in
Western Australia and say the national
Government is not doing a great deal for
Western Australia.

Sir Charles Court: The present Federal
Government brought the country to Its
knees.

Mr Stephens: Respect for constitutional
rights of the States is foreign to the Fed-
eral Government.

Sir Charles Court: It has brought Aus-
tralia to its knees.

Mr BRYCE: I am proud to say I am an
Australian, and an Australian first. It is
a sad situation when parochial politicians
such as the Premier parade up and down
this State blowing trumpets and appeal-
ing to the worst emotional reactions In
people. They call themselves Western
Australians and almost Incite the people
to follow a secession programme. Those
days should be long behind us, and I amn
proud to say I will not have any truck
with those policies.

Mr Clarko: Have you not read the
referendum policies?

Mr Bertram: What has that got to do
with It?

Mr Clarko: It says a lot about State
rights.

Mr Davies: I was concerned this morn-
ing when I read that Billy Wentworth was
supporting us.

Mr BRYCE: During the course of this
debate and others relating to financial
matters-because after all it Is the finan-
cial strings which seem to provoke most
comments-suggestions have been made
by members opposite and by Ministers that
whenever the Australian Government allo-
cates funds it is our money which is being
allocated. That seems to be the stand-
ard retort.

Mr Sodeman: It Is our money.
Mr BRYCE: I am interested to hear the

member for Pilbara say that. Does he
not recognise that Western Australia re-
ceives more than it pays in taxation? is
the member for Pilbara, suggesting that
he, as a member of this State Parliament,
should be placing himself in a position
to determine how the revenue from tax
payers in New South Wales and Victoria
ought to be allocated? I have the figures
here.

Mr Sibson: What about the gross
national product?

Mr BRYCE: We definitely receive far
mare per head of population than we pay
in tax.

Mr Young: Does that Include company
tax?

Mr Sodeman: I think you are right off
the beam. What about export income?

Mr BRYCE:* We are talking about rev-
enue spent and grants allocated. That
is exactly the point the honourable mem-
ber falls to see.

Mr Bodeinan: It all involves economic
stability.

Mr BRYCE: This whole question of
strings attached to money Is perfectly
logical and it Is valid. What hurts mem-
bers opposite, particularly the Treasurer.
Is that his political party is no longer the
party which is determining the shape of
Australian society.

Mr Clarko: No, but it will not be long.
Mr BRYCE: The very fact that we have

a new national Government with a new
set of priorities attaching to areas which
have been neglected for generations%--

Mr Bertram: Ignored.
Mr Stephens: It is raising the rate

of inflation, and unemployment.
Mr BRYCE: The member opposite

ought to talk about the rising rate of in-
flation and unemployment. What has
this Government done to solve the un-
employment problem of this State? Ap-
parently it has done nothing. it has sat
back for a period of nine months watch-
ing the level of unemployment increase to
2.6 per cent. When the Government mem-
bers were on this side of the Howse they
offered not one iota of logic or assistance.
The then Opposition simply sat here and
said that the State Government was
responsible for unemployment. The Gov-
ernment should be big enough to admit
that we do not face just a national prob-
lem, but an international problem.

Sir Charles Court; Just blame anybody.
Mr BRYCE: The State Government likes

to sit back and blame the national Gav-
erment for everything that goes wrong.
I suggest the Government should widen
its Vista.

Mr Stephens: We have always had a
much wider vision.

Mr Clarka: The trouble has been home-
grown; it has been for a year. That was
stated by Professor Vickers.

Mr BRYCE: The member Opposite might
like to Pluck the name of a professor out
of the air and relate certain of his re-
marks. That is the view of Professor
V~ickers.

Mr Clarko: Does the member opposite
disagree?

Mr BRYCE:- I am saying I could not
give a damn what he said. I have even
read what he said but the Point Is that the
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State Government should be big enough to
appreciate there is concern for the crisis
which exists throughout the whole of tihe
western world.

Mr Clarko: But less Important to Aus-
tralia, than to other countries!

Mr BRYCE: I would not have that at
all. One has only to look at the level of un-
employment in Western Australia. What
has the present Government done? Memi-
bers opposite went to Ascot during the by-
election only two years ago and blamed
the then Western Australian State Gov-
ernment.

Air Clarko: And we did very well.
The SPE-AKER: Order!
Mr BRYCE: On that occasion the

Treasurer, for the first time in his life-
together with the former leader of the
Liberal Party-came out to Ascot and
opened car doors at the shopping centre
for little old ladies and assisted them to
put boxes of groceries into their cars in
an effort to win votes. Indeed, they did
a very good Job.

Mr T. J. Burke: They have not been
back.

Mr BRYCE: The point has been well
made: They have not been back. They
may have downed a few sherries at the
Ascot Race Club, but they have not visited
the electorate.

Mr Sodeman: The Labor representative
has not been to the Pilbara since the last
election.

Mr Davies: We are talking about the
Ascot by-election, held three years ago.

Mr BRYCE: He did a very good Job
recently.

Sir Charles Court: Perhaps the member
for Ascot should go up there.

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Ascot.

Mr BRYCE: As far as the Issue of Com-
monwealth-State relationships is con-
cerned, a lot of the confusion In Western
Australia at the moment emanates from
the heat which has been generated by the
Court Government. It really came from
the Court Governent because it does not
have the upper hand when It comes to
allocating resources and making decisions
which determine just exactly what shape
the Australian society is to assume. I
think that fact sticks in the craw of the
Treasurer, and he finds it very unpalat-
able.

Sir Charles Court: Gough is in Queens-
land campaigning on the fact that I am
a beaut bloke.

Mr Jamieson: He must have gone crazy,
too.

Mr BRYCE: Someone must have slipped
a mickey into his drink.

Sir Charles Court: He Maid he had only
three friends. Mr Ejelke-Petersen, Bob,
and his mate Charlie. What will he do to
win a vote?

Mr Jamieson: The Treasurer ought to
know.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr BRYCE: I feel obliged to say that he

Is very successful in winning votes.
Mr Clarko: Not lately. Your party got

nowhere in the Northern Territory
recently.

Mr BRYCE: I am talking about the
time of the Federal election In 1972, and
the bravado shown on that occasion. The
Liberal-Country Party lost control of the
Government at the national level. It did
not quite understand the situation and has
continued with this bravado over the last
10 or 18 months. Right through the period
of the Tonkin Government the present
Treasurer said that if his party were
elected the situation would change.

Mr Clarko: He was right.
Ur BRYCE: So there was an election.
Mr Clarko: And we won.
Mr BRYCE: Is It not possible for the

member for Karrinyup to maintain dis-
cussion on one argument at a time?

Mr Jamieson: He has been hit with the
"mace'. We will never get any sense out
of him.

Mr BRYCE: Alter a very short space of
time the national Government went back
to the electors and people such as the
member for Karrlnyup and others such as
Billy Snedden, who thought the Govern-
ment was only temporary, were proved to
be quite wrong.

The SPEAKER: The member has five
minutes.

Sir Charles Court: It took 10 days to
decide whether or not they stayed in
office.

Mr BRYCE: We saw another perform-
ance of the same bravado and nonsense
which has been shown by the member for
Karrlnyup. The Government was returned
with a substantial majority. The point I
am making is that the only difference was
there was a six-week campaign between
silly Billy Snedden and the Prime Min-
ister, and there was no question about the
popularity of the Prime Minister.

Mr Clarko: I thought the member op-
posite said he did not like personalities
being brought into the argument. He is a
grasshopper too.

Mr BRYCE: I went to the same train-
ing college as did the member for Ear-
rinyup.

Mr Young: Much to its detriment!
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Mr BRYCE: I will conclude by put-
ting the argument to the House that the
national Government has every right to
determine its own priorities.

Mr Young: But not ours.

The SPEAKER: Order! Let the mem-
ber conclude.

Mr Jamieson: Australian national pri-
orities.

Mr ERYCE: The national Government
has every right, and if members opposite
believe that it does not have the right
they should challenge it in the High Court.
Members opposite say they believe in law
and order. They should atop their airy-
fairy non-sense which they bring up when
talking about the spirit of the Constitution,
a Constitution drawn up many years ago.

Mr Rushton: What a lot of twaddle.

Mr BRYCE: If members opposite con-
sider that the national Government is
bypassing the Constitution, let us have
some action. Let us have a challenge in the
High Court.

Mr Rushton: What a way to run a
country. The Federal Government should
behave itself.

Mr BRtYCE: The national Government
has every right to determine its own pri-
orities. I am delighted with its priorities.
and the people I represent are delighted
with its policies. For the first time
they can see some action with regard
to the many social and economic needs
in our district. Some of the problems are
now being rectified whereas those prob-
lins would have still been with us for
another 27 years if the Liberal-Country
Party had not been thrown out.

Mr Bertram: Nothing surer.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands.-
Treasurer) 111.55 pm.]: I understood the
debate on the Loan Bill was to be very
formal but apparently-

Mr Bryce: What does that mean?
Sir CHARLES COURT: I will tell the

member opposite, if he would like mue to.
However, unlike him, and his colleagues.
I do not discuss private matters in public.
I just want to say it is the right of Op-
position members to do it this way if they
want to but it is quite different from the
understanding which was reached. How-
ever, I do not question that at all, as long
as members opposite understand we have
still to carry out the other half of the
bargain in respect of getting through the
second reading of the General Estimates.

The Opposition has shown tremendous
loyalty to its Federal colleagues; a blind
loyalty.

Mr Bertram: Not at all: nonsense.

Mr Jaieson: When the Government
gives us democracy in this State we will
stop,

Sir CHARLES COURT: Australia has
been brought to its knees.

Mr Bryce: That is a denigrating start.
Mr Jamieson: When the Government

gives us true democracy in this State, which
we have never had-

The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

Mr Jamnieson: -we will think more about
it,

Sir CHARLES COURT: Members Op-
posite can take as long as they like.

Mr Bryce: We will.
Sir CHARLES COURT: We have a Gov-

ernment which has literally brought Aus-
tralia to its knees.

Mr Jamieson: No, it has not.
Sir CHARLES COURT: No? The Prime

Minister has a brand new Treasurer.
Mr Bertram: What is wrong with that?
The SPEAKER: Order!
Sir CHARLES COURT: Despite all the

denials over the last week we have now
been told that the Treasurer has been
sacked. He did not even prepare the
Budget for which he was sacked, he simply
read it out after being told what to say.

Several members Interjected.
Sir CHARLES COURT: The member for

Ascot is capable of more attack on person-
alties than anyone else in this place. He
said hatred was being generated in West-
ern Australia against the Commonwealth
Government.

Mr Bryce: I did not say that.
Sir CHARLES COURT: The member for

Ascot showed a lack of knowledge of the
real situation and the hatred and dis-
affection in the community being caused
by the Labor Party in Canberra. How-
ever, that is how they want it,

We have the situation where the Gov-
ermnent in Western Australia approached
the Prime Minister and admitted that we
had ideological differences. However, in
the Interests of the nation we said, "~For
goodness sake, let us talk about the prob-
lem: let us find out a way to relieve it, or
at least agree on what we cannot agree
on so that we can get on with the job and
get this State and the nation moving,"

Mr Bryce: They say the same thing.
Sir CHARLES COURT: What have we

received for our trouble? We have a Prime
Minister who refused, publicly-members
opposite do not have to take my word for
it-to talk to us about our resource devel-
opment until he returns from overseas
at the end of January. The Minister for
Fuel and Energy will not talk to us until
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the Prime Minister returns from overseas.
The problems of Australia can be resolved
by co-operation.

Mr Bryce: How can the Treasurer expect
co-operation?

Sir CHARLES COURT: There is no de-
sire for any solution on the part of the
Commonwealth Government. In the mean-
time the nation has been brought to its
knees.

Mr Jamieson: At least, the Australian
Government is democratically elected.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Another thing
which has come out of the debate tonight
-if we needed confirmation, and we really
do not-is that everyone on the other side
of the House is a supporter of the policies
which are being implemented by the Fed-
eral Government In Canberra, and which
are socialistic in the extreme. The way
it is being done is diabolically clever.
Members opposite have disclosed tonight
their determination to do what their Prime
Minister has told them to do; namely,
vote themselves out of a Job; indeed, fight
out of a job.

Mr Jamieson:, There Is only one demo-
cratically elected Parliament.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I 'will refer to
points raised by the member for Mt Haw-
thorn, because they were pathetic In the
extreme. They were an absolute disgrace
to him. Here is a man using the letters
AASA after his name in Hansard-

Mr Skidmnore: Some have MACE after
their names.

Mr Bertram: Anything illegal about
that?

Sir CHARLES COURT: No. but the hon-
ourable member is a disgrace to the pro-
fession. We have a set of accounts to-
day Presented in a better form than ever
before. Further reform of the procedure
was undertaken by the Treasury during
the term of the Tonkin Government. This
was to present the accounts to Parliament
in a more complete, comprehensive, and
readable form. Yet the honourable mem-
ber, who was a Minister in that Govern-
ment for a while, and a supporter of It
for the whole of Its term, now has the
temerity to criticise the form of the ac-
counts. More information is given to Par-
liament today than ever before.

Mr Bertram: If you don't want to tell
the people the total position, just say so

Sir CH4ARLLES COURT: He Is saying
that the Treasury officers and the Audi-
tor-General-

Mr Bertram: it did not.
Sir CHARLES COURT: -are deceiving

this Parliament.
Mr Barnett: That is what you said.
Sir CHARLES COURT: That is what the

member for Mt. Hawthorn said.

Point of order
Mr BERTRAM: I most certainly never

said that directly, expressly, or by infer-
ence, and I ask for the statement to be re-
tracted, It Is false.

The SPEAKER: Order!£ The member for
Mt. Hawthorn has asked that the state-
ment be retracted because he did not say
it. Will the Treasurer retract the offend-
ing statement?

Sir CHARLES COURT: if It gives the
honourable member any consolation, I
will retract whatever words he is object-
Ing to.

Debate Resumed
Sir CHARLES COURT: I want to go on

to say without any hesitation at all that
the member for Mt. Hawthorn has criti-
cised roundly the presentation of the
accounts.

Mr Bertram: By you and by the Gov-
ernment.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Now the honour-
able member cannot get away with that.
The honourable member has been snide
tonight in some of the things he said.

Mr Bertram: Will you particularise
them?

Sir CHARLES COURT: The honourabie
member implied that the Treasury has not
disclosed the full amount of the loan funds
in the State accounts. If the honourable
member wants to pursue that Issue, I sug-
gest he places comprehensive questions on
the notice paper, setting out where he
believes the Treasury officials and the
Auditor-General missed out. The Auditor-
General is not a servant of the Govern-
ment; he is an officer of this Parliament.
He is involved in the correctness of the
presentation of the accounts.

Mr Bertram: Are you able to reconcile
the figures?

Sir CHARLES COURT: If the honour-
able member wants to say these people
have deceived the Parliament, let him put
the questions on the notice paper so that
the Auditor-General and the Treasury
officials--

Point of Order
Mr BERTRAM: On a Point of order, Sir,

I do not wish to say, nor have I said, nor
do I Propose to say, that the Auditor-
General, the Treasury officers, or any
officers of those departments, have de-
ceived this Parliament.

Sir CHARLES COURT: You cannot
make a statement.

The SPEAKER: The member for Mt.
Hawthorn is not in order. The Premier
did not say that. The Premier commenced
by saying You implied in your statements
that criticism could be levelled at these
officers.
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Debate Resumed
Sir CHARLES COURT: I repeat that if

the honourable member believes there is
any omission In these accounts, let him
put his specific questions on the notice
Paper. They will be sent to the Auditor-
General, who is not an officer of the
Government, and the Under-Treasurer.
These gentlemen can then answer the
honourable member. This is the only fair
course because they are the ones the
member is criticising, and he is using the
Government as a tool to do it.

Mr Bertram: I am not doing that, and
you know it.

Mr Bryce: You are running for cover.
Sir CHARLES COURT: The honourable

member will not look at the accounts
properly or read them properly. If he looks
at the speech setting out the full loan pro-
gramme, he will find a total of $283.350
milion. This is set out in Hansard and it
is a different figure from what we know
as the General Loan F'und, which is fixed
by Statute and not by the Premier, the
Treasurer, or officials. It is just as well to
have this recorded properly. In my second
reading speech I said-

Moneys paid into the General Loan
Fund consist of new borrowings ap-
proved by the Australian Loan
Council, repayments to the fund of
sundry advances made in previous
years, and grants from the Common-
wealth for general capital purposes.

It seems to be abysmal ignorance or a
deliberate attempt to deceive when mem-
bers talk about the amount of money that
has been spent as distinct from the amount
committed. There is a mighty differ-
ence between the amount of money spent
and the amount committed. Although I
would have thought it was elementary, it
is appropriate that I say this, in spite of
the lateness of the hour. The General Loan
Fund document is the Estimates of Ex-
penditure for the year ended 30th June.
1975. Members will see that the first part
sets out a comparison with last year's
estimate and actual expenditure with this
year's allocation by departments, includ-
ing the famous pages 4 and 5 which the
member for Mt. Hawthorn said should be
published in the Press. On their own they
would not mean a thing to anyone.

Mr Bertram: They certainly won't If
they never see them.

Sir CHARLES COURT: At the back of
this document we have another important
statement starting at page 46. This sets
out the condition of loan authorities as at
the 30th June, 1974, and the estimated
position as at the 30th June, 1975. That Is
to assist members to follow the Way the
money has been carried over from the
previous years. how it has been allocated
for the current year, and how it will be
spent during the current year. it also
shows the likely position at the end of the

financial year. Amounts are always
brought forward at each end of the scale.
Any member who does not take the time to
try to analyse these things effectively and
properly is not doing his Job efficiently. If
he cannot understand these things, It is
his responsibility to find someone who can.

The member for Mt. Hawthorn was on
his old hobby horse again. He is a qualified
accountant; if he believes the accounts can
be presented more effectively, let him come
up with a draft set of accounts. I want,
to tell him that some mighty competent
accountants, both within the public and
the private sector, have tried to present
accounts of Government spending and
raising of money in a different form. With-
out exception, to date they have all come
back to the more or less standard form
used. Government accounting is different
altogether from commercial accounting.

The honourable member brushed aside
the fact that we had a deficit of $8.7 mil-
lion. I think he referred to It as pin
money or petty cash.

Mr Bertram: Out of a $1.5 billion Bud-
get.

Sir CHARLES COURT: He talks about
the $1.5 billion Budget, but the expen-
diture side Is half of it and the revenue
side is the other half.

Mr Bertram: I am only quoting you.
Sir CHARLES COURT: I might Join

forces with the honourable member if he
can show me where another $0.7 million
expenditure can be cut down, or where we
can raise another $8.7 million in revenue.
I remind him of the speech made by his
leader on the Budget when he criticised
me for some of the cuts I bad made. He
said he did not see how I could get through
with some of these. After the initial cuts
by the Treasury Department, when we re-
ceived the estimates from the various de-
partments, we took off another $22 mil-
lion. Some departments are squealing now
about the amounts that have been cut
down, We did our best to arrive at a
reasonable balance. If the honourable
member has any suggestions as to how
things can be cut down, I will be very
Pleased to hear them. He Just mumbled on
about generalities and he left things up
in the air. He gave the impression of great
knowledge, but In fact he has none at all.

The member for Victoria Park raised a
number of issues. He said there was no
leap forward in the Budget. Of course.
when expenditure has gone up 36 per cent
and we consider the total expenditure, in
spite of what the member for Victoria Park
says, I say that was a mighty big in-
crease. The honourable member referred
specifically to the question of the special
cancer beds. I will refer this matter to
the Minister, together with the question of
the children who are in such a sad situa-
tion that they need attention 24 hours a
day. We all feel sorry for them.
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I do not set myself up as an authority
on cancer wards, but my understanding
is that the Patients themselves have a
dread of being slapped into what would
be called a cancer ward, I realise It would
be very convenient for the doctors and the
administrative staff to have all the cancer
patients together, but we must see there
is another side to the story. If I were so
riddled with cancer that I knew I did not
have any future, It would not add to my
peace of mind to be put In a ward where
everyone else around was in the same boat.
and with a notice on the door saying it is
a cancer ward. That is my own Personal
reaction, and I do not put it forward as
a professional view. I will take this matter
up with the Minister to see what can be
done. However, If there is any reluctance
at Federal or State level to finance such
a proposition, that may be the reason, for
It.

In conclusion, I want to thank the mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie who made a considered
contribution to the debate. He dealt with
a number of matters that have been raised
by me and by his leader in the course of
this particular debate.

I do not think he quite appreciated the
significance of the amount allocated for
the Art Gallery plan. My understanding
Is that when we talk about Plans we are
taking the first major step towards some-
thing positive. This Is what we intend in
this matter.

'The honourable member referred spedi-
fically to the Government Employees'
Housing Authority. I am sorry he is not
here at the moment because I would like
him to know of the quite dramatic change
in this matter since the problem referred
to in the letter arose. The member for
Kalgoorlie quoted a minute dated the 16th
September, 1974. A very Important change
has occurred In the allocation of these
funds, thanks to the work of the Treas-
ury in consultation with the Government
Employees' Housing Authority, as well as
discussions with officers of the Superan-
nuation Fund and members of the Teach-
ers' Union.

I received a deputation personally be-
cause GEHA comes under the Treasurer.
I explained to the Teachers' Union that
we acknowledged the problem which was
brought about because of the deputy prin-
cipal appointments. While neither they
nor we could expect to resolve this mat-
ter with one stroke of the pen, we are
taking some very important action to alle-
viate the problem so that money can be
allocated specifically to house teachers in
the country. So I would like to invite
his attention to the second column on page
38, Item 32. 'The allocation this year has
gone up from $2.269 million last year to
$3.975 million this year. The raisings, of
course, are from a number of different
quarters. They are set out here at the
loot of that particular item.

I should explain here for the member
for Mt. Hawthorn that this was one of
the procedures instituted to enable mem-
bers of Parliament to more accurately see
where the money came from to finance
the different departments. The actual
General Loan Fund allocation Is In the
third and fourth columns, and the amount
is comparatively small. However, the
amount that will be spent under these
allocations for the proposed works pro-
gramme, for instance, f or 1974-75, Will be
$3.975 million against $2.269 million last
Year. In the General Loan Fund column
these figures are $1 million and $500 000
respectively.

Mr T. D). Evans: I have the reference
to the $1 million and $500 000, but where
are the other figures you are quoting?

Sir CHARLES COURT: This Is Item 32,
and I have referred to the two Items in
the works programme column, The pro-
posed sum for this year is $3.975 million.
That mnoney is to be raised from a num-
ber of sources, private borrowings, last
year $400 000; sale of houses to Superan-
nuation Board, $ 1.525 million; State
development fund, $145 000; and internal
funds and balances, a credit of $800 000;
giving a net of $1 million to be borrowed
through the normal General Loan Fund.

This year, the greatly increased alloca-
tion of $3,975 million will be made up as
follows: Private borrowings, $500 000; sale
of houses to Superannuation Board, $1.5
million; State Development Fund,
$350 000; and, Internal funds and balances
$1.125 million, leaving a balance of
$500 000. 1 think the honourable member
remembers from his days in the Treasury
the arrangement made with the Super-
annuation Board in connection with the
Purchase of houses on a basis which even-
tually finds the house back In the owner-
ship of GERTA. instead of the old local
governent scheme whereby houses
eventually found their way Into the
ownership of the local authority. I
Imagine he would be delighted with that.
I notice the Teachers' Union is trying to
revert to the old system of local govern-
ment purchases; however, I believe it is
better to stick to the present system.

In addition to the $3.975 million, an ad-
ditional $500 000 is being allocated so that
this year the allocation for GEHA will be
exactly double that of last year. This In-
formation has been conveyed to a deputa.-
tion of the Teachers' Union and is to be
confirmed in a letter tomorrow, so that
the union can promulgate It.

Mr T. D. Evans: Does that additional
amount appear in this document?

Sir CHARLES COUFRT: No, It is ar-
ranged from sources additional to this.
In other words, the $3.975 million will be
augmented and will rise to $4.475 million.
The Treasury at my request will ensure
that a fairly generous proportion of the
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total amount will be specifically directed
at resolving this immediate problem of
teacher housing, of course, it will not be
resolved completely because the dog Is
chasing its tall.

Mr T. D. Evans: It is a continuing
Problem.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I believe the
Schools Commission has placed a submis-
sion before the Commonwealth Govern-
ment asking it to accept an annual com-
mitment of $70 million for the whole of
Australia to overcome a consequential
teacher housing problem created by the
programmnes the Commonwealth is insist-
ing on implementing. This was a con-
sequential problem not allowed for in the
Commonwealth's education progranune.

Quite frankly, we often get grants with
strings attached and to qualify for the
grant we must dip into our own resources.
We have reached a stage where some
grants will have to be refused because of
the strings attached to them. This leads
to misunderstandings and I am hoping the
situation can be resolved.

Mr T. D, Evans: It is ever thus.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I can assure the
honourable member that the question he
raised is receiving consideration. I am sure
he will be pleased that the amount to be
made available to GERiA will be double
that allocated last year and, more par-
ticularly, that action is being taken by the
Treasury, at my request, to ensure that
certain money is earmarked to assist In
overtaking some of the problems existing
in the field of teacher housing, particul-
arly in view of the unexpected problem
which arose due to additional appoint-
ments to country centres.

Mr T. D. Evans: Would the Treas-
urer assure me as far as he is able that
there will be no let up In the carrying out
of the policy of changing the status of
junior high schools to district high schools,
with its consequential demands on hous-
ing?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am hoping
this policy will continue to be implemented;,
this is one of the reasons we are getting
this money. I believe when the Teachers'
Union sees this allocation it will accept
that we have done more than It expected
us to do, as a State.

A quite farcical situation has arisen,
where somebody happily housed in a
country town is required to leave his pre-
mises because there has been a change in
the system of manning the particular
school and a deputy principal is appointed
to a school which previously did not qualify
for a deputy principal; he must be housed
and the only way this can be achieved is
to tip somebody else out. That is not
funny, and as soon as I heard of this
problem, I bought into it quickly. Hope-
fully, by a combination of the additional

money to be allocated to this area and
judicious postings, and with a sensible use
of these additional funds, the worst of the
problem will be behind us when people
commence the new scholastic year in these
country areas.

Question Put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr

Thompson) in the Chair; Sir Charles
Court (Treasurer) in charge of the Bill.

Votes: Agriculture, $400 000; Develop-
ment and Decentralisation, $324 000;
Fisheries and Fauna, $100 000t Forests,
$1 500 000: Mines, $65 000; Public Works,
Engineering and Associated Works,
$14 062 000, and Buildings and Associated
Works, $44 237 000; Railways, $11 229 000;
Treasury, $328 000; Business Undertakings,
$12 800 000; Housing Authorities, $900 0100;
Fort Authorities, $1 965 000; Other Auth-
orities, $650 000-put and passed.

Schedules A to C put and passed.

Clauses 1 to 3 put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and

the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Sir

Charles Court (Treasurer), and trans-
mitted to the Council.

ROAD TRAFFIC BILL
Returned

Bill returned from the Council with an
amendment.

APPROPRIATION BIL
(CONSOLIODATED REVENUE FUND)

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 23rd October.

DR DADOUR (Subiaco) [12.20 a.m.]: I
must apologise to members for rising to
speak at such a late hour, but I feel I
have something worth while to contribute.
When I was elected to Parliament 31 years
ago my maiden speech concerned hospital
costing. Since that time I have kept a
close watch on this aspect.

Over the years I found the costs seemed
to be escalating in spite of what we might
or might not do. This runs parallel with
the growth in the Public Service. We
notice that the cost of the Public Service
has been increasing; Particularly in the
semi-governmental area. I refer in par-
ticular to the number of People who are
employed in our hospitals. The escalation
has proceeded at an alarming rate.
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Earlier this session I asked a question
concerning the number of people employ-
ed in various Government departments.
The first part of my question related to
the number of persons employed in the
Department of Public Health. In 1944 the
number employed was 36; in 1954 the
number was 143; in 1964 the number was
325; and in 1974 the number was 959.
Anyone who works out the percentage in-
crease will realise It is fantastic.

In regard to the Medical Department. In
1944 the number employed was nine; in
1954 It was 40; in 1964 it was '77; and in
1974 it was 290. So from 1944 to 1974. a
period of 30 years, the number of em-
ployees increased from nine to 290.

I was particularly interested in the next
part of my question. I asked about the
total number of employees at several hos-
pitals. The first related to the employees
at Royal Perth Hospital. Including its
annexes. In 1944 the number was 497; in
1954 the number was 1272; In 1964 the
number was 2 016; and in 1974 the num-
ber was 3 872. This Is a fantastic increase.
At the moment. including the annexes and
the bed occupancy, there is an average of
4.6 staff members Per in-patient. That in-
eludes the Mt. Lawley annexe and the
Shenton Park annexe.

As we know, the Mt. Lawley annexe ac-
commodates mainly the type of patient
who requires nursing home care; yet much
of the cost and the high staff ratio per in-
patient are loaded on the annexes. I
hazard a guess that the actual staff per
in-patient at Royal Perth Hospital at
Wellington Street would be something in
the order of over five staff members per
in-patient. This would make the national
health scheme of Great Britain look
like pikers.

Let us analyse further how the growth
rate has continued to escalate. if we take
into account the number of residents at
the Royal Perth Hospital we find that in
1969 the number was 53; in 1970 it was
63; in 1971 it was 60; in 1972 It was 63; In
1973 it was 68; and in 1974 it was 38. So,
between 1973 and 1974 there has been an
increase from 68 residents to 88 residents.
or an Increase of 20.

The number of registrars, who are
three-year or longer trained doctors, in-
creased from 63 in 1969, to 89 in 1974. So
we find that at the Royal Perth Hospital
there are today 88 residents and 89 regis-
tram. I cannot see where they are all
working.

If we take into account the number of
full-time salaried doctors and include
doctors who visit the hospital both in an
honorary capacity and on a sessional pay-
ment basis, we find the ratio of about 1.5
In-patients per doctor. I cannot under-
stand how the ration has reached such a
high proportion. if nationalised medicine
is introduced in this State more than haif

of these doctors will have to be dispensed
with, because there would not be enough
work for all of them. In fact. I1 do not
know where they are all hiding!

The problem is to get back some rhyme
and reason into the hospital situation, but
it looks as though one is bashing one's
head against a brick wall.

Mr Skidmore: I got a sore head myself
the other night!

Dr DADOUR: Anytime the member for
Swan has a sore head I would be happy to
treat him free of charge. There has been
an escalation in the number of people em-
ployed at the Royal Perth Hospital. I
keep asking myself the reason for such a
large increase.

In the Public Service there has been no
great escalation, and over the Past three
years the number has been watched fairly
closely. However, in the semi-govern-
mental institutions, particularly the hos-
pitals the number has been allowed to
escalate. I understand this escalation has
come about as a result of the total lack
of -scrutiny.

Somehow or other the officers in some
departments seem to be able to put over
a good story that they need more staff;
and they get the extra staff. Maybe their
requests have been acceded to because of
their emotional pleas. The escalation has
been allowed to continue, but a stop should
be made to it because the work load has
not increased by anywhere near the same
extent.

From 1953 to 1956 we were able to
maintain the Royal Perth Hospital which
had just about the same number of
in-patients with a staff of 18 residents
and nine registrars. Today there might be
50 more beds at the hospital, but there
are 88 residents and 89 registrars. Surely
such a big increase cannot be caused by
the increase in the work load.

I have checked with the colleges to find
out whether any of the residents and
registrars have been appointed in a
teaching capacity, to enable them to have
the requisite time off to study and
qualify for higher degrees. There are
always some of these people, but they do
not account for the great increase in the
number.

The Increase has not been experienced
only on the medical side, but also in other
areas. We find that the number of social
workers has increased similarly. In 1969
the number of social workers was 16, but
in 1974 It rose to 33. So, there has been
an increase of over 100 per cent in that
period. The number of physiotherapists
increased from 57 in 1969, to 61 in 1974;
that is an increase of 10.

The number Of People employed In
administration Increased from 301 In 1969.
to 508 in 1974. 1 have not worked out
the Percentage Increase, but it seems to be
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quite fantastic. I have asked myself by
what criteria has that number been built
UP; I Cannot find any criterion. I think it
must be as a result of empire building by
some people.

What I have just said is not confined
to Royal Perth Hospital, but also to the
Perth Medical Centre. That Centre can-
not say its record has been good, because
its growth has been just as extensive. This
seems to be a chronic affliction of a hos-
pital establishment once it gets beyond a
certain size. There appears to be many
ramifications.

The cost per bed per day at the hos-
pitals has escalated also. On the 15th
October last I asked a question In the
House to find out the cost per bed per day
in each of the teaching hospitals during
September. 1974. The following figures
were supplied-

F'remantle Hospital .. ... $79.02
King Edward Memorial Hos-

Princess Margaret Hospital .... 60.19
Royal Perth Hospital .. ... 89.41
Sir Charles Gairdner Hos-

That is a fantastic increase in the cost
per bed per day. I know that much of the
increase is due to the increased salaries
and wages of the staff. However, that
still does not account for the cost of nearly
$90 per bed per day at Royal Perth Hos-
pital. This rate works out at $3 200 per
bed per year. That is only the cost of
running a bed, and does not include the
cost of maintenance.

The State was very fortunate in being
able to obtain St. John of God Hospital,
Sublaco, as a teaching hospital. This has
helped to accommodate the greater intake
of medical students. The cost is reason-
able. as it is $50 000 for the first half of
the first year. There are nearly 400 beds
at St. John of God Hospital, Sublaco, and
each Is provided at a cost of 1* beds at
either Royal Perth Hospital or Sir Charles
Gairdner Hospital. So in that respect the
State has gained much financially.

I am critical of the increases which
have taken place in some departments.
Probably one area of increase could be
attributed to the increase in the number
of social workers. The number increased
from 16 in 1969 to 33 in 1914, or an in-
crease of over 100 per cent.

This is due to the fact that traditionally
the social worker has been in the hospital
situation interviewing patients only at the
request of the doctor or sister. Somewhere
along the line In the five-year Period that
procedure has been altered. Today the
social worker at Royal Perth Hospital is
able to work in isolation; I mean, he or
she is able to work on his own initiative,
and interview any patient at any time he
or she likes. There Is no way to determine

how many Patients the social workers ini-
terview, and It is not possible to keep a
tab on them.

Most doctors firmly believe that for a
person to become a complete doctor, the
social worker part of the training is ex-
tremely Important, To be a complete
general practitioner a Person must do his
own social work. This is part and parcel
of his training and his duties. and all the
time much overlapping takes place.

Nurses should be trained In the same
way; and they are trained in that way.
The responsibility rests with the doctors
and the nurses. if a person is admitted
to hospital the doctor conducts an ex-
amination and takes the case history. He
finds out the circumstances under which
that person has been living, and those
conditions might leave much to be desired.
A problem might arise when the patient
leaves the hospital, because he is not able
to return to his own home but has to
enter some institution either temporarily
or permanently. Another problem is that
the patient on leaving hospital might have
to be provided with ancillary services,
such as meals on wheels and Silver Chain
nursing. I realise all this is rather elemen-
tary, but there are other aspects of social
work involved, such as deep case taking.
The problems can manifest themselves in
many ways.

Generally speaking, the average patient
who goes into hospital does not require
any help from the social worker. If he
does require any help it is up to the doctor
or the nurse to consult the social worker.
We would then know what the exact work
load was. This is one area where escala-
tion has occurred when it would not have
occurred if greater scrutiny had been
exercised. There is a desperate shortage
of social workers in the private field. The
welfare department is short of social
workers. There is not the work load in the
hospital, yet in that establishment there
are 33 social workers. That Is a fact.
Things have been in a bit of a mess at
Royal Perth. It is now being cleaned up
and possibly the situation will be better
later on. The doctor and the nurses are
responsible for this.

In another area there has been a small
proliferation but to my mind it has dan-
gerous consequences. The Royal Perth and
Sir Charles Oairdner Hospitals now have
what are called ward pharmacists. I keep
asking myself: What is a pharnacist? A
pharmacist Is a man who dispenses what
a doctor has Prescribed, and his place is
in the dispensary. But all of a sudden
we find they are ferretting out of the
dispensary. Six more Pharmacists have
been appointed at Royal Perth, and five
more at Sir Charles Gairdner, in addition
to the ordinary pharmacists who work in
the pharmacies. They go to the wards,
top up the bottles, and look at the head
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sheets to see whetter any of the drugs
which have been ordered by the doctor are
incompatible. It is part of the doctor's
training to know what is and is Dot com-
patible, so there is no need for pharmacists
to do that. It Is an entirely unnecessary
safeguard. The pharmacists may go on
the ward rounds with the doctors and
students.

A Pharmacist is a dispenser and his place
is In the dispensary; Yet we find they are
going into wards and observing patients,
which is not part of their duties and
which they are not taught to do. If they
want to be doctors, let them become doc-
tors. But this is an area where we are
wasting between $60 000 and $90 000 a year
on salaries for people who are not needed.
I am told It gives them job satisfaction to
work in the wards, but as dispensers their
place is in a pharmacy, not in a ward.

It Is the doctor's place to know whether
the drugs are compatible. In the ward, it
is the responsibility of the nursing staff to
dole out the drugs. It is the sister's place
to hand the drugs to the patient when he
is going home. When patients go home
they are given tablets and medicines which
are explained to them by the sister of the
ward.

What has probably happened is that a
Pharmacist has been to Great Britain
where he has seen ward pharmacists in a
hospital and has thought It was a good
idea, so when he came back to Western
Australia he suggested that we start em-
ployig them here. Where is the scrutiny?
What are the criteria? I am picking on a
couple of areas, but that Is all one can do
in a given time. This matter has grave
overtones for the future.

I now refer to the paramedical area In
the laboratories. A doctor whom I do not
wish to name has time and time again
encouraged young residents to do as many
tests as possible--the more the merrier.
Nobody ever stops to think how much
each of those tests costs. They cost a
great deal of money. It Is true that many
of them are done automatically, but extra
manpower is required to obtain the blood
and bring It to the laboratory to test it.

To me, as a doctor, this is basically
wrong. If we are trained properly, as we
should be, we are taught, firstly, to take a
history from the Patient if he is conscious:
secondly, to examine him thoroughly; and
thirdly, to come up with what we think
is wrong with the patient, which is called
a differential diagnosis, He might have
X. Y, or Z wrong with him, and the doctor
will do certain tests. Sometimes, to save
time, or being lazy or badly trained , a
doctor will order a battery of tests which
could co't $1 000. This shotgun testing is
quite unnecessary and Is bad for training.

There seems to be very Uittle scrutiny
in this area. it is only since I have been
pressing in several cases that some hos-
pitals are beginning to take note of this.

The registrar has been trained for three
years or longer, and the residents are his
responsibility. The resident should tell the
registrar what he thinks is wrong with
the patient, what tests he wants to do, and
the criteria for ordering those tests. if he
is ordering tests which should not be done,
it Is up to the registrar to explain why they
should not be done and teach him in that
way, rather than let him do all the tests.

When I was at Royal Perth some weeks
ago having a look around the old stamping
ground, I asked the biochemist in the bio-
chemistry department how many serum
electrolytes--blood chemistry tests--were
done in the hospital each day, and he
proudly told me over 300 were done each
day, which would whack out at $30 or $40
each. This means every second patient In
that hospital has a blood chemistry test
every, day. Surely that is a waste, whether
it is research or anything else. No wonder
there is overcrowding of machinery and
staff. There Is no need for it. It cannot
be explained away.

The building up of the number of staff
to such a degree leaves much to be desired
and has many ramifications. I go back to
Royal Perth Hospital time and time again,
questioning both the medical administra-
tion and the general administration.

If I might diverge a little to back up
what I said about the laboratory testing
of patients, I have here a booklet entitled
Search-Science, Technology end Society.
volume 5, No. 10, of October, 1974. 1 will
read an extract from it relating to testing
by physicians-

The physician, partly because it Is
more 'scientific' but partly because of
lack of confidence in his clinical find-
ing (Harrison, 1970), wishes to confirm
his suspicions with black and white
x-ray shadows which he can see, tissue
which he can examine under the
microscope, or numbers reported from
a laboratory. In an attempt to make a
diagnosis at an ever earlier stage of
the disease. or to 'rule out' all the
conditions he can think of which
might conceivably cause the patient's
symptoms and signs, he orders more
and more tests and repeats them more
and more frequently. During his educa-
tion he is much influenced by investi-
gators dealing with difficult clinical
problems, and fails. to realize that such
intensive investigation is not necessary
In most of the patients seen in his
practice. The question 'How will the
result of this investigation assist in
the management of this patient?' is
not asked often enough.

In some Parts of the world the fear
of legal action also causes the physi-
cian to order more investigations
than are Perhaps absolutely necessary.
Finally, If he is busy, it Is only too
easy to try to save time by substitut-
Ing investigations for clinical skills.
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That was written by a great authority,
and is surely sufficient to back up my
statement that an unnecessary number of
tests are being done, perhaps through lack
of confidence or bad training, or because
of seeing many difficult clinical cases in
the hospital situation. There should be
some means to control It because It is
casting us many thousands of dollars a
week in one Institution alone.

I will go further, because this has a
number of sinister overtones. I now move
on to the proposed expansion of the Royal
Perth Hospital. In 1972, when the mem-
ber for Victoria Park was the Minister for
Health, there suddenly appeared In the
newspaper a report that the Royal Perth
Hospital was going ahead with a $49 mil-
lion complex. The Minister saw this, stood
over the people concerned, and said it
was not going ahead and that was that.
There was a sudden change. This is the
sort of thing that goes on and I do not
fully understand what Is happening. How-
ever, I realise an order was Issued to
clear Wellington Street-the block oppos-
ite the VD) clinic. it was intended to move
the equipment store, the students' comn-
mon room, and all the other buildings on
the site to make way for the diagnostic
block.

I made myself extremely busy to find out
what was going on, and I found that al-
though no approval had been given for
new buildings It was presumed it would be
given because the block was being cleared.
With the clearing of the block it was
necessary to resite the VD) clinic further
along Moore Street. It was going to cost
$90 000 to do that, yet approval had not
been given for the money to build the
service block, which used to be called the
diagnostic block. I made further inquiries
to try to find out whether approval had
been given. I thought as part of the Gov-
ernment I would be able to find things
out, but I was not able to do so. The situ-
ation Is the same as It used to be. I am
sorry, but I feel quite strongly about these
matters.

Quite illegally, I was able to get hold of
a copy of the minutes of a meeting of the
building advisory committee which was
held in the P. J. Huelin board room on
Thursday, the 15th August, 1974. Item
2543 reads-

It was noted that final 1:200 scale
sketches of the Diagnostic Centre
would be presented to the Committee
at its October meeting. Arrangements
had been finalised for the clearance of
the site to allow construction to com-
mence early in 1975. The Public
Works Department has been author-
Ised to proceed with preliminary
works in relation to essential services
and also to Place orders for steel for
the first stage of the project.

The hospital board surely took a great deal
unto itself In respect of a matter for
which approval had not been given and

no money was available. I am sure the
fault must lie with some members of
the board for the simple reason that
the minutes could not appear In that
fashion if approval had not been obtained
and was unlikely to be obtained because
there was just no money for capital works.

However, I found out a little more as I
went along. I assume it was intended to
obtain the money from the Sax Com-
mission. That remains to be seen. The
problem which nobody seemed to realise
at the time is that the diagnostic block,
which is now called a service block, Will
be of such a sise as to cater for 1 400 in-
patients. Royal Perth Hospital at present
has only 640 beds at the main site. If we
take that as a round 600 we find there is
a deficit of 800 beds, so the service block
would be a white elephant. That is what
we call leapfrogging.

I started to wonder whether I knew
what I was talking about at that stage.
I have never been against the construc-
tion of a diagnostic block so that the of-
ficers would have better facilities to work
with. They are already overcrowded.
Much of that Is due to themselves, but a
lot of It is also due to the work load
thrust upon the hospital. The Perth Med-
ical Centre will not share the work, and
Royal Perth Hospital guards Its problems
and will not give them away because It
can multiply every one it keeps. The hos-
pital board cries that the Sir Charles
Qalrdner Hospital will not help out and
the Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital says
that Royal Perth will not let it help.

Mr B. T. Burke: Wrhat are we going to
do about it?

Dr DAflOUR: That remains to be seen.
I believe the Royal Perth Hospital should
have a service block of a size in keeping
with the 800 beds at the hospital. When
the block is finished it will contain operat-
ing theatres. out-patient departments.
X-ray and biochemistry facilities, labora-
tories, and beautiful suites for the profes-
sors, which means the hospital will try to
lure the professors away from the Perth
Medical Centre. The whole concept of the
Perth Medical Centre Is that it is the
campus for the Medical School of the
University of Western Australia.

If the service block is of a size to cater
f or 1 400 patients, then the argument of
the hospital board Is that the X-ray de-
partment and operating theatres will be
moved out of the old building in Welling-
ton Street, making room for 200 beds. That
means the hospital will have 800 beds.

Mr B. T. Burke: What Is the solution?
Dr DADOIYR: Walt a minute. The next

move proposed by the hospital Is to pull
down the old B and C blocks, which it Is
not necessary to pull down. All they re-
quire is a little maintenance, and they will
be all right for years to come. If those
blocks are pulled down, then the hospital
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will be back to 600 beds So all this talk
about getting 800 beds Is a lot of bish
because It will end up with 600 beds. Then
It will say to the public, "We need 800
more beds and we have the facilities to
cater for them", and it will end up with
1 400 beds as a result of public opinion.

However, we do not need two such mon-
strosities. One is under construction
already at the Perth Medical Centre, and a
further $100 million-plus will be required to
be spent before it is completed. The medi-
cal centre is determined that it will not
have a casualty area until the whole build-
Ing programme Is completed. So the people
there are not playing the game, either. This
is a case of building an empire here and
an empire there, and we are caught up
in the wash. The point is we do not need
two such centres. We are already comn-
mitted-and rightly so in my opinion-to
the Perth Medical Centre, because the
university medical faculty has been in-
stalled there.

If we do end up with 1400 beds at the
Royal Perth Hospital we will be In dire
trouble for the simple reason that we have
insufficient staff, and we cannot afford It.
anyhow.

Mr B. T. Burke: What are you going to
do?

Dr DADOUR: We should build a diag-
nostic block to cater for 800 beds.

Mr B. T. Burke: At Royal Perth Hospi-
tal?

Dr DAflOtR: Yes.
Mr B. T. Burke: That is 1400 beds, plus

another 600?
Dr DADOUR: No, a diagnostic block

does not have beds; It has the facilities
to test patients, and it has operating
theatres, X-ray departments, laboratories,
and beautiful suites of rooms for the pro-
fessors and the administration.

Mr B. T. Burke: So 600 of the 1 400
beds will be taken up?

Dr DADOTIR: The member is confused.
The service block does not have beds; it
merely has the facilities to cater for be;ds.

Mr B. T. Burke: I see.
Dr DADOUR: There Is nothing wrong

with the provision of a service block; the
staff of Royal Perth Hospital deserve it
because for many years they have worked
under adverse conditions.

Mr B. T. Burke: But we will still :have
two organisations competing with each
other over a matter of vital importance.

Dr DADOUR: That is the point I was
about to make. I feel we should have an
overall authority to look Into this. There
has been a move for the Medical Superin-
tendent and the Administrator of the Royal
Perth Hospital-

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Old): The
member has three minutes.

Dr DADOUR: That was quick! Thank
you. Sir. There has been a move for those
two men to take over not only the running
of the Royal Perth Hospital, but also the
running of Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital.
They have balled up one hospital, so what
will they do with two? It is obvious we
need an overriding commission, and this
must eventually come about. I do not know
what it would be called, but probably it
could be called a hospitals commission.

I envisage a commission comprising five
people: a doctor who is beyond reproach-
and I do not know where we will find one
-an administrator, a Treasury Depart-
ment officer, and two deputies, perhaps
one a doctor and the other a nurse. A
three-member commission along similar
lines has operated well In Victoria for
many years. There is funny business over
there.

The F'remnantle Hospital is a well-rn
and happy hospital and under such a com-
mission it would receive a fair go. The
nurses turned out at Fremantle are the
nicest of them all. My heart goes out to
the member for Fremantle for being asso-
ciated with such a wonderful hospital. Two
of my partners were residents at that
hospital and they are very fine doctors of
whom I am proud.

Mr Davies: Why do they turn out the
nurses if they are so nice?

Dr DADOUR: I believe the answer to
the whole problem is the establishment of
a commission. However, before that Is
done we must clean up these places. I
think we must give marching orders to the
Medical Superintendent and the Admninis-
trator of Royal Perth Hospital. They have
to go. I say without qualification or res-
ervation that they must go, because the
figures I have In front of me leave a
great deal to be desired. There are no
lies Involved, but there are omissions
which are deliberately meant to mislead.

Mr B. T. Burke: Do you mean omis-
sions or admiAssions?

Dr DADOUR: I refer to omissions.
do not know why the member for Balga
picking on me tonight. I am having
good time!

I
is
8

Mr May: Do you know the day after
tomorrow is Sunday?

Dr DADOUR: I intended to say a few
words about the Health Education Couneil,
but I think my time is up.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Old): The
member's time has expired.

MR LJAURANCE (Gascoyne) [1.11 a.m.l:
I have no particular desire to engage in
the late late show, but I would like to take
a short time to talk on this measure.

Mr B. T. Burke: The late late show
has always had great movies, so you'll be
all right.
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Mr LAURANCE: If I may continue
without the assistance the member for
Beiga, gave to the previous speaker, I will
be grateful.

Mr B. T. Burke: How is Useless Loop?
Mr LAURANCE: Marvellous. I would

like to take the opportunity to give empha-
sis to some of the Items of expenditure In
this Budget which will directly affect my
electorate.

The first considerable amount of ex-
penditure to which I give emphasis Is the
$440 000 allocated to the Mangrove Point
development at Carnarvon, which will
allow a boat harbour to be completed
within the next few months. That Is a
considerable item of expenditure which bs
of great Importance to my area, In fact,
the Speaker of this House was the Minis-
ter for Works at the time this project was
agreed to, and the project is now finally
coming to fruition at a very Important
time for the area.

The completion of the project has
brought a dredge to the area, and this
could be a very significant development for
Carnarvon. The shire intends to use the
dredge for some other dredging works It
has planned, and I believe eventually we
will see this or a similar dredge used for
marina developments on the delta mouth
of the Gascoyne River. All these projects
will. eventually require a dredge to be on
hand continually for maintenance dredg-
ing.

I would like now to turn to the expendi-
ture on water supplies and irrigation in
the Gascoyne region. The town water
supply has been allocated an amount of
$206 000, and a further $300 0100 has been
allocated for the expansion of the present
Irrigation supply system, making a total of
just over $500 000.

This expenditure will help to extend the
Pilot scheme to Provide additional water
for the Gascoyne area; and, heaven knows,
It needs it badly. I commend the Treas-
urer for including in the Budget such a
significant amount of expenditure for this
work. However, as I indicated during my
contribution to a grievance debate recently,
although the $500 000 from the State will
be very handy, millions are needed urgently.

The area will continue to remain on a
razor's edge so far as water is concerned
until the $6 million the Commonwealt
Government promised some eight or nine
months ago Is made available.

Following my contribution to the griev-
ance debate in this House some weeks
ago, some questions have been asked in
the Federal Parliament. On the 3rd Octo-
ber, Senator Chaney asked a rather lengthy
question. I quote part of it as follow--

Why was provision not made in the
Budget for the Unscoyne and Carnar-
von schemes? When can action be
expected on that promise?

Senator Wriedt gave the following answer-
I understand that the reason is that

certain environmental matters in rela-
tion to this scheme are still to be re-
solved. It is the Government's
intention to press forward with it In
conjunction with the State authority.

I am sure that as soon as the en-
vironmnental matters have been resolved
there will be a further announcement
on specific developments.

In other words, we are still going ahead
and waiting for these few environmental
details to be Ironed out.

Mr May: What happened up there for
2_2 years?

Mr LAURANCE: Plenty.
Mr May: Tell us of something positive

that happened.
Mr LAURANCE: From 1959, the time the

Brand Government went into office--
Mr May: What about the Federal Gov-

ernment? Give us something positive.
Mr LAURANCE: A pilot scheme com-

menced In 1963 and work has been pro-
gressing for 10 years. The scheme now
needs additional funds so that work can
continue.

Mr May: You referred to environtmental
matters.

Mr LAURANCE. Whilst the member for
Clontarf, an ex-Minister, was In Carnarvon
trying to enhance his Party's candidate's
chances of election in that area, unsuccess-
fully, a promise of $6.4 million was made
by the Commonwealth Govement

Mr May: What happened for 23 years?
Mr LAURiANCE: As the honourable

member's leader has told him, and also
the people In the Carnarvon area, the
money was promised. Now quite suddenly
Senator Wriedt has said we cannot go
ahead with the scheme because of environ-
mental factors. That question of en-
vironmnental factors has been prostituted
In many ways.

I would now like to Quote from a report
made by the Department of Northern
Development following a study on ground-
water schemes.

Mr May: What was the date? Was it
made during the 23 years the Liberal
Party was in Government?

Mr LAURAINCE: I will see that the hon-
ourable member receives a copy of this
report. On page 51 the Department of
Northern Development, in its report, made
this comment-

The Western Australian Government
arranged for an environmental impact
study to be undertaken of the proposed
groundwater supply scheme. The
multi-disciplinary group commissioned
for the task concluded that no major
adverse environmental effects would
be likely to result from the scheme.
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The group pointed out that the scheme
is the extension of existing installa-
tions-

Installed by a Liberal Government, inci-
dentally. Continuing-

-which have only, so far, had a fav-
ourable Impact. On the other hand,
the consequences of not Proceeding
with the scheme would have a major
sociological impact and pose a real
threat to the economy and welfare of
the area.

Now, after the Commonwealth has made
8o many Promises, Senator Wriedt says
that he has to consider a few environmen-
tal factors. Those factors were not apparent
when Dr Patterson's department compiled
this report from which I have just quoted,
and Whe work is vital to my area.

I want to make one further and final
Quote from this report because It Is most
significant, and summarises what is a very
lengthy report. It refers to two situations
-the "with" situation and the "without"
situation. On the "with" situation the fol-
lowing comment Is made-

The "with" situation is envisaged as
follows: Installation over a three-year
period of 41 bores In the river-bed
sands and 16 In the Older Alluvium
aquifers upstream from the present
bore-field for a reticulated water
supply to Carnarvon and the horticul-
tural area;

Those bores will be sunk 42 miles UP-
stream and will mean-

stabulisation of production at present
levels, with some adjustment to costs,
and an annual Increase In horticultu-
ral output at a rate of around 3%
annually, up to the limit of water
availability within 10 to 11 years under
assumptions of the low estimate of
the safe annual Yield of the supply
system.

The "with" situation Is also envisaged-
with improvement In the quality of

water available to plantations, an
overall increase In yields Is anti-
cipated;

expansion of town population at an
annual rate of 41%:

a gradual increase in average daily
consumption Per head of 318
lires ('70 gallons) over a 7-year
period if the high yield estimates
of the water supply system are
achieved;

increased economic activity in Carnar-
von and, possibly, the establish-
ment of new industries;

improved domestic and municipal
amenities.

Then, on page 32 of this report, the fol-
lowing appears-

The Proposed groundwater supply
scheme could have a significant Im-
pact on the fruit and vegetable supply

position on Whe towns and settlements
north of Carnarvon, especially In the
Pilbara. Iron ore mining region.

Mr Mclver: Is this the Danny Norton
report? We have heard a great deal about
that report, you know.

Mr LAURANCE: No, Dr Patterson com-
missioned this report.

Mr May: It was not done beforehand?

Mr LAUIRANCE: No, It was not done
beforehand. It was a report that was made
by the Department of Northern Develop-
ment. I continue to quote from page 63-

The "without" situation is envisaged
as follows:
contraction of water supplies for

horticulturalists to 33% of present
usage to protect the aquifers from
further serious damage;

reduction of horticultural output;
movements of marginal growers and

some sharefanners and workers
out of the industry;

reduction of economic activity In
Carnarvon;

possible movement out of Carnarvon
of persons directly associated with
Industries serving the horticultu-
ral industry and because of reduc-
ed economic activity generally;

limitations on further growth at Car-
narvon;

no improvement In environmental and
recreational facilities at Carnar-
von.

I also add my own personal comment as
follows-

Perth will pay a great deal more
for its winter vegetables.

M~r May: How Is the transport situa-
tion up there?

Mr LAURANCE: It has been fixed and
going well.

Mr May: Fixed, anyway.
Mr LAURANCE: I wanted to have an

opportunity to record in Hansard, firstly,
that I believe the environmental problems
are being raised at the last moment, and.
secondly, the importance of that scheme to
Carnarvon and what will happen If it Is
denied to the area.

Another item of vital importance to the
Carnarvon region is the Provision of a
further $1.4 million for the Carnarvon
Regional Hospital. This money will provide
for the upgrading of and the extensions
to the hospital complex. The total cost will
aproximate $3 million. I certainly welcome
the amount allocated this financial year.
The activity provided by this expenditure
comes at a good time for Cararvon and
the region will eventually be well served
by the Improved medical services that will
be made available.
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Whilst the extensions to the Cssnarvon
Hi1gh School have been allocated only a
small sum of money this financial year,
a considerable amount was allocated to
this high school in the previous Budget.
This allowed the school to become a very
Important regional educational facility,.
Whilst on the subject of education I would
like to raise one matter which I hope will
be mentioned In the Estimates for next
financial year when allocations are made
for education in my area. I refer to the
provision of a gymnasium-hall for the
Carnarvon Senior High School. This
facility has already been built in some
areas. We have heard a great deal of talk
during this session of Parliament about
the community use of educational facilities.
I have vigorously tried to promote that
Idea In my area, and I believe some suc-
cess has been achieved in this regard. X
would like to place on record an extract
taken from the Northern Timnes of the 24th
October, 1974, which reads as follows-

Shire to Negotiate for Community
Centre

Carnarvon Shire Council is pre-
Pared to invest funds and negotiate
with the Education Department in a
joint venture for a community centre
in Carnarvon.

On this subject the member for Morley
has moved a motion and many members
have spoken to it. I believe that Carnar-
von could be one of the first centres in
this State to be provided with a joint-
venture recreational centre. The shire has
shown its willingness to participate in the
scheme and, with the co-operation of the
Education Department in this area we
could see something worth while provided
in the Carnarvon district and we could
give a lead to the rest of the State.

In addition, $120 000 have been made
available for the erection of a library-
resource centre for the Exmouth District
High School. That has enabled us to go
ahead-as has been announced In the last
few days-to provide for plans for the
commencement of classes up to the fifth-
year level at the Exmouth District High
School, commencing in 19076. This will
Prove to be a boon for that area because
it will keep families together. This is not
a large regional centre and it Is not fed
by a hinterland, so if we have to wait until
the district reaches a sufficient size to
warrant a traditional senior high school
then Exmouth might have to wait forever.
The people of Exmouth have been told
that once that resource centre has been
built, the following year classrooms to
accommodate students up to the fourth-
year level will commence.

I now wish to refer to the closure of
the tracking station at Carnarvon. This
Is a facility that has linked Western Aus-
tralia with the space age. It is most Im-
portant. because this station and others
around the world have been established

to keep track of the various satellites that
have been projected into space. However.
technology has advanced to such an ex-
tent thqtt the Carnarvon station is no
longer required. There is now only one
tracking station in Australia. That hap-
pens to be situated at Orroral Valley,
which is just outside Canberra. Most of
the equipment is being removed from the
tracking station. In fact, the Americans
were keen to take away one of the com-
puters which was used to put the first
astronaut on the moon. This computer
will be Installed in a science museum so
that it may be shown to the American
people to indicate that this was the piece
of equipment that triggered off the last
stage of putting a man on the moon.

The people of the district have accepted
that the tracking station had to clos. In
fact, a closing-down party that was held
in Carnarvon last week was a sad affair.
Many people were employed on the track-
Ing station. However, the Government
has given a lead In providing ideas on
alternative uses for the station.

The Government has given a lead in
Providing experts from various depart-
ments to work with the local zone develop-
ment council to put forward suggestions
for employing the people who will be re-
trenched. Several Ideas have been put
forward. One was to use the station as
a tourist centre as a reminder to the people
of the part played by the station in the
space programme. That has also been
mentioned in the Federal House recently
by way of an answer to a question. It
was said that this suggestion will be given
favourable consideration.

The transport co-operative that is now
operating in Carnarvon was mentioned by
an honourable member opposite a few
moments ago. This co-operative is anxious
to establish a carton factory in Carnarvon.
The Department of Industrial Develop-
ment Is carrying out a feasibility study in
regard to it. It is also hoped to use some
or the buildings there for a new transport
depot.

The idea of creating a tourist centre
Is a sound one, but it is fairly passive, It
does not employ many people. Many
people in the area have been searching
frantically for an alternative industry
following the closure of the tracking
station.

Mr May: How many people are involved?

Mr LAURANCE., The number is 561.
Mr May: How many of those are over-

seas people?
Mr LAURANCE: There is none. To

their credit many have tried to settle in
Carnarvon and retrain for other occupa-
tions so that they may stay In Carnarvon.
Therefore this speaks volumes for the
area.
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I have heard It said that there are three
stages through which a Person passes in
the full development of any career. The
first is starry-eyed enthusiasm; the second
is hard-headed realism; and the third is
mature simplicity. I have seen members
here with qualities which would indicate
to me that we have some in each of those
three categories. I am In the first cate-
gory of being a starry-eyed enthusiast
because I hope that we can accept the
real challenge to provide some other in-
dustry which will help to replace the people
lost to the area by the closing of the
station. Help will be forthcomi~ng i1 the
Commonwealth and State Governments
liaise well on this matter: and in this
respect I have a letter from the Depart-
ment of Services and Properties to the
Under-Secretary for Lands, dated the
11th November, in which is the following-

Dismantling and packing of techni-
cal equipment will then proceed and
is expected to be completed approxi-
mately May, 1975.

It Is not known when the Depart-
ment of Manufacturing Industry will
declare the property as surplus to its
requirements--but until this even-
tuates, this office can take no action.
It should be painted out that before
any disposal action can be taken, the
requirements of all other Australian
Government Departments must be
canvassed.

You may be assured that your in-
terest in this property will receive
every consideration.

I do hope the Commonwealth and State
departments will liaise very closely as to
the future of that facility.

I now wish to turn briefly to Shark Bay.
Rather than comment on a significant
Budget item for this year, I would like to
make a plea to the Minister for Works
and urge inclusion in the 1975-76 Budget
of an allocation of funds to install a re-
verse osmosis water treatment plant for
that area.

Mr Jamieson: It was supposed to have
been this year, because I approved of it
earlier.

Mr LAURANCE: That statement does
stand some challenge. Unfortunately I
cannot use my time to refute it.

I have here a letter from the present
Minister for Works, dated the 31st July,
this year, indicating that the scheme would
go ahead and funds would be included in
the loan programme for 1975-76. I would
urge the Minister to ensure that it is
included in the Estimates and is In fact
one of the first items for the next financial
year.

Mr May: It has been put off apparently.
Mr LAURANCE: No. The previous

Minister did go to the area just before the
election and indicated that he believed

a field trial should be held there, but the
officers had several months' work ahead
of them to complete a study to see whether
it was possible, but it sounded good at the
time. I would like to move on-

Mr Jamieson: That was not correct.
You will not move on before I tell you-

Mr LAURANCE: -to talk about the
water rates and charges.

Mr Jamieson: -that it was approved
a long time before that.

'The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mr Jamieson: So you won't talk me

down, friend!
Mr LAURANCE: Do you think I may be

able to continue, Mr Deputy Speaker?
Mr May: You should not be allowed to.
Mr LAUJRANCE: I welcome very much

the moves announced yesterday in regard
to water rates and charges and the alle-
viation of the recent increases for people
in the north, In this connection I would
like to warn the people in my area par-
ticularly, but people north of the 26th
parallel generally, that these new rates
will fall very hard on them.

Although the changed rates are much
fairer, I would like to ask the Minister for
Water Supplies to ensure that his depart-
ment conducts a campaign using some of'
the literature it already has, I am refer-
ring to documents such as the one I have
In my hand which reads, Become a Water
Watcher. It indicates a number of ways
water consumption can be reduced.

Recently, in connection with the town
of Carnarvon, I asked the following ques-
lion-

(1) What
single
in the

is the present number of
residential water services
Carnarvon townslte area?

The answer was, "953." I then asked-
(2) What number of services, in the

latest period of one year for which
figures are available, consumed In
excess of-

(a) 100 000 gallons;
(b) 200 000 gallons?

The answer to paragraph (a) was "428",
which Is just on 50 per cent. The answer
to paragraph (b) was "176". So something
like 25 per cent of the people in that town
are using over 200 000 gallons or 909 kilo-
litres. I suggest to them that they should
become water watchers and abide by some
of the principles enunciated in that par-
ticular document so that they can conserve
that precious commodity, water, and some
of their own money,

I know that in Carnarvon and Exmouth
some people have consumed over one ml-
lion gallons of water per year for a single
residential lot. These people will be in
difficulties unless they change their water
consumption habits.
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I would like to turn very briefly to a
number of comments made by previous
speakers on this debate. I am sorry I have
had to wait so long to raise these matters
and I wanted particularly to refer to the
member for Geraldton who unfortunately
is not In his place.

Mr Skidmore: We shall convey the mes-
sage to him.

Mr Moiler: He Is. He Is in Geraldton.
Mr LAURANCE: I regret he Is not in his

place-
Mr May: I bet!
Mr LAURANCE: -for a number of

reasons. We have heard many claims,
particularly earlier In the debate, of Gov-
ernment ineptitude in this State and It
was stated that the Budget was rather dis-
graceful and that with open arms we
should be accepting money from the east
of this country.

Mr Moiler: Not from the east: from the
Australian Government.

Mr Bryce: You are talking as though It
Is a different country, too. Did you have
your inoculations before you went to Bris-
bane?

Mr LAURANCE: This ineptitude we
heard about earlier in the debate suddenly
seems to have cropped up in all States.
and Mr Dunstan seems to be particularly
concerned about it as well, but I have
not heard any members saying that ob-
viously South Australia was also suffering
from a great deal of economic ineptitude.
In fact, It seems that the comments of
members opposite should have been
directed to a different quarter. In The
Australian on the 13th November-

Mr Byrce: That Is a foreign country.
Mr Moller: A different people.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mr LAURANCE: Thank you. Mr Deputy

Speaker.
Mr Mcover: They cannot even play

cricket.
Mr LAURANCE: The heading is "Whit-

lam Somersault-.
Mr Mclver: We are Western Australians.
Mr LAUANCE: Members might have

thought that referred to today's statement
about Mr Crean-

Several members Interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mr May: That is a foreign paper.
Mr LAURANCE: I wish to draw atten-

tion to another point about which I was
reminded by the member for Ascot. He
said we should be thankful for the money
received from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment.

Mr Bryce: So we should be, too.
Mr LAURANCE: He made this state-

mert-
Mr Bryce: Are you thankful for it?

Mr LAURANCE*. He said-
They have as much right as You

have to distribute it; the only differ-
ence is that they distribute it better.

He said that the Australian Government
does a better job of distributing the
money-

Mr Bryce: That is right.
Mr Jamieson: And it is democratically

elected, too.
Mr LAUTRANCE: -than is done in this

State. What an indictment of the legis-
lators of this State and the public servants
of this State.

Mr May: You are saying it.
Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mr Bryce: Don't try to hide behind

public servants. No-one criticised them
like your leader did.

Mr LAURANCE: The member for Ascot
is on record as saying that-

Mr Bryce: You are the Government in
this State. You select the priorities in
regard to how the money is to be spent.

Mr LAURANCE: Do members mind if
I continue with my speech?

Mr Bryce: Not at all, as long as you
stick to the f acts.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: If you ad-
dress the Chair and ignore interjections
I am sure you will succeed.

Mr LAURANCE: The member for Ascot
believes that the Federal Government dis-
tributes the money better than the State
agencies. I think that says a great deal
about what he thinks of State agencies!

Mr Bryce: The State agencies of this
State Government.

Mr LAURANCE:, The member for Ascot
is a legislator f or-

Mr Bryce: Don't blame me for the de-
cisions made in this respect.

Mr LAURANCE: A member who goes
out and gets himself elected to represent
the people in this State and then sas
that the Australian Government spends
the money better-

Mr Bryce: It does too.
Mr LAURANCE: -must, as doctors sub-

scribe to the Hippocratic oath, subscribe
to the ALP hypocritic oath.

Several members Interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mr LAURANCE: The member for tier-

aldton said, when talking about the di-
vision between the country and city people,
that he knew the answer to the trouble.
He said there was a gap and then he
gave the following answer-

I would argue that the rich, the
powerful, and the wealthy among the
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pastoraists and fanning People are de-
liberately putting forward the aliena-
tion argument to sway the ordinary
people living in country areas away
from those living in the city.

Mr Jamieson: Very good assessment.
Mr LAURANCE: That demonstrates to

me that I should keep on chipping away
at that enormous black he has on his
shoulders. Of course I will not get too
far. I would need a ehainsaw in order to
get through his prejudice.

Several members Interjected.
Mr Moiler: There is a block In the

centre of your head.
The SPEAKER: Order!I
Mr LAURANCE: Not all members and

their Colleagues, or their ex-colleagues,
share the view about the rich, powerful.
and wealthy pastoralists and farmers
causing this situation. Mr Bickerton, the
Previous Minister for the North-West and
member for the Pilbara, did not think it
was caused by the rich and wealthy pas-
toralists. In fact, some of his anguish was
not throttled by the Premier and it came
to the surface, and we all know what
happened to him.

Mr Bryce: Be careful your leader does
not decide to turn you off.

The SPEAKER: Order! The member is
entitled to make his speech.

Mr LAURANCE: The previous Premier
broke the facade for a moment or two
after the last election and criticized the
Prime Minister, and I can recall that the
Prime Minister then snubbed him at the
Town Hall. He was snubbed after expres-
sing a few frank thoughts about the won-
derful Federal Government.

Mr Fred Collard, the present Federal
member for Kalgoorlie, did not say it was
the rich, powerful, and wealthy pastoralists
who caused the problem when the Federal
Government removed the petrol subsidy.
He said that even Jesus Christ could not
hold the seat then.

Mr Bryce: We will wait to see.
Mr May: How is the member off for

electricity charges?
Mr Young: That was published in The

West Australian.
The SPEAKER: Order! One at a time.
Mr LAURANCE: The member for Ger-

aldton went on to talk about educational
allowances which are made available by
the Present Australian Government.

Mr May: Just as well he spoke, other-
wise the member for Gascoyne would not
be able to speak.

Mr LAURANCE: I would take up the
member for Geraldton on the point that
the living-away-from-home allowance is
$350. When the present Commonwealth
Government took over the previous State

MtI3

allowance of $304 was raised by the magni-
ficent sum of $46. The basic allowance is
$350. The member for Geraldton then
went on to say that an additional $350
was available in special circumstances.
Even after that, a further $304 was avail-
able making a total of $1 004. That was
supposed to be a wonderful increase over
the $304 allowed by the State previously.

Let us look at that basic allowance of
$350. If the family income is less than
$5 360 the full additional allowance of $350
would be available, making a total allow-
ance of $100. If the adjusted family
income is below $3 100 the final additional
amount of $304 is available.

Mr T. J. Burke: For those children who
need it most.

Mr LAUJRANCE: Fantastic, or so It
sounds. However, the average worker
earns mare than is allowed for, so he does
not qualify for amounts above the basic
$350.

Mr Mclver: The children are sent to
the schools in Perth.

Mr LAURANCE: We again have refer-
ence to the rich pastorallats!

Mr Mclver: You have hit the nail on the
head.

Mr Jamieson: The member for Gas-
coyne should get the silver spoon out of
his mouth for a while.

The SPEAKER: Order, there are too
many interjections.

Mr LAURnANCE: There are other inequi-
ties in the education allowance system.
For instance, the allowance of $350-
which Is the only allowance the average
person can get anyway-has to be included
in taxable income. Therefore, the $260
concessional deduction for the first child
is reduced by that allowance which
exceeds $130. The allowance exceeds the
deduction by $220 so the concessional
deduction in respect of that child is reduced
from $200 to $40.

Also, we have recently heard that the
Australian Government has reduced the
education deduction from $400 to $150.
When all those items are taken into
account it will be seen that people living
in Isolated areas are, in fact, worse off.
The situation might look good, and sound
good to the member for Geraldton but
any person who earns an average wage in
my electorate is worse off.

Mr Mclver: Rubbish! Give us some
facts.

Mr LAURANCE: The member opposite
can get his own facts. I challenge him
to refute any of those figures.

Mr Mclver: Instead of sending the
children to Perth, send them to Geraldton.

Mr LAUIRANCE: I would like to con-
clude on the question of unemployment be-
cause unemployment has affected my area

3529



3530 [ASSEMBLY.]

as it has many other areas. We all know,
as does Mr Crean, the reason for unemn-
ployrnent and we have been told It will
get worse.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! There are too

many Interjections. Unless they cease 1I
will have to take some further action.

Mr LAURANCE: Even Mr Hawke has
said the position will get a lot worse. An-
other point which interests me is that
over the last several weeks, when Mr
Hawke has mentioned that the unemploy-
ment position will get worse next year,
he has predicted a change of Federal Gov-
ermnent because he frequently mentions
that the position will apply whatever Gov-
ernment Is in power next year.

Mr May;. You previously said he was
wrong.

Mr LAURANCE: I say he Is predicting
there will be a change of Government.

Mr Bryce. How many people are un-
employed in the Gascoyne electorate?

Mr LAURANCE: Far too many.
Mr Bryce: You are the expert. Let us

have some figures.
Mr LAURANCE: It Is changing every

day.
Mr Jamieson: So are you.
Mr LAURAN'CE: I have not checked

since this morning.
Mr May: it is so Important that you

do not know.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr LAURANCE: What has happened Is

that the thin line which leaves some In-
itiative to the businessman has been
broken. One businessman in my area had
never had fewer than 13 people on his
staff until two or three months ago; he
now has eight. Another man with a small
manufacturing business who has employed
five now has one employee and he is look-
ing for further ways to cut down his over-
heads. This is the situation the Labor
Government in Canberra has created for
business people and which has caused un-
employment.

Several members interjected.
Mr LAURANCE: If the businessman

goes to the bank he cannot get money;
or if he can overcome that obstacle it is
at a high interest rate.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! Borne members

are behaving rather badly. They are mak-
ing too many Interjections in chorus and
some members are making repetitive in-
teriections. I ask members to behave
better.

Mr LAURANCE: if the businessman can
overcome the obstacle of the credit
squeeze, he finds the interest rates are
killing him. if he tries to be expansionar

and put on more staff, he runs into high
wages which he cannot afford and indus-
trial conditions which are strangling him.
If he overcomes those obstacles and makes
a Profit which he invests, he pays a suir-
charge on his investment;, and if he sells
his business he pays a capital gains tax.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: order! Ione at a time.
Mr LAURANCE: if he sacks his staff

because he has to, what does the Austra-
lian Government do about It? We find the
answer in the RED scheme. The poor
fellow asks himself, "What can I do for
some enjoyment?" So he goes along to
the meeting of the Chamber of Commerce
where a letter from Mr Clyde Cameron Is
read out, which says-

Labour Intensive projects of a soc-
ially useful or economically viable
nature will be the basis of the pro-
ramme.

The man cannot turn In any direction to
make a profit or try to be expansionary
and employ anybody.

Mr Skidmore: He Is not a very good
businessman.

Mr LAURANCE: How could one be a
good businessman today? The Federal
Government asks him to think of an econ-
omically viable project.

Mr Bryce: Your leader can solve all
this.

The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
member has five minutes.

Mr LAURANCE: Mr Clyde Cameron goes
on to say-

Appropriate public acknowledge-
ment of the grant by the Australian
Government will be displayed on the
project site during the progress of the
work.

This interests me. Perhaps on a RED
scheme we could put up a RED flag.

Several members interjected.
Mr LAURANCE; Then comes the real

crunch at the end for the poor fellow who
has staggered along to the meeting of the
Chamber of Commerce. This is brilliant
economics. Mr Clyde Cameron says-

If one takes into account taxation
and the unemployed benefits of $51.50
a week which a married Person with a
dependent spouse would be entitled to
claim, the total cost of providing em-
ployment to each married person
would be less than $25.50 a week.

one is paying a man $90 to work, and we
have to pay him $51.50 not to work; and
Mr Cameron says that after tax there
Is not much difference, so why not send
all the 300 000 unemployed out to work?
One lot can dig holes in the morning and
the other lot can fill them in In the after-
noon.
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Mr Bryce: Where have you seen that?
It is a figment of Your imagination.

Mr LAURANCE: The scheme went
wrong for one reason. Some of the un-
employed who came to work on the RED
schemes were just as brilliant as Mr Cam-
eron, and they found they were not much
better off if they did work. So at Surfers
Paradise a few days ago, some who had
started on a RED Project decide to go
back on social services. When we are talk-
ing about ineptitude we must make our
criticism in the right direction.

Mr May: How. many unemployed are
there in Carnarvon?

Mr LAURANCE: Far too many, and if
that does not concern the member for
Clontarf as much as it concerns me, he
has a callous disregard for the present sit-
uation.

MR MOILER (Mundaring) [1.56 am.]:
At this late hour when most members
of the Government are asleep, there is no
better way for me to commence my re-
marks than to repeat the words of our
Premier. It may awaken one or two of
the Government members to hear the
words of their master. In his policy speech
under "Disaster Relief" he states--

Natural disasters can strike at any
time, as the Queensland floods and our
own past experiences confirm.

Fortunately, when last in Govern-
ment, we provided a Statewide relief
organization which has proved itself
effective on many occasions.

I would like the Premier, when he is re-
plying, to tell us the many occasions when
the organisations which he claimed the
previous Liberal Government had set up
had proved effective. There is far better
to come. He continued-

The main gap, so far, has been the
availability of funds which can be
drawn on immediately without the de-
lays--however brief-of having to
make special arrangements.

We now propose a permanent solu-
tion:

We will allocate each year con-
tributions from the Treasury to-
wards a Permanent disaster relief
fund.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Who wants a perma-
nent disaster?

Mr Mclver: The present Government-
what a disaster!

Mr MOILER: Today I asked the Premier
the following question-

(1) What steps has he taken to im-
plement a Permanent solution for
the Providing of finance for dis-
aster relief?

(2) What amount this year has been
allocated this year from the
Treasury, to the establishment of
a permanent relief fund, as pro-
mised in his policy speech?

He replied, once again-
(1) and (2) In view of the unrealistic

attitude of the Commonwealth
Government to the revenue needs
of the States, as evidenced by its
repeated refusal to supplement the
grants payable under the formula,
it has not been possible, as yet, to
establish a relief fund, but the
policy set out In my Policy Speech
has not been abandoned.

It might have been deferred or forgotten
but It has not been abandoned.

Mr Thompson: What about the rest of
that question?

Mr MOILER: The member for Kala-
munda will get a mention.

Mr Jamieson: He does need disaster re-
lief. The whole Government is a disaster.

Mr Sodeman: The Federal Government
is. and I am glad to hear you admit it.

Mr MOILER: I refer again to the
Premier's policy speech. He said-

As the contributions grow, year by
year-

This is the fund for disaster relief. To
continue-

-they will be invested to yield their
own income which could be added to
the fund.

So It is quite a good idea. It continues-
While the basic fund was being built

up to an adequate level, we would deal
with relief direct from the Treasury.

Part (3) of the question I asked today
was as follows--

Does he intend to provide direct re-
lief by way of Treasury funds to the
hills orchardists recently affected by
u1nseasonal storms, destroying their
uninsured crops?

To do the right thing by his back-bencher,
the member for Kalaniunda-

Mr Thompson: Who took the initiative
to upstage his neighbour.

Mr MOILER: I do not think so. The
answer was-

Representations from the member
for Kalamunda are receiving con-
sideration, but it has been the policy
of successive State Governments-~

That is regardless of what the Premier said
In his policy speech. The answer con-
tinues-

-to restrict relief measures to large-
scale disasters where a state of emer-
gency has been declared to exist.

I certainly hope I can Prod the Premier
to give the orchardists some help.

Mr May: He Is not in the Chamber.
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Mr MOTTSH: He will be made aware of
it. I am sure. The Premier indicated that
these orchardists are unlikely to get ay
assistance, even though in his Policy
speech he referred to the disaster relief
fund as follows--

Primarily the fund is intended for
non-Insurable risks unless there are
special circumstances.

These crops that were destroyed by the
storm were uninsured, as It was considered
completely unreasonable to insure such
crops. Surely the Premier was referring to
Just this type of disaster when he pro-
mised, along with thousands of other
Promises, that there must be some cover
for this type of disaster. He is now saying
these People will be given no assistance
whatever. I Join the member for Halt-
munda in the hope that the orchardists
receive the relief they are entitled to and
which they were Promised by the Premier.

Mr Mclver: They will get nothing, as
the farmers did after the earthquake.

Mr MOILER: I also wish to mention
unemployment, and this matter was
tou-ted upon by the previous speaker.
the member for Gascoyne.

Mr Mclver: He only touched It, though.
Mr MOILER: I would like to draw atten-

tion to what I believe was a misleading
statement made by the Minister for Local
Government. On Tuesday, the 22nd Octo-
ber, the member for Ascot asked a ques-
tion about unemployment relief funds. He
asked-

(1) Which local governing bodies did
he approach by telegram, re-
questing details of proposed pro-
jects for the use of "unemployment
grants" from the Australian Gov-
ernment?

Prior to this the Minister for Local Gov-
ernment had indicated to local authorities
that he felt they should not accept these
rants from the Australian Government,

Mr Rushton: You are misstating the
facts. I was encouraging them so they
knew someone was looking after them, and
they were not passed over as they were
before.

Mr MOILER: That is what the Minister
was trying to tell the public. The member
for Ascot then asked the Minister-

(2) (a) floes the State Government
propose to allocate funds to
local government bodies for
unemployment relief;

(b) if so. will he indicate what
amount has been allocated for
this purpose?

Mr Rushton: That is the Commonwealth
Cloverrnment's responsibility.

Mr Bryce: You did not say that a
couple of years ago. Have you changed
your tune?

Mr Rushton-. They are getting help from
the State Government through the local
government assistance fund.

Mr Bryce: How much of that has been
allocated?

Mr MOltER If I may be permitted to
continue-

Mr Rushton: The Commonwealth Gov-
ernment has created the unemployment.

Mr Jamieson: The Premier said he would
solve it in six months.

Mr MOILER: To the first part of the
member's question the Minister replied-

Every munlclpallty-138 in all.
And then in answer to part (2) (a) and (b)
of the question the Minister replied-

(2) (a) and (b) Not specifically.
The Government has provided
$1 million for municipalities this
year, to be made available through
the local authorities assistance
fund. This money will be for
general purposes and could be
utilised by councils to relieve un-
employment.

Mrt Rushiton: That $1 million is equiva-
lent to a grant of $35 million from the
Commonwealth Government on the same
basis of financial ability.

Mr MOILER: The next week, on Thea-
day, the 29th October. I asked the Minister
the following question-

(1) Referring to his answer to ques-
tion 12, Tuesday, 22nd October,
in which he stated the Govern-
ment has provided $1 million for
municipalities this year through
the Local Authorities Assistance
Fund, is the $1 million In addition
to the $1 195 000 indicated allo-
cation as shown in the Estimates
for 1974-75?

(2) By what criteria will allocations
to the various shires be decided?

And the Minister replied that there was
no additional allocation other than the
$1.195 million allocated under the local
government assistance plan.

Mr Rushton: You know very well that is
in the Budget.

Mr MOILER: Last year. under the local
government assistance plan, the Tonkin
Government provided $655 000 while the
Minister tries to suggest to the public that
$1 million has been provided to local au-
thorities for unemployment relief.

Mr Rushton: I did not say that at all.
Mr MOILER: The Minister implied it.
Mr Rushton: They can use it as they

wish.
Mr MOltER: The Minister implied to

the public that $1 million was being allo-
cated from the State Government unem-
ployment relief fund to local authorities.
That was a complete lie.
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Mr Rushton: You are only inferring,
and it is dangerous to inter.

Mr MOILER: I am stating quite cate-
gorically that the Minister tried to Pull
the wool over the eyes of members of this
Parliament and of the public.

Mr Rushiton: You know that is a mis-
statement.

Mr MOILER: The Minister implied that
the present Government bad allocated this
money and it never did.

Mr Rushton: Just read the answer to the
question and that will tell you.

Mr MOILER: The answers are there for
anyone to see. I am merely drawing atten-
tion to the fact that once again the Gov-
ernment has tried to mislead the public
and to misrepresent the position.

Mr Rushton: It is as straight as a die.
Mr Stephens: The Minister made a clear

statement, and If you cannot understand
it that is your fault.

Mr May: Like the one on daylight
saving; that was very clear.

Mr MOILER: Another matter to which
I propose to refer is the accommodation
of mental health patients in hostels
throughout the metropolitan area, and the
insufficient amount of assistance provided
by the Mental Health Services by way of
subsidy. In 1969 the Mental Health 8cr-
vice provided a subsidy of $1 per patient
per day to hostels accommodating mental
patients. At that time the Federal Govern-
ment provided assistance of $2 a day for
ordinary patients in idCPP.class hospitals,
and $5 a. day for patients requiring inten-
sive care.

In October, 1971, the contribution of the
Commonwealth Government increased to
$3.50 a day for ordinary patients, and
$6.50 a day for Intensive care Patients. In
January, 1973, following the introduction
of legislation, an additional amount of
$1.60 per day was made available by the
Commonwealth for both classs of patients.
and the total amount then received by
hostels from both Commonwealth and
State Governments was $5.10 a day for
ordinary patients and $8.10 a day for in-
tensive care patients. In August. 1974,
the Commonwealth Government Increased
the additional $1.60 to $2.80, so that the
total subsidies were $6.30 and $9.30 re-
spectively. Two months later, the addil-
tional amount granted by the Common-
wealth was again increased. It rose to
$4.20, so that the total amounts then
became $7.70 for ordinary patients, and
$10.70 for intensive care patients.

However, during the period from 1969
to the present time the subsidy provided
by the State Government to hostel resi-
dents has remained at $1 a day. It casts
the State Government approximately
$25 000 a year to subsidise the mainten-
ance of mental health patients in hostels
in the community. I think It Is reasonable

to suggest that the Government should
allocate further funds towards subsidising
the accommodation of these patients In
hostels,

On the 30th April, this year, the Direc-
tor of the Mental Health Services sub-
mitted to the Minister a preliminary re-
port on hostels to which Mental Health
Services patients have been sent. The
report was subsequently tabled in this
Chamber on the 7th August. The Govern-
ment has had some six months in which
to study the report. The director sug-
gested amongst other things that the
State Government should introduce legis-
lation for the control and regulation of
hostels which accommodate Mental Health
Services patients, and he said he would
submit a proposed draft later.

It should be obvious to anyone who has
read some of the articles which have ap-
peared in the local Pres in regard to these
hostels that the State should contribute
further towards the maintenance of the
patients in them, it is logical that legis-
lation should be Introduced to control these
hostels, to make provision for them to be
licensed, and to make provision for them
to be categorised. Some patients In these
hostels are capable of leaving the hostel
during the day, while others need constant
care. Therefore, it is logical the subsidy
to some hostels should be higher than the
subsidy to other hostels. For that reason
they should be licensed and categorised
Into those in which the patients require
constant attention--and which obviously
should receive a higher subsidy-and those
in which the patients can leave the hostel
during the day and possibly need to be
supervised only in connection with such
matters as the pills they are required to
take.

Having had this submission before It
for some six months, the Government
should be in a position to say it Is reason-
able that the hostels should be granted
an additional subsidy. I would hope In
the next session of Parliament tne Gov-
erment will see fit to introduce legisla-
tion to cover the hostels. At the moment
they are not covered by legislation and
are considered legally as no more than
boarding houses. Little or no control is
capable of being exercised over them.

Now, to liven up the debate-
Mr McPharlin:, Don't disturb them on

your side.
Mr Nanovich: It has been dead for a

long time; it needs a lot of livening up.
Mr B. T. Burke: Go back to sleep.
Mr MOILER: I am trying to sort out

my topics, because I like to keep the very
best until last. In view of the fact that
the Minister for Lands is present, I would
like to touch on the fire risk In Western
Australia.

Mr Nanovich: Let's start talking about
the Commonwealth Government again.
That wil liven it up.
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Mr B. T. Burke: Put him back in the money to this area and to ensure that
horse show.

Mr MOILE: When the Tonkin Gov-
ernment was elected to office in 1971 little
action was being taken in respect of fire
control or prevention to lessen the risk
of fires on Crown land. In 1971-712 there
was an allocation of $2 000.

Mr O'Neil: For matches.

Mr MOILE: This money was provided
fur the purpose of coping with fire hazards
on Crown land. The allocation was in-
creased to $56 000 in 1972-73; in 1973-74
the amount increased to $59 000; however,
this year it has dropped back to $55 000.
On the face of it, that is only $4 000 less
than last year. But if we use the argu-
ment constantly used by the Minister for
Traffic when he complains about the Aus-
tralian Government's allocation of road
funds being eroded by inflation, we get a
different picture.

Mr O'Connor: Other State Labor Minis-
ters also complain about this.

Mr MOILER: Go back to sleep! Using
the Minister's argument relating to the
erosion of money values by inflation, this
year's allocation of $55 000 is considerably
less than the amount provided last year
by the Labor Administration. Labor pro-
vided for a dramatic increase in this allo-
cation in order to minimise fire hazards on
Crown lands within the State; this indi-
cates the type of action the Labor Govern-
ment took to Protect the community
against fires.

Mr Ridge: The same sort of protection
has been provided for years and years.
The money might have come from a dif-
ferent source. Perhaps the reason for
the reduced allocation this year is that
it was not all spent last year or the year
before and there is no necessity for the
allocation to be as high this year.

Mr MOULE: That might be the case;
I certainly hope it is. However, I very
much doubt whether the entire $59 000
was not spent last year, because I took
some interest in this matter. In some
regards, the money could have been put
to better use than it was and on occa-
sions I have pointed tis out to the rele-
vant Minister.

I refer members to an article which ap-
peared in The West Australian of the 12th
November, following a fire which raged
for some days in the vicinity of Cockle-
biddy Station. The article states--

The State Cabinet yesterday ordered
an intensified effort to make people
aware of the bushfire hazard now
facing WA.

It is all very well making people aware
of the situation, but if the State Govern-
ment itself is interested in fire prevention
it should be prepared to contribute more

Crown lands are not fire hazards. The
article continues-

The order was given to the Minister
for Lands, Mr Ridge, after he reported
to the Cabinet on the threat resulting
from the drying of the heavy growth
caused by the wet winter.

I certainly hope the Government has in
hand some scheme to reduce the fire
hazards on the many acres of Crown land
in and around the metropolitan area where
many of these hazards develop. However,
it would appear that the Government is
not prepared to spend money to minimise
these hazards. Many local authorities are
taking steps to ensure that owners of
private properties remove any type of fire
hazard from their properties. I think it is
only reasonable that the State Govern-
ment should follow suit. I was hoping the
Premier would have returned to the Cham-
ber by now.

Mr Nanovich: He is out fighting a fire.
Mr MOEFl:E: Today I directed the fol-

lowing question to the Premier-
Would he indicate what works his

Government had brought forward as a
result of an examination of the works
programme as indicated by him on
10th September this year?

My question arose from an article which
appeared in The West Australian on the
10th September which stated-

The State Government will examine
its works programme to see what
works can be brought forward in an
attempt to relieve unemployment in
WA.

I should imagine that if the Government
is going to relieve unemployment, the idea
would be to do it now and not in six
months' time, or even in two years' time.
Unfortunately, the Premier is not here to
answer my criticism.

Mr A. Rt. Tonkin: The Deputy Premier
is there; he will listen.

Mr MOILER: Perhaps the Minister for
Works could take an interest in this mat-
ter; my question related to the Govern-
ment's works programme. The Premier
replied-

The Ministers concerned have been
instructed to expedite wherever prac-
ticable, all capital works covering the
full range of housing, construction,
and provision of water and sewerage.

The Premier failed to answer my very
simple question. Two months ago the
Premier said, "We are studying those areas
where we can bring forward works which
will relieve the unemployment situation.",

Yet after two months the Premier has
done nothing about the situation. We are
constantly told how bad the unemployment
position In Western Australia is becoming
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and I would have thought that any reason-
able Premier would be able to tell us after
two months what specific works had been
brought forward to try to relieve the situ-
ation. However, all we received was the
usual lot of mumbo Jumbo. However, on
this occasion, the Premier did not mention
the Federal Government.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Do you mean the
Australian Government or the Federal
Government?

Mr MOILER: I mean the Australian
Government.

The final matter to which I wish to
refer relates to the realignment of Great
Eastern Highway to an area south of
Sawyers Valley. We have recently been
advised that the Federal Government is
prepared to accept responsibility for the
maintenance and construction of national
highways, one of which is the Great East-
ern Highway. The suggestion recently has
been made in the Press that the Great
Eastern Highway will be rerouted to by-
pass Sawyers Valley some distance to the
south.

Following the publication of the article,
I wrote to the Federal Minister for Trans-
port (Mr Charles Jones) and requested the
deferment of any plans to realign the high-
way south of Sawyers Valley.

Mr O'Connor: What did he say?

Mr MOILER: I have not received a re-
ply.

Mr O'Connor: That Is the best result
you will get from him.

Mr MOILER: We have not received
much help from the State Government.

The alignment of the Great Eastern
Highway east of Mundaring at present runs
through Sawyers Valley, and the need to
widen the highway was obvious. Because
of the resumption and the Purchase of
land that abuts onto the highway, which
land Is required to allow the highway to be
widened, It is obvious that some two years
ago it must have been the intention of the
Main Roads Department to upgrade the
highway on the present alignment.

Short of two years ago the Main Roads
Department indicated to the Mundaring
Shire that it proposed to realign the
highway to the north of Sawyers Valley
and use the old railway reserve. Con-
siderable opposition was expressed to this
new road alignment and flow, some
months later, the Main Roads Depart-
ment has suggested the realignment of the
highway to the south of Sawyers Valley.
So within a period of two years, the Main
Roads Department has suggested three
different alignments: the upgrading of the
present road; a realignment to the north
of Sawyers Valley, and now it proposes a
realignment to the south of Sawyers
Valley.

I suggest that the department has a
phobia that it must move away from the
present road alignment. In my opinion
there is no need whatsoever for this move
because if the Main Roads Department
followed this new alignment the cost would
be considerably greater than if it con-
structed the road on the Present align-
ment.

The money for the necessary resumption
of land for the upgrading of the highway
has already been allocated, and therefore
there would be no need for a great deal of
expenditure to upgrade the highway On
Its present alignment.

In December, 1973, the then Minister
indicated that it was the intention of the
Main Roads Department to upgrade the
Great Eastern Highway to a four-lane high-
way through the Sawyers Valley townSite.
There was a second stage proposition pro-
vided for the realignment of the highway
which would bypass Sawyers Valley to the
south, but it was considered that this
would not be required for many years. At
the same time as the Minister provided
that information, the Secretary of the
Main Roads Department wrote to the
Mundaring Shire Council as follows--

The improvements just described
should be adequate for a number of
years, until in fact, a dual carriage-
way can be Justified.

There is no Justification whatsoever for a
dual carriageway to be constructed at
present, and there is no necessity for the
highway to bypass Sawyers Valley town-
site at Present. If the highway bypassed
the townsite it would cripple the small
commercial enterprises that now exist
there.

There must be many other sections of
the Great Eastern Highway that warrant
upgrading and improvement before money
Is expended to upgrade Great Eastern
Highway by making a bypass in the vicin-
ity of Sawyers Valley. I asked the Minis-
ter for Traffic a question in regard to a
section of the Great Eastern Highway in
the vicinity of Wilkie Road, Greenmount,
and the number of fatal accidents that
had occurred in this area. Wilkie Road
would be about six to eight miles west of
Sawyers Valley. Over the last 10 years
seven deaths have occurred in that section
of the highway. Therefore I suggest that
that section of the highway as a far higher
priority to warrant the Australian Govern-
ment expending money to upgrade it than
for it to spend money that will result in
the highway bypassing a few shops in the
Sawyers Valley townsite.

During the last 10 years, to my know-
ledge. there have been no deaths on that
portion of the road that runs through the
Sawyers Valley townsite. I would suggest
that there have been few, if any, accidents
in that section of the highway. The reason
for this is the topography of the land in
that vicinity. When travelling both east
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and west one enters a depression and
the view of the road is quite clear and
I feel sure that this has been the reason
there have been few, if any. accidents in
this locality. it is quite certain that there
have been no deaths on this portion of
the road. Yet, over the past 10 years al-
ready there have been seven deaths in
that section of the Great Eastern Highway
near Wilkie Road, Greenmount.

I would therefore suggest to the State
Government that Instead of making ap-
proaches to the Australian Government
for the allocation of funds to be spent on
the realignment of the Great Eastern
Highway to bypass Sawyers Valley. this
money could be better utilised by upgrad-
ing that section of the highway near
Wilkie Road where seven fatal accidents
have occurred. If these improvements are
effected they will no doubt help to pre-
serve the lives of those who use that high-
way.

So in the few minutes I have had I
hope I have been able to convey to the
Premier and his Government the concern
that has been shown by the people in my
area not only in regard to the Great
Eastern Highway, which is of immediate
concern, but also in regard to the other
matters I have raised, and I certainly hope
the Minister has taken cognisance of what
I have said.

MR B. T. BURKE (Balga) (2.39 am.]:
The area I represent is. of course, the
electorate of Balga. Balga can be con-
veniently divided into the suburbs of
Nollamara, Balga, and, in particular,
Yokine. Dealing first with Yokine, the
problems that my constituents experience
are mainly problems associated with the
City of Stirling.

In this speech I Intend to deliver tonight
I will be devoting a special section to the
City of Stirling and because of that I will
not touch now on the problems of the
people of Yokine. Suffice it to say that their
problems are those which are common to
the other areas I represent and they are
the areas in which the City of Stirling falls
down on its job.

The suburbs of Nollamara. and Balga, are
Perhaps vitally linked with the State
Housing Commission. In fact, these two
suburbs are State Housing Commission
suburbs and the attitudes and actions of
the State Housing Commission are very
much the attitudes and actions that affect
the lives of the People who live in
Nollamara and Balga.

Mr Speaker, as you will undoubtedly
know, prior to the end of the term of
office of the previous Government I did
criticise the State Housing Commission
for what I considered to be its insensi-
tivity to the problems of the tenants, and
the buyers of purchase homes who had
dealt with the commission.

Notwithstanding the fact that the Gov-
ernment then in power was of the political
complexion of the party to which I belong
I felt it was my duty and obligation to
point out the shortcomings of the Hous-
ing Commission. I did so, and I hope the
criticism I have levelled at the Housing
Commission will bring about some desir-
able changes.

Soon after the election which was held
on the 30th March last I went to see the
General Manager of the State Housing
Commission, and I explained to him that
my party had given me permission to move
for a Select Committee to be appointed
to Inquire into the Housing Commission.
I also mentioned the fact briefly to the
Minister for Housing and discussed the
matter with him.

The Acting General Manager of the
State Housing Commission said to me that
the commission was contemplating major
changes that would have a big Influence
on the presence of the commission in
electorates such as mine. Although I was
not completely persuaded by his arguments
I said to him on that occasion that I would
seek the permission of my party to delay
the action for the appointment of a Select
Committee for a period of some months.
so that if the Housing Commission took
appropriate action a Select Committee
might not be needed.

Some months passed, and I am sorry
to say there was very little if any im-
provement in the Housing Commission as
far as its actions touched upon my con-
stituents.

Mr T. J7. Burke: It has got worse.

Mr B. T. BURKE: One interjection is to
the effect that the actions of the State
Housing Commission have, perhaps, de-
teriorated. I wonder how they were able to
deteriorate any further, compared with Its
actions which annoyed me initially. in
any case, three or four weeks ago I, in
company with my electorate office secre-
tary, again visited the Housing Commis-
sion and interviewed the acting general
manager. He again said that the commis-
sion was experiencing certain problems
and the changes were not having as quick
an effect as the commission desired.

Mr Skidmore: He said that two months
ago.

Mr B. T. BURKE: That Interjection
sums up the actions of the Housing Com-
mission. It is delay, delay, and delay; it
promises the people everything, gives them
nothing, and before they get it takes it
away from them.

Mr Skidmnore: And charges them for It.

Mr B. T. BURKE: Charges them double
for It. Let me give the House some ex-
amples of the actions of the State Housing
Commission, and these are examples I
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drew to the attention of the commission
during my Interview with the acting gen-
eral manager.

There was an old lady named Mrs Clime
who lived with her in-laws in my elector-
ate. Mrs Clime approached me and ex-
plained she was being forced to share a
bedroom with one of her grandsons. The
house was crowded and she asked whether
I could make representations to the Hous-
ing Commission on her behalf for her to
be allocated more reasonable and suitable
accommodation.

I asked Mrs dlune whether she had any
medical evidence to support her case. She
said she had visited her regular general
practitioner and that he had supplied her
with a note. I considered from the details
she provided that the note comprised
fairly strong medical evidence. I made
representations to the Housing Commis-
sion, and an inspector subsequently visited
this lady.

Four or live weeks later the commission
sent me a letter stating that Mrs Cine
could not be accorded any special priority
because her case did not warrant it. The
letter from the commnission stated further
there was no medical evidence to support
her case. I was surprised and contacted
Mrs Clune; I reminded her she had told
me she had received a note from her doc-
tor, and she said that the note had been
given to the Inspector of the Housing
Commission. I pointed out to Mrs Clime
that sometimes the commission became a
little confused in its dealings. I asked her
to attend her doctor's surgery and obtain
another note; I told her she should hand
the note to me rather than give it to the
inspector of the Housing Commission.

About three days later Mrs Clime arrived
at my electorate office with the note, and
for this I thanked her. I asked her
whether she had attended her doctor's
surgery, and she replied she had not. I
asked her where she got the note. She
had written to the State Housing Com-
mission which took the note off her file
and sent it back to her. That was the note
she brought to me.

Notwithstanding all that, I sent the note
to the commission, and suddenly Mrs
Clone's case became much more urgent
and she was accorded accommodation on
a needs basis on the submission of a cer-
tificate which her doctor had given to her:
which she had given to the inspector;
which the inspector had given to the com-
mission: which the commission had re-
turned to Mrs Clune; which she had given
to me; and which I had forwarded back
to the commission. This was done with all
the well-oiled efficiency of a major organ-
isatlon!

Let me give another example. There is
a Mrs Butterley who is living a~t Sea-
bourne, a crayfishing centre in the Tood-
yay electorate via Ealga.

Mr Jamieson: I think It Is in the Moore
electorate.

Mr B. T. BURKlE: In any event, Mrs
Butterley lives in Seabourne. She ap-
proached me In regard to accommodation.
She was living in a caravan and found the
conditions to be intolerable. She asked me
to assist her to obtain accommodation
from the Housing Commission. I made ap-
proaches to the commission which replied
indicating that Mrs Butterley was deemed
to be a needs case. About three weeks
after being placed on a needs basis Mrs
Eutterley came to my electorate office with
a letter addressed as follow-

Mrs Butterley.
Wilcock Avenue,

Nollam era
I should point out that Wilcock Avenue Is
about a mile long. The letter she received
stated that as she had refused an offer of
assistance her name had been withdrawn
from the list.

I asked Mrs Butterley why she bad re-
quested me to make an approach when she
had already refused an offer of assistance.
She said that she had never received an
offer of assistance.

I then rang the Housing Commission
and asked where It had sent the letter. I
was told the commission had sent It to
the right address according to the par-
ticulars I have just enumerated. I repeat
that Wilcock Avenue Is a mile long.

This is the sort of thing that Is annoy-
Ing my constituents and proving to be a
veritable headache to their representative
In this Chamber. There Is no excuse for
that sort of thing; and that is the sort
of thing the State Housing Commission
must look into and rectify, if It is to take
on a compassionate and humane exterior
in respect of people with whom It deals
every day.

That Is the sort of thing that justifies a
bipartisan inquiry into the comamission. I
do not like to criticise the commission
without being able to say there Is an
avenue through which the criticism mighti
be dispensed with, and through which we
might be able to take action that will make
the criticism unnecessary In the future.

I understand that I have 45 minutes to
make my contribution. One of the other
points I would lie to touch on relates to
the unwillingness, or apparent unwilling-
ness of the State Housing Commission to
play its part in the provision of social
amenities to the People It houses, and to
the people who live In the areas that are
largely the product of Its activities.

In answer to a question in this House a
few days ago the Minister for Housing
pointed out to me that the Housing Com-
mission was not a social welfare agency;
and neither It Is.

The State Housing Commission is charged
with the responsibility of providing homes
for certain People and perhaps It is a

3537



3538I 1ASSEMBLY.)

perilous thing to expect of the commis-
sion that it shall engage in other areas:
for example, the provision of playing and
community facilities. Nevertheless, the fact
of the matter is that the activities of
the Housing Commission in the past 20
years in the electorate I represent have
created instant suburbs which the local
authority has found it almost impossible
to match with sporting and community
facilities.

Given that position, is it unreasonable to
ask the Housing Commission perhaps to
review its activities and policies?

Mr O'Neil: Those instant suburbs pay
rates to the local authorities.

Mr B. T. BURKE: Of course they do,
but the volume of complaints and the
volume of demand for facilities, both
sporting and community, depend on the
number of people who are paying rates.
The speed with which the Housing Com-
mission moves brings a tremendous num-
ber of ratepayers in a very short time
and a tremendous number of possible users
of those facilities. Because of this, the
activities of the conmnission bring a
peculiar and new note into the situation.

I know that the Minister will probably
flee to the Act under which the commis-
sion operates, and say that certain things
are outside its jurisdiction. What I am
saying is that if those things are outside
its jurisdiction, then let us look at the Act
and let us have a more all-round authority
to provide not only housing, but also those
things in addition which the people need.

Mr O'Neil- It could and does give some
assistance in social infrastructure.

Mr B. T. BURKE: The only assistance
of which I am aware is short-term bridg-
ing loans which the commission sometimes
makes available. To my mind those short-
term bridging loans convict the commission
of an offence it would try to deny, because
by granting them the commission Is ad-
mitting a need for activity in that area
and at the same time taking steps which
are insufficient and quite superficial. By
making the short-term bridging loan the
commission is agreeing that its activity is
needed, but agreeing again only to an
activity which is insufficient and super-
ficial. Let us look to the Act. Let us
restructure the commission if necessary
and play a broad, pervasive part in the
lives of the people whom the commission
houses.

Mr O'Neil-, I appreciate your sentiments,
but let me say that the commission in
this case functions not under the State
Housing Act, but under the Commonwealth
and State Housing Agreement, and it is
the agreement which lays down the fran-
chise of the commission and what it can
do with its money. So, irrespective of
what we thought of amending an Act, it
could not affect the terms and conditions
of that agreement.

Mr B. T. BURKE: If that is true, then
the day the Minister comes. to the House
and says that he has gone to a meeting
of State and Australian Ministers and put
the Proposition that the agreement should
allow this broad and pervasive Influence
by the commission, I will say that he has
done all he can do.

Mr O'Neil: I have said that it is allowed
and does so to a limited extent.

Mr B. T. BURKE: And I said that the
time the Minister puts to the State Minis-
ters and the Australian Minister the fact
that a broad and Pervasive influence Is
necessary, then I will say he has done all
he can do.

Let me now talk about the mythical
DMrrabooka centre. For many years the
Balga and Nollamara areas have been
deprived of adequate shopping facilities.
We have in Nollamara one shopping centre
and in Balga one large centre and one
medium-sized centre. It is my opinion,
and the opinion of my constituents, as
gleaned from their approaches to me, that
these centres are insufficient for the areas'
needs.

However, the light on the hill is the
Mirrabooka centre which is the brainchild
of the State Housing Commission and will
be facilitated by the actions of the Stirling
City Council in allowing and agreeing to
the easy passage of the necessary applica-
tions.

For many years the people have been
told that the Mlrrabooka centre was about
to be commenced. For many years people
have looked to the centre for relief of the
problems they are presently experiencing.

My understanding is that the centre will
be commenced in the middle of next year,
but my understanding may well be dashed
in view of past performances because it
has always seemed to be the middle of the
following year that the centre would be
commenced.

I1 would like the Minister to take some
sort of interest in this proposal because it
is very necessary and is one by which the
commission could change its face to the
people who desperately want shopping
facilities, increased leisure time facilities,
and playing and sporting areas. it is a
very important project to the people of
Nollamara and Balga and it will prove
very important to the suburbs sub-
sequently developed to the east of those
two.

Now, I am sorry the Minister for Police
has left the Chamber because I want to
touch on the Nollamara Police Station. I
will leave it until a later time in the hope
that he returns.

Let us now look to the Stirling City
Council. This has been a source of con-
stant irritation to me because many people
have so unjustly accused me of many things
as far as that council is concerned. I have
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tried to assist the council at every turn,
and on every matter it wished my assist-
ance I have always been available. I
realise that there are three tiers of govern-
ment in this State, at least temporarily
until the State Governments disappear;
and I realise also that the Stirling City
Council is the most intimate form of gov-
ernment with which the ordinary person
comes into contact. I have tried to take
an interest and have been corrected and
rebuffed at once by the cry that politics
are being introduced Into the local govern-
ment scene.

Mr Jamieson. Shame.
Mr Bryce: It never happens. Ask mem-

bers opposite.
Mr B. T. BURKE: Far be it from me to

try to introduce politics into local govern-
ment. My attitude has been solely this:
people who seek my help on any matter
cannot be expected to understand that the
area in which they seek that help is tech-
nically local government, State Govern-
ment, or Australian Government, and
while I have at once tried to educate them
as to the area in which they should most
profitably seek help, I have never refused
them my assistance and in trying to render
assistance I have been repeatedly foiled by
actions of the Stirling City Council.

For example, there was the question of
the council's administration building. I
understand it was planned to build a $1
million administration building to house
the officers who required extra working
space. I am convinced that those people
employed by the council do, in fact, require
that extra w orking space; but the storm
of criticism which blew up about my ears,
directed at the council once it had
announced its plans, could not be denied.

A group of ratepayers got together and
forced the council to hold a loan poll which
resulted in approximately 11 per cent of
ratepayers expressing their wishes, and I
understand that of the 11 per cent, 97 per
cent Opposed the council's plans; but
because the 11 per cent did not comprise
a proportion big enough under the Local
Government Act, the council was able to
ignore the wishes so forcefully expressed.

I understand that the council has now
accepted a tender somewhat In excess of
$1.26 million for a building which does not
contain the amenities or is of a size orig-
inally planned for $1 million.

How a local authority can do that sort
of thing and expect to remain in the
favour of its ratepayers is beyond my com-
prehension. it is not satisfactory accord-
Ing to those people who have contacted
me and it Is not satisfactory according to
my own observations.

I believe the Stirling City Council is far
too large. it Is certainly far too large to
allow efficient management of day-ta-day
problems which annoy and concern its
ratepayers. Because of Its size and the

number of its ratepayers, it finds it very
difficult to attend to problems within the
time necessary to satisfy the ratepayers.
This difficulty is compounded by the fact
that the vehicles owned by the Stirling
City Council are not equipped with two-
way radio as is the case in the adjacent
Wanneroo Shire. I have not heard very
many complaints from people in the Wan-
neroo Shire regarding a lack of service.

in the Stirling City Council we have
the situation where employees must return
to the council office to obtain the addresses
of people who have complained, or they
must wait at the office and attend only to
those complaints which are received before
they leave the office.

As I have said, the Stirling City Council
is too large and I believe It could be pro-
fitably split into two local authorities with
Wanineroo Road as the boundary. We could
then allow those living to the west to have
their white elephant In the form of a $1
million administration building while we
In the east could nrofitablv look after the
efficient management of our part of the
city. I hope that in the months to come
the council will take upon itself a com-
plexion which will facilitate the splitting
of its area so that we can get down to the
real work of looking after those people we
represent.

I would like now to refer to Wanneroo
Road, which is a major project and has
been in the process of being upgraded for
many months. My friend, the member for
Karrinyup, has sometimes chided me for
the part I have played-or the absence of
that part--in the upgrading of the road.
It seems the Stirling City Council, which
is building the road with the aid of State
Government money funded from the Aus-
tralian Government, is trying to have the
best of both worlds, Anyone who says
that the upgrading Is proceeding apace
and that a good Job is being done, Is told
by the Stirling City Council that the coun-
cil Is responsible for the work. However,
to anyone who criticises the project the
Stirling City Council says, "Well, we cannot
obtain Australian Government money or
State Government money, so how can we
be blamed?"

The fact of the matter Is that Wanneroo
Road is taking far too long to complete.
On some sections the council's engineers
have been responsible for laying and tear-
ing up the road two or three times. That
has occurred because the engineers failed
to take preliminary advice, and display the
Intelligence which is necessary with a pro-
ject of that size. It is a waste of rate-
payers' money to put down and then tear
up a road two or three times.

I would now like to talk about road works.
The Stirling City Council is the body re-
sponsible for upgrading various roads in
my electorate. Unfortunately, many of the
roads were constructed before the intro-
duction of the requirement that subdividers
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had to construct roads 24 feet wide, and
Provide adequate kerbing. As a result.
during the wintertime the road verges are
washed away and this causes some ratber
hazardous traffic situations. I have been
told by one councillor that the problems
will be shortlived, because at the current
rate of upgrading the Balga roads the job
will be completed in 80 years' time. I am
not Prepared to wait for 80 years, and I
do not think members in this House should
view a situation such as that with any sort
of satisfaction.

I would now like to talk about the ap-
parent inactivity by the council in the re-
moval of fire hazards caused by overgrown
vacant blocks in the area. Each summer I
receive 10 or 12 calls from people com-
plaining about overgrown shire-owned
land, and about private properties where
the council has failed to enforce firebreak
requirements. It seems the Stirling City
Council Is, ill-equipped to enable It to
handle the Problem. I suggest to the
council it should avail itself of a service
which will be offered by the Balga Apex
Club. The club intends to offer to burn
off the entire district-that is, as far as
firebreaks are concerned. I consider the
Stirling City Council could take advantage
of that offer.

I will now return to the question of
politics in local government. This is a
subject in which I am interested. I be-
lieve all shire councillors should be paid
a living wage. The time has arrived when
we can no longer expect local government
representatives to work for nothing. The
member for Karrinyup is able to tell the
House Just how much time and effort is
involved in local government work, as can
the member for Toodyay. I do not think
it is reasonable, in this day and age, that
local government representatives should
be unpaid.

I would also like to see the boundaries,
which divide local government areas into
wards, disappear. It is impossible to think
of a local authority area as a single unit
while we have representatives of different
wards competing for the money which Is
available. It seems to me that any con-
sideration for the expenditure of money
should be based upon the criterion of need,
and not upon the ability of one ward
representative to bargain or haggle with
other ward representatives. So, let us pay
our councillors, and let us abolish the
barriers which divide local government
areas Into wards.

Mr Rushton: What would the honour-
able member suggest should be the amount
paid to councllors?

Mr B. T. BURKE: An appropriate living
wage.

Mr Rushton: That would be for full-
time work?

Mr B. T. BURKE: I would expect rep-
resentatives to be full time. However, In
the same way as some members of Par-

liament are not full time, I would not
expect any legislative prohibition on people
wishing to seek election, and doing two
jobs if they are able to convince the rate-
payers along those lines.

Mr Rushton: We would lose the volun-
teers.

Mr B. T. BURKE: On the question of
Politics in local government, I am afraid
that now I might not only draw the teeth
but also the eyes of those sitting opposite.
It is unfortunate but I must proceed.

There is no doubt that local government
in this State has been used as a training
ground, and a breeding ground, for liberal-
ism.

Opposition members: Hear, hear!
Mr B. T. BURKE: There Is no doubt

people have been carefully cosseted and
prepared for a future in liberal politics as
a result of experience in local government.
However, the sun is rising and a new
day is Just around the corner. The
new day Promises the destruction of
the subtle tactics by which the Liberal
Party has Invaded local government.
I refer to last May's local government elec-
tions in the City of Stirling where we saw
the demise of the mayor.

Mr Rushton: What a contradiction, and
what a hypocrite!

Mr B. T. BURKE: It is appropriate that
the Minister for Urban Development and
Town Planning should have had his train-
ing in local government. Let me reflect
again. In last May's election we saw the
demise of the Mayor of the City of Stirl-
Ing. We saw the demise of the councillor
of the Balga ward who Proclaimed to all
at large that it was political influences
which evicted him, despite the fact that
he polled about 400 votes to the 2 100 votes
of his opponent. In the Scarborough ward
we saw the election of a Person who was
considered to be one of the reform can-
didates, and in the Inglewood ward we
saw the election of another reform candi-
date after his opponent, a sitting member,
had withdrawn from the contest.

So local government is stumbling
around the darkened corner Into the
blinding sunlight-and it is sunlight which
the Liberal Party will hardly be able to
look straight in the face. I do not think
It is politics in local government. I think
it is the Increased awareness of the rate-
payers. I think they are beginning to wake
up to the Importance of local government
and the part it Plays inl their lives. In that
situation,' those who do not do the job
and who fall short of what is expected of
them will be sacked. My only part is that
of a local member of Parliament wanting
to help People with Problems which fall
within the domain of local government.

I am glad to see the return of the MlIi-
ister for Police because there are one or
two things I would like to mention with
regard to the Nollainara Police Station.
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That police station is perhaps among the
three or four busiest In the metropolitan
area. It is staffed by two sergeants and.
I think, nine uniformed constables. The
ranking sergeant (Sergeant Peter Halo),
who happens to be the President of the
Police Union of this State-

Mr T. J. Burke: Is going to be trauns-
ferred.

Mr B. T. BURKE: -will be transferred
In two weeks, after five years of compe-
tent and devoted service, unbending loy-
alty to the force, and exceptional devotion
to duty. He Is recognised throughout the
district as an approachable person and one
to whom respect is due.

Mr T. J. Burke: He has done a good
job.

Mr B. T. BURKE: He Is respected
throughout the district as the man who
has his finger on the pulse of what is
happening and a man who can be relied
upon to solve the many problems people
experience. After five years of playing this
valuable role, the ranking sergeant at the
Nollarnara Police Station is to be transfer-
red to central.

We find his place is to be taken by a
sergeant from Busselton, and at the same
time the big majority, if not all, of those
officers working at the Nollamara Police
Station are to be transferred to other
posts. This is one of the biggest and bus-
lest police stations in the suburbs of
Perth, yet the Police Department Is show-
ing insensitivity which ill becomes it in
transferring the ranking sergeant and the
big majority of his staff. The Minister for
Police obviously realised the same thing
because he mentioned to me that he had
made inquiries about the prospect of Ser-
geant Robo staying in his Position; but as
the sergeant had already overstayed his
normal period of three years by two years,
this was not possible.

I would like to draw the Minister's at-
tention to one other point; that Is, the
house adjacent to the policemen's office
is not to be occupied by the new rank-
ing sergeant who will arrive at the station.
I believe the house is to be turned into
offices and I am wondering whether it will
become an out-station of the highway
patrol. If not, I would ask the Minister to
take steps to ensure the new sergeant
from Busselton enjoys the advantages of
living next to a very busy police station
and is perhaps provoked Into being not
just a nine-to-five policeman but an
around-the-clock policeman, which is
what the area has become used to and
what it needs.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has another six minutes.

Mr B. Tr. BURKE: Thank YOU, Mr
Speaker. I would like to turn briefly to
the State Housing Commission and draw
the Minister's attention to a matter which
is within the control of the commission.

we have in Ealga an educational complex
which comprises about 35 acres and houses
one high school, two primary schools, and
the Balga training centre which is a
school for retarded Children. I under-
stand a junior primary school Is also to
be constructed on this block of land.

Opposite the block is an area of about
100 acres bounded by Beach Road, Balga.
Avenue, Princess Road, and Redcliffe
Avenue. I have made representations to
the Minister for Education pointing out
the paucity of space available to the edu-
cational institutions for which he is re-
sponsible and asking him to make re-
presentations to the State Housing Com-
mission about the Possibility Of obtaining
some of this 100 acres, which I understand
is zoned residential. The Minister for
Education wrote back to me and said
quite bluntly he did not think the edu-
cational institutions required any more
land and he would not even raise the
matter with the Housing Commission.

Meanwhile, I have made parallel repre-
sentations to the Housing Commission
which, contrary to the advice tendered by
the Minister for Education, said an area
of 20 acres would be made available. So
while the Minister for Education might
not know what Is needed, the State Hous-
ing Commission in this instance seems to
know.

I ask the Minister to take into considera-
tion the need of very many Balga and
Nollamara organisations for land which
they can develop as permanent head-
quarters, and to look at this 100 acres
notwithstanding the tremendous amount
of money at which it is valued and not-
withstanding the cost of transferring it
from its present intended use to a com-
munity use. If we cannot have for our
community purposes the whole 100 acres,
we would like a substantial part of it.
I ask the Minister to realise that in mak-
ing this concession he would be going a
major part of the way towards humanis-
Ing the commission and making it much
more acceptable to the people who live
in the Balga, and Nollamara areas.

I would also like to mention briefly
the Northern Suburbs Tenants Associa-
tion, which was commenced by me, funnily
enough, in response to the great number
of complaints I had received from State
Housing Commission tenants. I sent a
letter through the mall to all persons who
were renting a house, a flat, a town house
unit, a triplex, a duplex, or a terrace house
from the State Housing Commission, and
asked them to complete the form at the
bottom of the letter and return It to me
if they were Interested in participating In
the Northern Suburbs Tenants Assocla'
tion. I received 100 letters in reply and
convened the meeting which launched the
association. The association has 60 or
70 members and I am Pleased to say the
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Minister has said it is a very valuable asso-
ciation. He even took the time last
Friday evening to attend a meeting of the
association to answer questions.

I believe we should start these tenants'
associations in all areas so that we can
bear down upon the iniquitous landlords
who bleed their tenants dry, overcharge
them, and take advantage of their ignor-
ance and their need for an essential of life;
that is, a roof over their heads.

This brings me almost to the conclusion
of my speech. I would like to touch very
briefly on the Balsa High School which
is staffed by perhaps the mort vigorous
and enlightened group of teachers with
whom it has been my pleasure to come into
contact. From the headmaster (Mr Paul
Lathamn) through the ranks of the house-
masters and form teachers, I am very
Pleased to say that these people are pre-
pared not only to take a 9.00 am. to 3.30
p.m. intere-t in their students, but also to
interest themselves in their students after
school hours.

The Minister for Recreation, who is not
in the House at present, might bear in
mind the activities of the Balga High
School when he considers a request for
land at Point Peron to establish a school
camp. This will be a first for Western
Australia, and I am sure the Minister will
not hesitate to grant us the land.

In the one minute remaining to me I
would like to touch upon the Mirrabooka
High School, and to thank the City of
Stirling for a recent donation of $500 to-
wards the interest repayment on the school
swimming pool. The goodhearted parents
of the children agreed to guarantee a loan
with which the school was able to build its
pool. However, the project was cursed with
rising interest rates-resulting in some
part through the obstruction of Common-
wealth policies by this State Oovernment.
I approached the City of Stirling, through
a local councillor, and I am very pleased to
say the donation was granted.

I am Proud to represent Balga, and I
hope all the people I represent will not
hesitate to approach me for my assistance
when it is needed.

MR DAVIES (Victoria Park) [3.22 a.m.):
First of all, it Is incumbent upon me to
thank the Premier for providing so much
time for us to discuss the Estimates.

Sir Charles Court: Limitless time!
Mr DAVIES: Earlier in the piece the

Premier said he hoped there would be
ample time for this debate. He said he
would try to make this time available, but
he did not say Just when this would be.Sir Charles Court: You have already had
more time than usual, of course.

Mr DAVIES: Despite the fact that we
sometimes knocked off at 8.00 p.m. because
we ran out of business here, we are still
left with plenty of time to discuss this
Binl.

Sir Charles Court: And because we ar-
ranged to do this.

Mr DAVIES: It just shows how far the
Premier is out of touch with the House. It
might have helped both sides to arrange
to finish this tonight.

Sir Charles Court: It was arranged with
Your leader.

Mr DAVIES: Without knowing how
many speakers there were, and whether
they would speak for their allotted time.

Sir Charles Court: Do) you not take any
notice of your leader?

Mr Barnett: I find that hard to believe.

Withdrawal of Remark
Sir CHARLES COURT: I ask for a with-

drawal of that remark by the member for
Rockingham.

Mr Barnett: I will withdraw it.

Sir Charles Court: You cannot get away
with mumbling around here, even at this
hour of the morning.

Debate Resumed
Mr DAVIES: Actually some of the best

interjections in the House have Proved to
be those of the Premier and his front-
benchers. On many occasions he mumbles
away so that Hansard can hear, but no-one
else can.

Sir Charles Court: Mr Speaker heard it.

Mr DAVIES: I did not hear what the
member said, and he Is right behind me.

Sir Charles Court: He said it.

Mr DAVIES: When a proof comes back
from Hansard we find in It certain inter-
jetions which were inaudible to us, but
they are recorded in Hansard. However,
we can do nothing about them by that
time.

I cannot remember an occasion that the
Revenue Estimates have been so import-
ant that the House should be kept here
all night. I feel sorry indeed for the Min-
isters, because having been a Minister, I
know how arduous the task is, and I know
that one is expected to be in one's office
early in the morning, irrespective of the
hour at which the House rises. I still do
not think we should be denied the right
to speak to the Bill, although the Premier
hoped that we would be.

Sir Charles Court: You have all the
time You like: all the time Standing Orders
Permit. Relax and carry on.

Mr DAVIES: I have 45 minutes. I can
find plenty to talk about in that 45
minutes, although some of the notes I had
made are now out of date because I have
been waiting to deliver my speech for so
long. The fact remains, we should get
through these very important Revenue
Estimates tonight and then we can be sure,
I hope, of completing our business next
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week. I am also sure that had we not con-
tinued with the Revenue Estimates to-
night, we still would have finished our
business next week. However, as the
Premier is the Leader of the House, it is
up to him to decide when we will adjourn.

Sir Charles Court: We did this by
arrangement to oblige one of your mem-
bers.

Mr DAVIES: I still cannot see the signi-
ficance of the arrangement. One does not
arrange something to go on for ever. When
we arrange something we usually say, "Let
us try to get through the Estimates." Last
night, when many of us were Prepared to
go on. and we had been told we would
get to Order of the Day No. so-and-so,
we knocked off at about 11.30 p.m. There
was no communication; the Premier just
moved to adjourn the House. It is lack
of communication of this type that we
complain about.

Sir Charles Court: We had dealt with
the business we agreed upon last night.

Mr DAVIES: But the business was
altered about four times during the night;
the line on the notice paper was going up
and down like a barber's chair.

Sir Charles Court: You want to be care-
ful because part of that was arranged to
oblige some of your people.

Mr Jamieson: But some of it was not.

Mr DAVIES: This is typical of thePremier. He cannot take criticism. He
blames everyone but himself for the fact
that things happen.

Mr Rushton: You are being totally
ridiculous.

Mr DAVIES: He can decide to adjourn
the House at any stage he likes, but he
has become rather stubborn about this.

Sir Charles Court: We have always done
it with the full knowledge of the Opposi-
tion-you ask your leader.

Ur DAVIES: Here again I1 can blame
my leader because he did not pass this
message on.

Sir Charles Court: Don't blame him.
just talk to him.

Mr DAVIES: The fact remains, when
the Premier set the deadline, how did he
know the number of members who wished
to speak to the debate? Did he make any
inquiries? Did he send his Whip around
to see how many speakers there were?
I notice that the two speakers from the
Government side quickly slipped into the
breach and the Premier stayed and
listened to what they had to say. How-
ever, when the member for Mundaring got
up to speak, the Premier disappeared for
half an hour. He is now back here again.

Sir Charles Court: We have heard it all
before.

Mr DAVIES: It is not good manners-
Sir Charles Court: You are the last one

to speak about good manners.
Mr DAVIES: -to walk out of the debate

on a Bill of which one is in charge. It Is
a Pretty Poor state of affairs when this
can happen. However, because of the late-
ness of the hour I will not make all the
comments I intended to.

Mr Stephens: If you cannot say any-
thing better than that, You can skip the
lot.

Mr DAVIES: After all the histrionics
with which the Premier went on for a
Period of weeks before the introduction of
the Budget, we thought he was going to
Pull a rabbit out of the hat. Instead of
that we saw a simple bookkeeping exercise,
There was nothing spectacular in the
Budget. The Premier will raise quite a
lot of money from the pocket of the public
of Western Australia to balance what he
thought would be his deficit.

The Premier indicated that there were
special features about the Budget which
were worrying hint Even' year I have
been in this House similar comments are
made; every Budget has its traumas.
There have been certain circumstances
every year that have caused the different
Treasurers to get up to say, "This is by
far the hardest Budget I have ever had
to cast." During the term of the previous
Government, we beard our leader say how
hard it is to cast a Budget.

The present Budget is another run-of-
the-mill one. It is a simple bookkeeping
exercise. However, I was very Pleased in-
deed to hear the Premier, at the end of
his Budget speech, praise the Treasury
officials. He did not indicate similar feel-
ings about these people prior to the State
election. Indeed, I thought he was a bit
unfair to them by intimating or implying
in his various outbursts that they were
not being quite honest. He seemed to in-
dicate they were favouring the then Gov-
ernment in their costing of his various
Promises, and he did not treat tern very
kindly at all. So it is good to see there
has been a change of heart. This is the
only time I have known the Treasurer to
change his mind, and he was kind enough
to Praise the Treasury officers. It is not
often I agree with the Treasurer, but on
this occasion I agree with the praise he
gave to the work these officers do,

However, there are a few features about
the Consolidated Revenue Fund Estimates
which do not please me very much. I
would like to echo the sentiment expressed
by the member for Mt. Hawthorn when
he spoke some weeks ago and drew atten-
tion to how difficult it is to try to follow
from the material given to us exactly
what is happening. I notice the Treasurer
drew attention to the large amount of
additional money to be spent on hospital
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and health services. When I asked for an
analysis of the money to be spent from
the hospital fund, it became quite apparent
no great leap forward is being made in
the provision of services; the extra ex-
penditure is merely to meet salary com-
mitments.

Indeed, again there is nothing new in
the Budget which would indicate to me
the Minister for Health has been able to
make good his promise to make vast Im-
provements in health, medical, and hos-
pital services. Once again, I think the
Government should be thankful for what
the Australian Government has been able
to provide, because the State Government
would not have been able to go half as
far as it has had It not been for what Is
on offer from the Australian Government.
one has only to look at the tremendous
amount of money being spent on the
provision of community health sisters. A
great number of them have been appointed
and they are doing an excellent Job; but
it is at relatively Uittle cost to the State.

Consider for example the Alcohol and
Drug Authority-about which I will have
something wore to say later-in respect
of which practically all of the proposed ex-
penditure has been provided by the Aus-
tralian Government; and having Paid for
the capital costs, that Government
will continue to pay for most of
the running costs. I think an amount
of $10 000 has been allocated in this
Budget for the Alcohol and Drug
Authority. This is another area in which
the Government should be thankful to the
Australian Government.

1 referred in another speech to dental
health. In that sphere we would not be
able to accomplish one-tenth or even one-
twentieth of what we will accomplish were
it not for money made available by the
Australian Government.

A feature of the Budget which concerns
me a little is the change in the method
of recording numbers of staff. Previously
we bad two columns, one showing the num-
ber of staff for the previous financial
year, and the other showing the number
for the current financial year. Last year
the Budget showed the staff for 1972-73
and 1973-74. This year there is only one
column headed "Staff Nos. 1/7/74". on
Thursday. the 31st October. I asked the
Treasurer what was the reason for this.
He suggested this is a better method of
truly recording the staff which exists at
Present and will exist during the present
financial year. He said-

In the previous presentation, staff
numbers shown for the preceding year
represented Persons on the pay-roll
for the last pay period of that year
while numbers for the current year
disclosed the approved establishment
of a department and, in some in-
stances, included proposed new ap-
pointments. The difference between

the numbers in each column reflected
vacant Positions and proposed new~
appointmnents.

That sounds nice, and I thought it might
be a reasonable explanation. However.
when one considers the figures of staff
numbers as at the 1st July, 1974, which
arfe quoted In the Budget, and tries to re-
late them to the number as at the last pay
Period in the previous financial year-
that is, the last pay period in June, 1974-
the numbers just do not add up. There is
no way in the wide world of comparing
what the staff was with what it is at
present.

For instance, under the Medical Depart-
ment we find as at the 1st July, 1974,
there were 94 administrative officers, etc.,
whereas last year there were 97. So we
are three down. We find in the current
year there are three hospital inspectors,
as against six last year; again we are
three down, which means a total of six
down in respect of those two items. But
when we add up the total number of staff
we find eight vacant positions are shown.
How one can make any kind of reasonable
or rational comparison based on the figures
quoted in the present Budget is quite
beyond my ken. I hope next year we go
back to the system of showing the number
of staff during the previous financial year,
and the establishment for the current fin-
ancial year so that we can make compari-
sons and work out whether or not the
Increase is being kept down to 2 per cent.

U~nder the present system not only do
the numbers not add up when compared
withi the figures contained in the previous
Budget, but it Is quite impossible to make
an accurate estimate of which positions
are vacant because the vacancies are
totalled in a lump sum. We do not know
which jobs are vacant. The eight vacant
positions to which I have referred have a
salary estimate of $70 500 against them.
We do not know whether that is for one
hospital inspector, three administrative
omlcers, and one secretary; or whether it
is for two secretaries, one hospital inspec-
tor, and one administrative officer. We
cannot make an accurate comparison of
the figures; and instead of being a help
this system can only be a hindrance to
anyone who wishes to take a real interest
in the figures-and that is what we are
here for.

I would also like to see a greater breakup
of the figures shown. I asked a question
regarding Item No. 6 in Part 13, which
relates to subsidies for public hospitals
of $84 million-odd, because I wanted to
know how that sum was made up. I found
it is broken up into seven components, less
receipts. The receipts were given. How-
ever, I had to ask a question to obtain
that breakup. Once one obtains such in-
formation one can make calculations to
ascertain whether or not we are receiving
value for our money.
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The breakup showed that the greater
proportion of the subsidy for public hos-
pitals is made up of salaries, and very little
Is put aside for furniture, plant, equip-
ment, and repairs.

Therefore, I echo the sentiment of the
member for Mt. Hawthorn when he asked
for much more Information to be provided.
I point out the present system of showing
the position of staff Is completely useless
for the purpose of comparison, and we will
be unable to ascertain whether or not the
Government Is keeping within the Increase
limit of 2 per cent. I would say in the
health and medical fields the Increase will
be greater than 2 Per cent as a result of
the establishment of the Alcohol and Drug
Authority and the appointment of health
sisters; but all this will be paid for by the
Commonwealth.

We have yet to find out the breakup of
the amount of $50 000 for the training of
medical students at the St. John of God
Hospital, Subiaco. It Is simply shown as
a lump sum. I asked a Question some
time ago regarding what arrangements
had been made, and despite the fact that
various announcements had been made,
and the Treasurer as far back as last May
attended a meeting at the St. John of God
Hospital, I was unable to obtain any clear
indication of just how this money will be
spent.

I asked on the 9th October whether he
had any details and I was told that no
firm details had yet been determined, as
discussions were still taking place. There
are still plenty of questions to be asked In
regard to the training of doctors at St.
John of God Hospital. I mentioned earl-
ier that I had been pursuing this matter
for some time but had not been able to
reach a final answer. I think the use of
the hospital is arguable, but I do not pro-
pose to argue about It; I believe It will
provide a valuable alternative to the pres-
ent teaching hospitals.

However, some questions have yet to be
answered. When will they be answered?
For instance, we want to know what is to
be the cost to the Government of its bed
subsidy. I was told in the middle of Sep-
tember that this had not been determined.
It is time It was determined. What are
they doing? How many students are they
going to take In? Why has the Govern-
ment allocated $50 000? How is It going
to spend it? What is the bed subsidy go-
Ing to be? None of these questions has been
answered, yet we are nearly to the start
of the next academic year. Surely it is
time we knew what is proposed in regard
to this change.

H owever, like so many other things,
such as the traffic authority and the
changes In education of which we spoke
tonight, these things were simply good
election attractions and the Government Is
now compelled to do something in regard
to the promiAses It made. However, the
proposals have been poorly thought out

and the only People to suffer will be the
people who have to meet the bill and con-
duct the training.

We have heard plenty about inflation; I
do not propose to discuss this matter to-
night. However, we heard someone quot-
Ing Professor Vickers' remarks about bow
Australia had got itself Into the present
mess. I am sure the other nations of the
world would be delighted to have the bene-
fit of his knowledge. Most members would
have read recent issues of Time magazine
which indicate that the problems manifest
In this State and In Australia generally
are far more serious in other countries. I
would think that the report on the Italian
economy was enough to frighten anybody.

However, if members opposite want to
quote professors I could refer them to
Professor Swann, of the Australian Nat-
ional University, who spoke on the ABC
programme "AM" some weeks ago.

He said had it not been for the policies
of the Whitlam Government, Inflation
in Australia would be 10 Per cent higher
than it is now.

We wonder, too, whether the retailers
are Playing the game in regard to prices.
I am sure many of us have heard of stores
which mark up the Price of goods already
on the shelf. For instance, I have seen a
lad in a grocery shop pulling down tins
of soup from the shelf, rubbing out the
price, substituting the increased Price and
replacing the Stock on the shelves. As a
matter of fact, I managed to beat him to
the last tin of soup, and got it 2c cheaper.
This Probably is going on in many stores;
indeed. If members wander through any
store, they can see evidence of price In-
creases being effected on goods already
on the shelves.

One thing the present situation probably
is doing is shaking out some of the not
so secure companies; possibly, this will
make the market a lot more solid for those
who remain and perhaps for the people
employed by those concerns.

I Was Sorry that the reaction of the
Government towards the question asked in
relation to Landall Holdings was so violent.
I believe the Government precipitated half
the trouble in which Landall found itself
by reacting the Way it did. Not only did
the Minister for Labour and Industry
react in a most unnecessarily violent man-
ner on several occasions when be was
asked a perfectly genuine question by a
new member of the House who thought
Quite honestly he was doing the right
thing, but also he conned another
new member into moving a motion relat-
ing to the disclosure of public Information,
thereby bringing the whole matter to light
again, and giving the newspapers a hey-
day.

The Minister gave the Press column
after column of damaging material relat-
Ing to the LandaUl company. It was very
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bad tfctics on the part of the Govern-
ment, and I cannot understand the Pre-
inter allowing the Minister for Labour and
Industry to do such a thing. The Minis-
ter was not really interested in the situa-
tion; he was merely trying to make a
fool of the member for Ascot. However.
what actually happened hurt Landall far
more than the question asked by the mem-
ber for Rockingham could ever have hurt
the company. The position In which the
Company now finds itself can be laid fairly
and squarely at the door of the Govern-
ment.

Mr Shalders: Rubbish!
Mr DAVIES: It is not rubbish; it is a

fact; the honourable member will find this
out in time. If the Minister would like
to appoint a Royal Commission to investi-
gate the supposed leakage of Government
information, we would be delighted to
Support him. In fact, I hope he will so
move.

I refer now to 'the Alcohol and Drug
Authority. I applauded the establishment
of this authority when the legislation was
before the Rouse: I said I hoped many
of the recommendations of the Honorary
Royal Commission would be carried out.
However, I issued a warning when I said
I hoped there would be no political perks
or appointments to this authority. I was
speaking then of the composition of the
board.

From memory, the Honorary Royal Com-
mission proposed a board consisting of aL
chairman, a legal officer, a medical officer
and an administrative officer. I may be
one out, but that was roughly the recom-
mended composition of the board. I did
not press for any particular composition
of the board except to suggest that perhaps
a person who had been an alcoholic and
was now on the straight and narrow could
be a very valuable addition to the board.
However, my suggestion was pooh-poohed,
despite the fact that I had received many
favourable representations on this matter.

I assumed we would obtain the services
of some very capable, knowledgeable and
responsible men to make up the board.
However, I was alarmed and shocked to
find that the Government appointed one
of its own members, the Hon. R. J. L. Wil-
liams, as chairman of the board. Secondly
Councillor Laurie Turnbull was appointed
to the board; thirdly, the Government ap-
pointed Dr Farrelly, a psychiatrist with
the mental Health Services; and, lastly,
it appointed Dr Newnham who, of all
things, Is a venereologist.

I do not want anyone to think I am
attacking these people as persons; I am
not; I am attacking them for their quai-
fications. Surely we could have done
better than that. Is it fight that a man
who is actively associated with politics
should be the head of an alcohol and drug
board? If I were a secret alcoholic, would

I want anything to do with the centre,
knowing that a Government supporter was
a member of the board? Of course I
would not! It is morally wrong to make
a Political appointment such as this. What
expertise does Mr Williams have to act
as chairman? Admittedly, he was chair-
man of the Honorary Royal Commission
which investigated the problem of drug
and alcohol abuse.

If his term as chairman of the Honor-
ary Royal Commission qualifies him to be
chairman of the board, we should also
have the other two members of the Hon-
orary Royal Commission, Miss Lyla Elliott
and Mr Tom Perry, serving on the board.
Surely it would have been simpler for the
Government to say that because of the
knowledge gained during the inquiry,
these people are qualified to be members
of the board, I am not attacking Mr
Williams as a person, but I want to know
what are his qualifications to be at the
head of this very important board.

I should also like to know what qualifi-
cations Councillor Laurie Turnbull has to
be on the board. These qualifications have
never been announced. A newspaper
article declared on the passing of the leg-
islation that this was a great day;, I be-
lieved it was a great day until I saw who
was on the board.

Councillor Turnbull, I believe, did not
give any evidence before the Royal Com-
mission. I do not know where he has ac-
quired his knowledge-if he has any par-
ticular knowledge-about drugs and al-
cohol. I would expect, of course, that this
would have been explained to the public.
Hlere again, I do not know what his pol-
itics are, but I am not interested mn his
politics. I know what the politics of the
chairnan of the board are and that is
bad enough. However there was no ex-
planation as to why Coundillor Turnbull
was appointed as a member of this board
or what his qualifications are. I cannot
attack him as a person, but I want to
know what his qualifications are.

Another member of the board is a, psy-
chiatrist, Dr Farrelly. To appoint a senior
psychiatrist attached to the department as
a member of this board could bring forth
the comment that this hoard is not com-
pletely separate from the Mental Health
Services. I understood that the board was
to be a completely separate authority. Yet
the Government is taking a Psychiatrist
from the Mental Health Services and ap-
pointing him as a member of this board.
Surely we are badly in need of qualified
psychiatrists at the moment and we could
have left him with the department and
found someone in private practice to be
appointed as a board member.

The last member of the board is Dr
Newnham. He was in private practice for
many years, and I appointed him as head
of the special clinic. I think that is what
they call It. This is the clinic that treats
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venereal disease. This man is a real expert
on this subject. Probably he would be one
of the leading men treating this partic-
ular disease. He is performing excellent
work, but at the moment he is being
worked to death. I know that the present
Minister for Health would like to appoint
another venereologist, but there are not
sufficient funds available.

Dr Newnham, who already knows the
extent of venereal disease In Western
Australia has placed this State in a posi-
tion of having a better record than any
other State in regard to the treatment of
this disease. I believe that this is the
reason that the Western Australian
records relating to this disease look so
bad. We have done a better job of sur-
veying the situation in regard to venereal
disease than any other State. This man
has social workers out in the field and
other people tracking down those who
have contracted the disease. He is over-
worked and needs more assistance. He
has tremendous expertise in this field, so
the Government has appointed him as a
member of this board. I think his services
can be used to greater advantage In the
field of venereal disease.

I have a question on the notice paper
relating to venereal disease, and based on
information given at a lecture it claims
that during the coming year 10 per cent of
high school students will contract some
form of venereal disease. is this likely to be
true, or is it sensationalism? If it is likely
to be true, it is a matter of great concern.
More venereologists need to be appointed
and we do not want to see those who are
already appointed given other duties. So
I am strongly opposed to the composition
of this board. it is time the Government
treated this problem seriously and made
certain it will obtain the best possible
people who are able to carry out this work
so that they may do it well.

One other matter that has given me
cause for concern Is the arrangements
made for the treatment of arteriosclerosis
by oxygen therapy. Earlier this year a
man named Mr Harry Cohen drew atten-
tion to what he claimed was almost a
miraculous cure that had been found
for this complaint. His wife had received
treatment from Dr Moeller in Kassel, Ger-
many. His wife was flown to Germany to
see Dr Moeller after an appointment had
been made with him. Mr Cohen told me
his wife had to be taken to the aircraft In
a wheelchair and at each stop she was
taken from the aircraft in a wheelchair
because she could not even walk ball a
dozen steps. Although Dr Moeller's clinic
was only a short distance down the road
from where she was staying in Kassel, she
took something like an hour to cover this
distance because she had to stop frequently
to regain her breath and apparently her
circulation.

I believe that arteriosclerosis in its vari-
ous forms is the hardening of the arteries.
I do not profess to be a medical authority
but perhaps the member for Subtaco will
be able to assist me in this regard. After
six weeks of treatment by Dr Moeller Mrs
Cohen went climbing a mountain near the
town, on many occasions going ahead of
her husband and beating him to the top.
She brought news of this cure back to
Western Australia with her. Some mention
of it had been made previously through
the medium of medical journals through-
out Australia.

Under Instructions from the Premier we
sought to find a man to visit Germany to
study this new treatment, but a leading
vascular surgeon at that time was going to
attend an international symposium on
arteriosclerosis in Berlin, and he volun-
teered to go on to Kassel. In my question
I asked how this man had been sent to
Germany In preference to anyone else, but
I found that he was not sent, but went.
there of his own accord as far as I was
concerned. He went on the condition that
any expenses incurred by him would be
met by the Government. I do not know
whether he subsequently submitted an ac-
count for those expenses and was paid.

However, when he returned to Western
Australia he forwarded the following letter
to me-

Dear Sir,
Preliminary Comments on the place

of Intra-Arterial Oxygen Therapy
in Western Australia

I am unable to offer simple, short
advice on this subject as I feel strongly
that It must be considered in relation
to an understanding of atherosclero-
sis and its complications, and the
effective and firmly based measures at
present available in this State.

It is my opinion that no patient
need travel from Australia to Kassel
for intra-arterial oxygen therapy.

Dr. Moller, whom I believe to be
sincere. practises medicine In a man-
ner not uncommon in European coun-
tries and as was probably practised
elsewhere in the world a quarter of a
century ago. His assessment of his
Patients is clinically based and he is
empirical in his evaluation of results,
for which he has been criticized in
scientific circles. He uses orthodox
measures to which he then adds the
use of intra-arterlal oxygen therapy
by means of a machine, invented by
himself, which appears simple of de-
sign but incorporates certain safe-
guards, which he has, no doubt, de-
veloped with experience. The tech-
nique is simple and may be readily
used In Western Australia.

It is recommended that intra-
arterial oxygen therapy be made avail-
able to Patients in Western Australia
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under conditions of strict supervision
and control, and that the Vascular
Service at the Royal Perth Hospital
and the Perth Medical Centre estab-
ish the equipment necessary to make
the therapy available and to carry out
further investigation as to Its Indica-
tions and efficacy.

It is suggested that this therapy
should not be publicized as a Maj .or
advance in the management of athero-
sclerosis, as it is neither new or of
proven worth. It should be used as an
ancillary aid to measures already
available and attention given to the
expansion of the Vascular Service as a
whole.

The Commissioner of Public Health
has made available to me Previous re-
ports from gentlemen who have In-
vestigated this therapy and have made
visits to Kassel and I am at present
studying them in some detail, A report
covering the present recommended
future management of atherosclerosis
in Western Australia is being prepared.

That letter was signed by a leading vascu-
lar surgeon In Western Australia who
visited Dr Moeller.

Although we noted the caution that was
registered in the letter we thought it was
worth while getting a machine to Western
Australia. I was instructed by the then
Premier to go ahead and make the neces-
sary arrangements. I think it was to cost
in the region of $1 000. It is quite a
simple machine, and the picture I am hold-
ing up depicts the machine. It is unfortu-
nate the picture cannot be recorded in
Hansard.

That was before the change of Govern-
ment. On the 11th June a news release
by the Minister for Health indicated that
he hoped the equipment would arrive in
June. He went on to say that a senior
vascular surgeon was recently sent from
Western Australia to Germany, etc. He
fell for the same trap that I fell for. We
asked him to call on Dr Moeller.

Any member who wants to know the in-
cidence of arteriosclerosis and the fatality
rate will find it In the answers to some
questions I asked earlier In the session.
Many people who suffer from the disease
were given some hope that the treatment,
whilst not new, would soon be available in
Western Australia.

The SPEAKCER: The honourable mem-
ber has five more minutes.

Mr DAVIES: In The Sunday Times of
the 16th June there was an article which
Indicated that a German method for treat-
ing arteriosclerosis would be available in
Perth soon, and It mentioned the fact that
it had already scored some outstanding
successes. I know it has. I know what
happened to Mrs Cohen and several other
people, Including two doctors from Western
Australia. who ventured to Germany to

obtain the treatment because It was not
available in Western Australia. I want
to know why It is not available here. The
machine was ordered before the change of
Government. It was aid to be close on
hand in June last.

In September I asked some questions in
the House and I got what I considered to
be run-around repies. Part of one reply
I received was as follows--

The work of the research pro-
gramme Is being carried out by a team
of doctors who include salaried re-
search specialists and visiting vascular
surgeons. Each contributes to the total
programme in his own Particular field
of expertise in addition to carrying
out his other responsibilities.

In effect we have the machine in this
State, but not very much has been done
about its use to provide treatment. The
reply I have just read out was in answer
to a question on the 10th September.

I waited about a month to see what
progress was being made before I asked
another question on the 17th October to
which I got the following reply-

Progress in the developmental work
necessary to establish the levels of
performance and safety in use of the
machine acquired by the Government
from Dr. Moeller is continuing. Lists
are also being prepared of patients
who may be suitable for Inclusion In
the controlled clinical trial which will
be undertaken at the conclusion of the
developmental work.

As I understand the position, the clinical
trials have made little progress, and no-
one has yet been treated although there
are literally hundreds of people anxiously
waiting to receive treatment.

If the machine Is able to Provide effec-
tive treatment, and a leading vascular
surgeon believes it can, then it should be
used to Provide treatment. There are
people walking around Perth doing their
shopping and carrying on their normal
business who, before they visited Germany
to receive this treatment, could not walk
more than a few steps. If that Is not
proof enough, what further proof is res-
quired? When will we see some action?

The machine will be worn out before it
is Put into use. What Is the reason for
the delay? Why cannot we get on with
the Job? Why Is there a need to have a
machine which arrived in June lying idle
for four or five months, and not being put
Into operation? Who is responsible for the
delay in Its use?

Mr Moiler: It must be the Australian
Government!

Mr DAVIES: It is a wonder that mem-
bers opposite have not said that. The
Government agreed to obtain the machine
and give It a trial. We have had It In the
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State since June and all kinds of People
have worked on it: yet no-one hag beenI
treated on it.

Only a couple of days ago a request was
passed on to me by someone who is suffer-
ing from this disease. He is anxious to
try out the machine and become a guinea
pig; he is prepared to do that so as to
rid him of the fear of amputation. I am
sure many other members have been
similarly approached.

It is time that the machine was put
into use. More Importantly, it is time we
sent people, preferably German-speaking
people, to Germany to see flr Moeller at
Kassel to find out what he can suggest,
to learn about his treatment, and to bring
the knowledge back to Western Australia.

What is happening makes a mockery of
the news releases by the Minister for
Health, and a cruel mockery of people
who as a result of those news releases
have been looking forward to obtaining
relief to their affliction from the machine.

I regret that my time has almost run
out. I have not been through even hal
of the matters I wished to raise. The
reason for my speaking to this matter is
that I hope some action will be taken to
apply this form of therapy in Western
Australia. The other matters I will leave
over until the votes in the Estimates are
dealt with.

MR JAMIESON (Welshpool) (4.06 am.]:
I could possibly speak for some time at
this late hour in dealing with matters I
wish to raise, but my popularity with
members who support the Government is
not the best at any time. I Imagine my
popularity would plumb to greater depths
if I spoke at great length.

However, I would like to take a little
time to deal with something which I learnt
to appreciate in my journeys. I refer to
the question of inflation. There is no cure-
all, despite the fact that suggestions have
been made by members in this place, In-
cluding the Treasurer, that inflation can
be overcome.

The Treasurer has chided me for saying
this: I have often said that inflation had
to run its full course, and If we tried to
Interfere with it we would create other
problems. All over the world-whether It
be in Italy, Britain, or the USA-inflation
Is as severe, If not more severe, as It Is in
Australia. The quantum of unemploy-
ment In those countries is much higher
than It Is here. For Instance, the rate of
Inflation in Washington DC is higher than
It Is In Western Australia.

In the recent elections in the USA that
was one of the contentious matters, but
neither the Republicans nor the Democrats
dared to come out and say they could cure
inflation. I told the people In that country
that we had two persons In Australia who
could cure Inflation. They said those
were the kinds of "guys" they would like in

their country. When I mentioned who
those two Persons were, they said they also
had such people in their legislative bodies
but those people were not able to cure In-
flation. I was referring to the Premier
and to the Leader of the Federal Opposit-
ion, because they are always claiming that
they can do a great deal to cure inflation.

The fact Is they cannot, and no useful
purpose would be served by their trying to
cure It. It would be like King Canute try-
ing to turn back the waves. Once a serious
economic movement starts in the world it
cannot be stopped until Its tempo has
slowed down.

In the last few years we found this not
to be unusual. The emerging countries of
the world have suffered a tremendous de-
gree of Inflation. The Premier will know
the position in Brazil, because he was there
some years ago. In that country infl-
tion was running at the rate of 130 per
cent Per annum, but now It is down to
about 30 per cent. The Brazilians think
this rate of inflation is acceptable. The rate
of inflation has been reduced, because that
country has increased its trade with the
rest of the world.

The same thing can happen in Auis-
tralia. Until we can achieve stability be-
tween the Japanese and the American
monetary systems, and our own, we will
not overcome the problem. The bank-
ers, the financial experts, and the bachel-
ors of economics can talk all they like;
the solution finally comes back to the cold
hard facts which were apparent some years
ago when there was a general recession
and a lack of capital. We suffered because
this was a developing State.

There was unemployment then; it was
not inflation worrying us, but was some
form of deflation. We must Put up with
certain pressures and try to make 1provi-
Mtona to employ those People who find
themselves unfortunately out of work. It
is those who can least look after them-
selves who seem to go out in the first in-
stance. I know we always have unemploy-
ables. No-one will deny that because they
are a part of nature's scheme of things,
as is evidenced in the lYeehive. The bee
community has its drones and there must
be drones in our community. But we must
try to keep down the number of unem-
ployables.

When the economy is really buoyant,
the unemployables are kept in some form
of work because there Is no-one else to
put in those cogs in the wheels. However.
at other times this is not possible and so
it is the unemployables with whom we
must cope.

I would now like to refer to a subject
raised by the member for Gascoyne, be-
cause it Is something about which I
happen to know a great deal. If the mem-
ber for Gascoyne had not raised it in the
first Place. I would not now be referring
to It.
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The present Government will have to
accept afl responsibility in respect of the
reverse osmosis plant because I visited
the north, not just a few weeks before the
election, but in July or September of Iast
year, in company with the member for
Victoria Park. I have been to Denham
once in my life and it was on that occasion
when we went in a chartered aircraft.

After studying the situation there and
talking to some of the councillors, I agreed
to take up the matter of the provision of
a better water supply for the people of
Denham. As a matter of fact we made
special arrangements for them last year. I
do not know whether the honourable mem-
ber is aware of the fact, but when the
valuations for water were increased, we
did not apply them to Denham. Because
of the quality of the water in Denham the
residents had a special dispensation which
no other town in the State received.

When I returned to Perth I considered
the possibility of supplying a reverse
osmosis plant for Denham. I studied the
experiments in evidence then at Wembley
and those concerned convinced me that
they had sufficient knowledge and were
then far enough advanced In their experi-
ments to try the reverse osmosis plant in a
town. I asked them whether they could
include it in this year's financial structure
and they assured me they could. However.
of course, Governments come and go and
the water supply at Denham is still very
saine.

Mr Laurance: The report was completed
in May of this year.

Mr JAMIESON: It may have been, but
before I left office I-

Mr Laurance: You said it would go in
when the report was finished, and that
was not finished until May.

Mr JAMIESON: Yes: but they were far
enough ahead. They may have had to ob-
tain a local report on the availability of
saline water with a content suitable for
the reverse osmosis plant. However, the
facts were that the discussions between
the Director of Engineering, the under-
secretary and myself had taken place and
there was a clear understanding on the
matter. If the member for Gascoyne does
not consider that what I am saying Is
right all he has to do is ask the Minister
to lay all the relevant papers on the Table
of the House and he will see that what I
said occurred is exactly what did occur.
it was to go in this year and there was
to be an appropriation for It.

Mr Laurance, We will never know that,
will we?

Mr JAMIESON: The honourable member
has only to ask the Minister to lay the
papers on the Table of the House.

Mr Laurance: You said You would give
it a field try. How could it be appropriate
then? You canot prove It.

Mr JAMIESON: The honourable mem-
ber has only to ask the Minister to lay
the papers on the Table of the House and
he will see for himself. He probably will
not hide it from the honourable member.
Obviously he had to cut something from
the Budget and this item probably met
the blue Pencil. Undoubtedly the Minister
would agree to the tabling of the Mie be-
cause he would not want to hide a thing
like this. I wanted to be sure the honour-
able member clearly understood the
position.

I now wish to say a few words about the
way the Premier handles questions. If
he can, he is always happy to get bold of
the cat-o'-nine-tails to flog someone n-
mercifully and unnecessarily. Yesterday
I asked a question because I had some
knowledge of what had transpired during
my own administration when certain fa-
cilities had been made available to the
America's Cup syndicate. I asked-

(1.) What was the estimated cost to
the Government of Western Aus-
tralia for concessions granted to
the Bond syndicate in its prep-
aration for and the conducting of
the America's Cup challenge?

(2) What concessions were ranted
by the-
(a) Femantle Port Authority;
(b) Harbour and Light Depart-

ment:
(c) Harbour and Rivers Depart-

ment:
(d) any other Government de-

partments?
Because the Premier Is always so expert
on figures and so keen to have everything
exact. I thought he may have himself
called for some information on the subject.
However, this was not to be and he re-
plied as follows--

(1) and (2) I understand that limited
assistance was given to the syndi-
cate by way of the use of certain
Government facilities, but no di-
rect expenditure was incurred.

Pair enough. The third question I asked-
and I hope he will listen to me because he
certainly did not read the question-was--

(3) Has there been any expenditure
since the challenge made by the
Government in connection with
this project?

He said, "No". I happen to know that a
certain function had taken place the ex-
penditure for which, under normal cir-
cumnstances, would have been met by the
Treasury; and so it should be. I have never
argued about this. When we were in Gov-
ernment we entertained a number of sport-
Ing organisations. which had had some
success. The Sheffield Shield team is one
instance. These luncheons were quite jus-
tified and I never questioned the expen-
diture at any stage.
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However, on this occasion I got a stinger
of a reply to my question which was as
follows-

While not wishing to be over pedan-
tic, I would ask him to study the an-
swer to question 45 (3) on today's
notice paper, because it could not pos-
sibly be correct even if it applied only
in respect of the cost of a recent
Cabinet luncheon.

I certainly was not indicating that I
objected to the Cabinet luncheon in any
way. Instead of merely saying that there
had been no other expenditure he came
back with this rejoinder-

I just cannot imagine the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition would be so
mean as to relate that to any assist-
ance given by the Government, but if
it will help the honourable member's
conscience and assist him to sleep
better at night, I will inform him that
that was a personal luncheon for
which I myself paid.

It now says 'will pay', but in respect of
that I am not arguing.

Of course then he got my dander up
and I said-

I am glad to hear it.
But how petty can a person get? He
then went on to reveal the vicious streak
in his makeup. To clear the matter up
he need merely have said-

No; the answer is quite correct. That
was a luncheon put on by myself.

But no, that did not do him at all. The
Treasurer apparently wanted to go further
and he said-

I hope that satisfies the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition, but I think
it was a very mean attitude on his
part, even if I had not paid for the
luncheon. I am now sorry I asked the
Opposition to the luncheon.

If that is to be the attitude of the Trea-
surer I will have something more to say
when the Opposition is invited to attend
luncheons, and when the Treasurer is to
pay for them. We do not want to be
obliged to the Treasurer. It has always
been procedure for a. representative of the
Opposition to attend Cabinet luncheons.

Sir Charles Court: That is correct.
Mr JAMIESON: That is what we expect,

but we do not want the Treasurer to pay.
Sir Charles Court: There was a special

reason for treating it as a private expense.Otherwise, there would have been two
similar functions in the one year.

Mr JAMIESON: If the Treasurer had
said that it would have been all right, but
he wanted to belt back.

Sir Charles Court: The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition was trying to have a cut at
Bond.

Mr JAMflSON: If I wanted to have a
cut at Bond I would have said a lot wore.
He certainly left us with a tad name in
America. in that country he is regarded
in the same light as is Frank Sinatra.
They are both referred to as being rude
and rich. Bond did not do us any good at
all in America. People with big mouths
have to produce results. Cassius Clay is
able to fight, and come back with results.
Sone people are not thought very much
of, particularly by the Americans. The
point is Bond chose to enter a bigger league
than he could possibly handle. However,
that is his business and I do not object to
what he did.

The purpose of my Question was to find
out if there had been an accounting of
expenses. There had been some accounting
done. It appeared as though an item had
been overlooked, and I mentioned it, as I
have often done previously. I think it was
the Treasurer who, some time ago, refer-
red me to question 29, but he did not men-
tion the date. I quickly asked him to have
another look at the question and he sent
the correction across to me, which was
right and proper.

I can recall that on many occasions,
when I was on that side of the House,
if I happened to miss crossing a "t" or
dotting an "i" I was immediately prevailed
upon, by way of question without notice,
to indicate why a question was not prop-
erly answered. The Treasurer cannot have
it all one way. If he is to adopt the tactic
of flying at people at every opportunity
be will receive some reaction. It was a
despicable move on his part, and I hope
it will not occur again.

MR T. J. BURKE (Perth) [4.24 am.]:
At this late hour I do not intend to speak
at length.* Perhaps I should introduce
legislation to limit the entry of members
of Parliament into my electorate! As the
Perth electorate is the prime electorate in
Western Australia I feel I should make
some comments on it. People living in the
electorate of Perth have many advantages,
not the least of which would be their par-
liamentary representative. However, they
also face many disadvantages.

Mr May: The member for Perth sounds
like Billy Snedden!

Mr T. J. BURKE: Associated with the
advantage of living in close proximity to
the city, we have the disadvantage associ-
ated with the development occurring
within the electorate. I refer particularly
to the Mitchell Freeway which, I believe,
has been placed in the wrong position. I
will never understand why a bypass road
should pass through the centre of a city.
It is causing problems to many people.

It was interesting to note that the Min-
ister for Police recently said he felt that
the compensation which the Governent
was obliged to pay to those people whose
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houses and businesses had to be resumed
should be an amount in excess of the
actual market value. in tact, at every op-
portunity I get I will fight in an attempt
to see that people do, in fact, receive
compensation In excess of the replacement
value of their homes.

They should receive sufficient compensa-
tion in order to purchase premises of
equal size and equal value.

Another disadvantage suffered by the
people living in the Perth electorate is the
noise associated with the development. The
Treasurer will recall that only recently
someone complained about the Public
Works Department still operating mach-
inery at about two o'clock in the morning.
That has been occurring in the Perth el-
ectorate for about 10 years, and it is
causing some real problems. We Should
show some concern for our electors, and
action should be taken to ensure that work
does not commence before a reasonable
hour, and that it finishes at a reasonable
hour so that people can enjoy a normal
home life.

Mr T. D2. Evans: Does the member for
Perth consider that those restrictions
should apply to us, too?

Mr T. J. BURKE: I feel they should,
and any move in that direction would have
my support.

Mr Davies: floes it apply to late night
shopping?

Mr T. J. BURKE: Possibly so.
Mr T.L D. Evans: What about early

mornings?
Mr T. J. BURKE: I Will try to arrange

for the member for Victoria Park to sign
the petition put forward by Walsh's!

Mr Davies: No chance.
Mr T. J. BURKE: Another problem

which concerns my electors Is the volume
of traffi bringing people to work in the
inner city, and the noise associated with
that traffic. Of course, there is also the
problem of exhaust fumes. I understand
that in the inner city the concentration
of exhaust fumes is five or six times that
of the concentration in any other part of
the metropolitan area. I do not consider
that my electors should have to put up
with that situation. I asked the Minister
for Transport whether bus exhaust emis-
sions were monitored, and he said they
were not.

Mr B. T. Burke: Shame.
Mr T. J. BURKE: The Government

should insist that the exhaust emissions
of all vehicles, including Government
vehicles, entering the business area should
be monitored. The other aspect of trans-
port, of course, Is the noise which occurs
during all hours of the day and night.
When a 24-hour concrete pour is made on
a building Site the trucks involved cause
quite a disturbance which I feel my con-

stituents should not have to endure. An
Act to control community noise was pro-
claimed recently. The former Government
was responsible for that legislation. How-
ever. I can recall that since 1969 1 have
sought the co-operation of Governments of
both colours to control noise.

I suggest the control of exhaust emis-
sions should be taken seriously and I ask,
In the Interests of the people I represent,
that the present Government co-operate
on this aspect.

I was very Interested to hear the mem-
ber for Balga commenting on the State
Housing Commission. His remarks promp-
ted me to examine my housing file and I
find I have, at present, 47 active housing
problems. I considered going through them
all. Howeveir, I will draw attention to
just three or four.

Mr B. T. Burke: Do not hold back.
Mr T. J. BURKE: I feel that by giving

a cross-section of the problems which con-
front me, perhaps the necessity will be
seen for the inquiry that the member for
Ealga has suggested.

I have the case of Mrs Beckett which
was first drawn to the attention of the
Housing Commission on the 3rd May. She
is a widow with a couple of children and
is Paying $25 a week in rent. On the 29th
May I called back to the parliamentary
liaison officer and asked him to advise
progress. When no progress had been ad-
vised on the 18th June I rang again and
asked him to advise Progress. On the lt
August I rang again and asked what was
going on. On the 12th August and the 3rd
October I rang again. I then had a letter
from the lady complaining about my in-
action and asking what was being done.

Mr B. T. Burke: How much income does
she have?

Mr T. J. BURKE: She is on a widow's
Pension or something like that. I rang
the parliamentary liaison officer again
on the 11th October. On the 13th Nov-
ember I received a letter to advise that
Mrs Beckett had been approved under the
commission's emergency criteria, obviously
on the grounds put forward on the 3rd
May. The conditions and circumstances
had not changed between the 3rd May and
the 13th November. This is asinine and
ridiculous. The situation obviously is that
the commission's officers are not even
reading the files.

The next case concerned Mrs West. I
took up her case In April and was advised
in witing that her turn had been reached
for allocation in the Wandana, complex
and that she would be eligible for a two-
bedroomed fiat because her aged mother
was living with her. The final paragraph
of the letter reads-

This application Is however under
continual surveillance and Mrs West's
request will be satisfied at the earliest
opportunity.
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I will not weary the House with the num-
ber of letters I wrote to the Housing Com-
mission and to Mrs West, but I received
one from Mrs West advising that In
Europe people had to look after their
mothers and she did not mind if she had
a one-bedroomed flat as long as she could
look after her mother. I sent that on to
the Housing Commission. On the 29th of
October I1 received a letter from the State
Housing Commission confirming that Mrs
West would be made an early offer of a
fiat at Wandana in Sublaco.

Mr Davies: I had a case of a family
man living in the same State Housing
Commission home as his mother. She quit
and he was told to leave. Finally he was
given notice to quit. He then became an
"emergency ease" and was allowed to stay
in the house.

Mr T. J. BURKE: I thank the member
for Victoria Park for his support of the
call for an inquiry.

On the 30th July I received a letter
from a Mr De Silva who has eight children.
The condition of his State Housing Com-
mission house left much to be desired, The
kitchen sink was blocked and the water
and contents were flooding 1 k Into the
back yard; there were leaks in the roof in
the kitchen, sleepout, and bedroom; the
hot water system was rusted: and it goes
on.

Mr De Silva pointed out that he had
already approached the Housing Commis-
Sion requesting that action be taken to
renovate his house. I contacted the com-
mission and suggested it take action to
make the house livable with eight children.
I later checked with the Housing Commis-
sion and found no action was being taken,
so on the 11th October I wrote to the
acting general manager advising him that
on the 12th August I had approached the
parliamentary liaison officer indicating that
Mr De Silva had been in contact prior to
that, advising that the house was In poor
repair, and asking that It be given Imme-
diate attention.

Mr B. T. Burke: It deserved it all right.

Mr T. J. BURKE: I received an interim
reply on the 16th October saying the corn-
mission was looking into it and I would
be advised shortly. On the 14th November
I received a letter advising that it was
an MRPA property, that a schedule of the
work necessary had been sent to that de-
partment on the 25th October. which was
three months after Mr De Bilva first nrote
to me, and that It was necessary to obtain
permission from the MEPA before the
work could go ahead. I then wrote to
Mr McKenna again reminding him I had
approached him in August and that he
had been approached prior to that by the
gentleman concerned, and pointing out

again that Mr De Silva had eight children
and I hoped he would get some action
before Christmas.

The next case Involves Mr Paren who Is
a very unwell man.

Mr B . T. Burke: What Is the matter
with him?

Mr T2 J. BURKE: I have here two
medical certificates. He is suffering from
asthmas, bronchitis, disc discard of spine,
cardiac enlargement, post-fracture of the
left leg, prostatic disorder--a whole series
of problems.

Mr B. T. Burke: Where did he discard
his spine?

Mr T. J. BURKE: Mr Pareu approached
me because the house he had been allo-
cated by the State Housing Commission
had a wood-fired hot-water system and
stove. On the 20th September I forwarded
the medical certificates to the commission
because I felt there was Justification for
asking the commission to have an electric
stove and hot-water system installed. I
was very pleased to receive aL reply on the
29th October advising that the application
for a hot-water system had been ap-
proved. Shortly Mr Pareu will not have
to chop wood for his hot-water system.
However, he will still have to chop wood
for his stove. The commission wrote-

The other matters of replacement of
the wood stove with an electric unit
and rental rebate, are being referred
for due consideration and you may
expect to be advised in these respects
in due course.

So Mr Pareui has half of his problems
solved.

Mr B. T. Burke: I wonder what the
member for Subiaco thinks about his dis-
carded spine.

Dr Dadour: Degeneration.
Mr Sodeman: I1 am wondering what the

people In Your electorate would think of
their member if they could see what they
are getting for $14 000 a year. It is Just
a passing observation.

Mr B. T. Burke: At least he was not
made In Japan.

Mr Sodeman: That would be an im-
provement on what we see now.

Mr T. J. BURKE: The difficulty Is
simply that the Housing Commission is
not operating as efficiently as it should.

Mr. B. TI. Burke: Do not worry about
him, he Is like a black top road-he wears
out.

Mr Sodenian: It wasn't when you were
in Government. Did you have an Inquiry
then?

Mr T . J. BURKE: In the seven years I
have been here it has never operated as
inefficiently as it does now, and that In-
cludes the previous period when the
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present Minister was the Minister for
Housing in the Brand Government. I
think the honourable member will find if
he takes the Minister aside and has a
quiet word with him that the Minister will
agree with me.

Mr Sodeman: I was asking you to sub-
stantiate your remarks-you cannot.

Mr T. J. BURKE: I suggest you speak
to the Minister privately, and probably he
will confirm what I have said. I do not
need to know whether he confirms it or
denies it.

Mr and Mrs Ralphs; are pensioners pay-
ing $24 a week rent. They are in poor
health and have medical certificates to
this effect. The medical certificates have
been forwarded to the Parliamentary
liaison officer in support of a claim for
emergency assistance. These were for-
warded on the 9th October, and I advised
they were paying this high rent. On the
11th November I1 received a phone call
from the parliamentary liaison officer say-
ing that more particulars were required.

Mr Thompson: Can I ask you whether
Mr De Silva Is an Australian?

Mr T. J. BURKE: No, he is not. How-
ever, he is doing his best to look after his
eight children.

I have mentioned these matters to sup-
port the contention that there is need for
some sort of inquiry, and definitely need
for improvement in the operation of the
Housing Commission.

Mr O'Nell: Would you say that is typical
of the response you got, or are these some
of the worst cases?

Mr T. J. BURKE: I have indicated to
the Minister privately that I am preparing
a statement detailing the whole 47 cases
which I have currently on my fies. This
statement will be forwarded to the Min-
ister. However, as he Is aware, over the
last seven years I have been approached
on a great many housing problems. I can
honestly say that I have never before ex-
perienced the difficulties I am presently
experiencing with housing problems.

Mr B. T. Burke: Hear, hear!
Mr Davies: They are really bad.
Mr T. J. BTJRKE: I am not reflecting

on the parliamentary liaison officer and
his assistants. However, I suggest there
should be more people available to handle
the problems.

Mr Thompson: Is it not true that there
are more People in the liaison office now
than there were three months ago?

Mr T. J. BURKE: It is obvious that they
need even more. The history of the par-
liamentary liaison officers is rather sad.
A recently appointed officer is now on the
sick list after a heart attack. 11 can recall
that the man before him also suffered from
his experience in that job.

I want noaw to turn to the question of
Bold Park. I was pleased to see that a
senior vice-president of the Liberal Party
who is a councillor for the coast ward of
the City of Perth wants to see the reten-
tion of this piece of land for the people of
Western Australia. If any members would
like to visit King's Park on a public holi-
day or at the weekend, they will see It is
very overcrowded. This is in 1974 with a
population of about one million people. I
suggest that the population of our State
will continue to grow, but King's Park will
not. Therefore, we must have some regard
for the people flving to the west of this
area.

I am of the firm opinion that Bold Park
should be set aside for the people of West-
ern Australia. The alternatives suggested
by the City of Perth do not appeal to me
at all. The City of Perth said that this
land would provide housing blocks for 400
people. They would be very privileged
people, because, let us face it, very few
can afford to pay the prices obtain-
ed at auction for endowment land in
the City Beach area. I feel It is far better
to make this land available to the 500 000
people in the Perth metropolitan area,
and then tomorrow, for posterity, We are
talking in terms of milions as the popula-
tion spreads along the coast north and
south. This is one of the few remaining
open areas In close proximity to the City
of Perth. It is centrally located and I am
of the firm opinion that all members on
this side of the House, and all right-think-
Ing Western Australians, will support the
plan to retain this area of land for the
use of the whole State. I was very pleased
to see the conciliatory attitude of the
Premier In regard to this matter when be
supported the motion moved by the Leader
of the opposition to retain this land. No
argument can be sustained to support
turning any part of It over to a few
wealthy people.

Another proposal for this area concerns
me a little, and that Is the proposition
for an Olympic Pool.

Mr Davies: A bit rough that one.
Mr T. J. BURKE: It has been reported

that 70 per cent of the private swimming
pools in the metropolitan area are located
in City Beach as it Is. I would like to
see this $450 000 used for the upkeep of
Hold Park for the first few years. If that
is not possible, we could do with a few
more footpaths In East Perth. There was
no co-operation when the Tonkin Govern-
ment moved, in agreement with the City
of Perth, to provide for endowment lands
money to be distributed throughout the
city council area. These facts add further
weight to my previous claim that these
moneys should be spent throughout the
council area.

I want to comment on the type of legis-
lation we have dealt with during this
session. Because of the hour I will limit
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my comments, but I must mention the
fuel and energy legislation which will go
down in the history of this State, and
perhaps of this nation, as the worst piece
of legislation to be placed on the Statute
book. The people of Western Australia
recognised this, and we saw their reaction
to It. The recent move for a road traffic
authority was farcical legislation in my
opinion. If the Government had acted
sensibly and introduced legislation for a
police takeover of traffic, it would have
passed through this House very quickly
with a vote of 44 to six, All Opposition
members would have supported such a
logical answer to the problem. My com-
ments are borne out by the great success
achieved in the last year or so In regard
to the road toll-and I again wish to com-
pliment the Minister for Police and the
Police Force for the outstanding work
being done at the present time. I would
also like to commend the Minister for Con-
servation and Environment. By accident
or fate I am involved In shadowing him,
and I thank him for his co-operation and
conciliatory attitude towards certain legis-
lation we have dealt with.

Of course, we would have preferred more
co-operation; but I suppose we received a
little more than we expected.

We are coming to the end of the session
and we are obtaining a more co-operative
attitude from both sides of the House; and
I hope in the next session of Parliament
wre will deal more with issues than with
personalities. I am completely opposed to
dealing with personalities in Parliament. I
do not think that is a good thing, except
of course when the subject at issue Im-pinges in any way on the public office of
the person involved. I believe it Is absol-
utely essential to have co-operation in this
Parliament if we are to deal with the day-
to-day business, particularly at the pres-
ent time In the light of the problems con-
fronting the nation. Any person who
considers those problems objectively will
admit they are problems which are
confronting the whole of the western
world.

Therefore. I believe the co-operation
which should be displayed In this Chamber
should extend to co-operation between the
State Government and the Australian
Government. I do not think the attitude of
the Premier is good enough. it is a fact
that he persists In knocking every move
made by the Australian Government.' We
have very serious problems confronting
us today, and It Is essential that a more
conciliatory attitude be adopted In expres-
sion and In practice.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I wish to comment
on a few matters-

The SPEAKER: Order! The member
for Morley has already spoken.

Mr A.RH. Tonkin; Thank you, Sir.

MR BARNETT (Rockingham) [4.52
am.]: I would like to make a few brief
comments on this Bill.

Mr Skidmore: You have 45 minutes.
Mr BARNETT: I can assure the H-ouse

I feel fairly confident that I will not last
for 45 minutes. In fact, I am rather
ashamed that the Treasurer, who earlier
in this session said be would give us a
whole week in which to debate the Budget,
has allowed us only one night.

Sir Charles Court: We were on it for
ages before.

Mr BARNETT: I can assure him that
I do not feel very much like speaking to
the debate. Subject to the limitations
placed upon us and the length of time for
which we are allowed to speak, I will make
my few brief comments.

The first matter I would like to raise
concerns Cockburn Sound. As members
would be aware, during this session of
Parliament I have asked a considerable
number of questions In relation to this
area.

Mr A. A. Tonkin: Most of them quite
good, too.

Mr BARNETT: Most of those questions
have been answered informatively; how-
ever, some have been answered not so in-
formatively and in a manner which has
hidden the truth, The questions I asked
were Prompted by my concern about the
rapid eutrophication which is becoming ex-
tremely obvious in Cockburn Sound this
year. I was hoping the question I asked on
Wednesday, the 20th November, would be
the culmination of my questions. On that
day I1 asked the Minister for Conservation
and Environment the following questions-

(1) Have any applications been made
for the position of specialist con-
sultant to advise on Cockburn
Sound; if so, how many?

(2) Have tenders been called for the
position?

(3) What method was used for the
selection of the group appointed?

(4) What is the composition of the
group appointed, detailing-
(a) name of group;
(b) names of members and

qualifications?
The Minister's replies to parts (1) and (2)
of my questions were as follows--

(1) Yes. The Director of Environ-
mental Protection has had dis-
cussions with two consultant
groups.

(2) No. A cost proposal for a Phase I
problem identification and objec-
tive setting study has been pre-
pared.

I guess when one asks whether tenders
have been called it is a reasonable sort
of answer to say that a cost proposal has
been prepared. One would assume then
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that a group had not been appointed if
tenders had not been called, but In answer
to my third question which concerned the
method used for the selection of the group
appointed, the Minister said-

(3) The consultant group for Phase I
was chosen after consultation by
the Environmental Protection
Authority with major Swinana
Industries, the Premantle Port
Authority and other involved
Government departments.

Amazing! I have not been in this Rouse
very long, but I assume we are charged
with the responsibility of running what
can be termed a very large company-the
State of Western Australia. Uf that Is the
case, I would assume the company should
be run along the same lines I ran the two
companies of which I was the proprietor;.
and along the same lines any sensible-
thinking company proprietor would run a
company. That is, if we wanted a Job to be
done we would call tenders, We would
want at least three prices for the Job, and
we would want at least three rundowns on
the companies or people who tendered for
the Job; and we would make a decision 0on
the criteria before us.

But here, in perhaps the largest com-
pany in the State, we do not have to call
tenders: we can simply pluck a con-
sultant group out of the air. I do not
say for one instant that a favoured com-
pany has been selected to do this Job, but
I do say it Is obvious from the answers
given to my question there is a strong
possibility that could be the case. I do
not think we should leave ourselves open
to that kind of accusation from anybody,
whether he be inside or outside the House,
I feel we fall down severely In our Job
when we employ a consultant group which
has been plucked out of the air.

In reply to the fourth part of my ques-
tion in which I asked for the composition
and qualifications of the group appointed,
the Minister said-

(4) 1 cannot release details concern-
Ing the name of the consultant
group or its infrastructure at this
stage as financial arrangements
are still incomplete. In this re-
gard I refer the Member to my
answer to his previous question
on this matter.

To paraphrase the Minister's answer to
the Previous question, it was something
like, "We cannot release details at this
stage because the financial arrangements
are incomplete." I think that situation
is shameful to say the least, and I cer-
tainly hope it does not happen again dur-
ing my stay in this Parliament-and I
hope my stay is a long one.

Commenting briefly on some of the
points raised by other members on this
side of the House in the discussion of this
Bill, I point out one of the subjects con-

cerned shire councils and their involve-
ment in Politics. I am pleased to say that
I am Pretty sure the two main shire coun-
cils with which I have to deal do not ap-
pear on the surface to be involved in
politics.

Mr Jamieson: They gave you a pretty
rough time during the election.

Mr BARNETT: It would not be fair
to say they are involved In politics. If
we take as a sample the Shire of Mundi-
Jong we can show it is not Involved In
Politics. Since time immemorial the
Mundijong Shire Council has carried out
an annual Inspection of its shire.

Since time immemorial, the only
political parties to represent the areas have
been the Australian Country Party and
the Liberal Party. Since time immemorial,
the Mundijong Shire Council has invited
its local political representative to attend
the shire council's annual inspection. How-
ever, this year there has been a drastic
change; a Labor Party candidate has been
elected to represent the area.

Mr P. V. Jones: Didn't you get a guern-
sey?

Mr BARNETT: The honourable member
is very smart; he has guessed It.

Mr Bryce: I think they are sneaky and
devious.

Mr A. R. Tonkini: No, they came out
and openly admitted it.

Mr BARNETT: That council is not
poliltical in nature. Instead of Inviting me
as their local representative, they Invited
three other people, one of whom was the
head of the Karnet Rehabilitation Centre.

Mr Thompson: That Is why you didn't
get an invitation; they knew he would grab
YOU.

M~r BARN=r: But that is not all; they
also invited the local bank manager.

Ms Thompson: There is another one who
would have had you.

Mr BARNETT: Perhaps that may be
true: I do not think my bank manager is
very impressed with me.

Mr Young: Three strikes and you are
out.

Mr BARNETT: I could not find out who
the third person was.

Mr Young: He was probably the local
psychiatrist,

Mr BARflfI'r: This was kept a closely
guarded secret, but my Informers tell me
they are almost positive he was either the
local butcher or baker. I am afraid the
Mundijong Shire Council's forgetfulness
was negligence, whether culpable or other-
wise. Perhaps It was merely a slip that
caused them to forget to invite me to their
annual inspection.

Mr Rusbton: Would it make you feel any
better to know that the shire council did
not invite the Previous member either?
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Mr,- BARNETT: About two weeks after
that, the council wrote to me and said,
"Please can you help us; we have a prob-
lem".

Mr Rushton: Yes, their new member.
Mr BARKEflT: Apparently they were

having trouble with one of the roads I
would have seen had I gone on the inspec-
tion.

Mrt Rushton: I think you are being
rather ungracious. It Is a dignified and
thoughtful council..

Mr BARNETTl: Yes; after all, it invited
the local butcher to attend Its annual
inspection. Why did it not invite me?

Mr Sibson: They thought he might cut
up rough.

Mr Bryce: Who wound up the member
for Bunbury?

Mr BARNET: The Rockinghiam Shire
Council is a much better body.

Mr Thompson; We will have to get in
touch with them.

Mr BAR~R': Z did get In touch with
them, although I experienced a consider-
able amount of diffculty In doing so.

Mr Rushton: I should think you would,
the way you treated them and with the
number of attacks you made on them.

Mr BARNETT: I will have a look at the
way I treated them In a minute. Firstly,
however, let us have a look at the com-
position of the Rockingham Shire Council.

Mr Rushton, This is how you make
friends and keep them, Is It?

Mr BARNETT: Bear in mind that I just
said the Rockingham Shire Council was a
much better body than the Mundijong
Shire Council. The Minister was the one
who was so surprised.

Mr Rushton: I gave you some advice
about how to treat people.

Mr Jamnieson: Advice!I We could take
your advice and Jock It in a cupboard.

Mr Bertrm:, Be reasonable!
Mr Jamieson- He cannot be reasonable.
Mr BARNETT: I thought my speech

would not take too long, but with all these
interjections it may take quite some time.

The SPEAKESR: I wish you would ignore
them.

Mr BARNETIT: I understand that if we
sit until 6.00 a.m. the staff of Parliament
House will get the next day off. Perhaps
under these circumstances we should try
to do that for them; they have been here
long enough as it is.

The Rockingham Shire Council is com-
posed of nine members, one of whom is
an avowed Labor supporter, who in fact
belongs to my local branch; another of
whom was the local Liberal candidate op-
posing me; and another four of whom
were on his committee. I wonder why

the shire council did not support me?
I do not know the Political affiliations of
the remaining members, but I am sure
they are not Labor supporters; they may
be swingers.

During the election campaign I con-
ducted an extensive door-knocking eamn-
paign and learnt of a considerable num-
ber of Problems experienced by residents
of the Rockinghamn Shire Council. I
wrote a letter to the council concerning
a problem presented to me by a resident
of the Safety Bay area, which happened
to be represented by my Liberal opponent.
I received a reply which, in effect, said,
"That Is your problem; we suggest you ap-
proach the member for the area'. Can
members imagine me approaching my
Liberal opponent and asking him to fix
the problem? No politics in local govern-
ment!I

Mr Shalders: Who was the candidate
who had a photograph taken whilst stand-
ing underneath a plaque which said,
"Rockingham Shire Council", obviously
trying to give everyone the impression he
was a shire councillor?

Mr BARNTT: I am not quite sure
to whom the honourable member refers;
if he refers to a photograph of me pub-
lished in a pamphlet I issued at the time,
I can assure him that no mention was
made of the Rockingham Shire Council.

Mr Thompson: No, but you just hap-
pened to be there.

Ur A. R. Tonkin: it would have been
a handicap for people to think he was a
member of the council.

Mr BARNETTl: I did not try to imply
I was aL member of the shire council. The
only thing the caption to the photograph
said was, "For administrative experience".

Mr Rushton: Oh, cripes!
Mr BARNE=r: If members opposite can

derive from that statement that I was
trying to imply I was a member of the
shire council, let them go for their lives.

Mr Shalders: But you conveniently hap-
pened to be standing in front of a plaque
displaying the words, "Rockinghamn $hire
Council". You are not being very truthful.

Mr BARNEITT:. Let me move from that
area to discuss another problem which has
manifested itself since the election-a
problem which probably has been experi-
enced by most members of this House. I
refer to young children under the age of 17
riding motor-bikes on the streets, on foot-
paths, on people's private Property, on
public property, and In fact anywhere they
can find an area of land. I do not blame
the children for riding these bikes; I blame
their parents who buy the machines. The
children must have something to do. As
soon as they come home from school,
they Jump on their bikes, turn them on, and
roar down the street looking for an area
where they can ride their machines.
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Mr Bryce: It would be a No. 1 problem.
Mr BARNETT: It has become a very

serious problem. The Rockingham Park
area is so designed that the backyards of
a considerable number of houses open out
onto public ground. Building regulations
prevent many of these houses from erect-
ing fences across the rear of their prop-
eries. A situation has arisen there where
mum and dad and two young children
were in their backyard enjoying a sum-
mer's afternoon. Naturally the young child-
dren were playing and, as they were play-
tig In their own backyard mum and dad
could be excused for not exercising the
same degree of control over them that
would be required elsewhere. The children
were playing around the fence line of their
property, bearing In mind that under the
building regulations a fence cannot be
constructed. All of a sudden riding along
this fence line came three or four kids
who were thoroughly enjoying themselves
on their motor bikes.

They did not have anywhere else to go
and in riding along this fence line they
knocked down these two young children be-
cause no fence has been erected to protect
them. There are tracks within two feet of
this fence line that are used continuously
by these young kids on motor bikes. I have
complained bitterly to the shire council to
try to get some action taken to prevent
these kids from riding their bikes In this
area and find another place for them
where they can ride their motor cycles, or
perhaps try to, educate them to behave
in a more orderly fashion.

I do not blame anybody for this situa-
tion and for not being able to find a solu-
tion to the problem. The shire ranger has
been told of this Practice but when a com-
plaint is made by the time he travels to the
scene he finds that the kids have vanished.
in any case these kids are so proficient on
their motor bikes that even if the ranger
did arrive on the scene at the time they
were riding their bikes along this track
at the rear of the houses he would be un-
able to catch them.

It seems to me, therefore, that the prob-
lem will have to be solved in this place.
In the short time the problem has been
brought to my notice I can visualise only
one solution. I would certainly like to
see the subject discussed In this place, if
not in this session, certainly in the next.
because it is worthy of discussion. These
kids should not be pernitted to ride motor
bikes if they are under the age of 17 un-
less they have been granted special per-
mits to do so which could be provided by
an authorised club established in the area.

We have one club in the Rockingham
area which, although it does not have a
suitable place nearby where these kids
could ride their motor cycles, nevertheless
it is a club and it has exercised close
control over the kids who are members
of that club. If the young lads disobey

any of the club rules, they are expelled
from it. I advocate that these kids should
have to obtain an authorised permit such
as that which I have suggested and, should
they misbehave themselves, the club will
not allow them to remain as members of
the club and their permits should be re-
moved to Prevent them from riding their
motor bikes. This seems to be the only
effective way to solve the problem.

There is one other subject I will men-
tion before I sit down. The Warnbro
Conservation Committee was recently
granted a sum of $4 000 by the National
Estate to conduct a survey on the Warn-
boro sand dunes. Those sand dunes were
Zoned rural by a previous Government to
enable the area to be studied and to ascer-
tain whether it could be set aside for
parkland or some similar activity, but
certainly not for urban development.

The Warnbro Conservation Commit-
tee has commissioned a firm of consult-
ants to carry out this study and that
firm's interim report Is now available.

Mr Stephens: Did the society call tend-
ers?

Mr BARNETrr: Yes, it did. The Minis-
ter for Local Government Informed me
last month that he would be in a position
to make a decision, he hoped, early this
month as to what the Government would
propose for this area.

Mr Rushton: Read the answer to your
question to see how accurate you are.

Mr BARNETT: The Minister said early
in November that he hoped to be in a,
position to give the member a decision on
the matter. If the Minister would wake up
and sit up perhaps I could hear what he
is saying.

Mr Rushton: I do not want to listen to
twaddle.

Mr 13AHNETIT: I would hope that this
will draw something more than twaddle
form the Minister in regard to this area
before the end of the session. The com-
mittee has been shown an interim report
which I can make available to the Min-
ister. The area lends itself admirably to
the purpose for which the Warnbro Con-
servation Society was granted money to
carry out an investigation.

I would now like to deal with another
matter that affects Rockingham, An area
called the Dixon Road Industrial area has
been ret aside in that district, and I
thought a Bill recently introduced would be
a tremendous advantage to the area. I
thought the legislation would provide
financial assistance to light industry, par-
ticularly labour intensive light industry,
that would be established in this decen-
tralised area. On the surf ace it appeared
that that is what would be achieved by the
introduction of the Bill, and I am sure
that was the purpose for which it was
designed. However, it has not achieved that
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objective. All it did was to find a way to
obviate the Payment of Pay-roll tax by dif -
ferent companies.

I would therefore hope that In the next
session of Parliament the Government will
give consideration to the introduction of
a Hill that will provide financial assistance
for the establishment of labour intensive
light industry in an area such as Rock-
ingham. If the Government gives consid-
eration to assisting light industry to
establish in Rockingham I would also like
the Government to give consideration to
the type of industry that would employ
women and young school-leavers so that
they could obtain jobs as soon as they
leave school in Rockingham and remain
in the area instead of having to leave it.
Subsequently they could perhaps filter into
more suitable employment as it became
available.

SIR CHARLES COVRT (Nedlands--
Treasurer) [5.20 am.]: Members have de-
bated the second reading of the Appropri-
ation Bill (Consolidated Revenue Fund) at
considerable length. I want to remind the
member for Rockingham that considerable
time was allowed in accordance with a
Promise that was made. It is my desire
that next week ample time will also be
given in discussing the departmental Es-
timates themselves.

Many members tonight dealt with mat-
ters which should more properly be dealt
with when the departmental Estimates
are being considered. Apparently it was
decided by the Opposition that they would
speak at greater length on Loan Estimates
than has been the case in the past 21
years, but that was contrary to the under-
standing I had reached with the Opposi-
tion. However, what they did was their
business, and I am not complaining about
it. All I want to do is remind them that
this is different from the arrangement that
has been made.

Mr Jamieson: That only resulted from
something else which happened. You have
been long enough In this House to know
that. Every time such a thing happens the
Opposition takes the opportunity immedi-
ately to fight back.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I do not agree
with what the honourable member has
said. I would like to mention briefly one
or two matters, but I shall not go into
detail because most of the matters that
have been raised in general debate refer
to matters which have been raised earlier
In the session, or they are of such a
nature that they would normally be raised
in the course of the debate on the de-
partmental Estimates.

So far as the actual Budget itself is con-
cerned, there has been little analysis
of it; therefore I do not think I have to
reply in great detail. Some of the com-
ments made by members opposite were

highly charged politically, and they spoke
in great defence of the Labor Government
In Canberra.

Mr Bryce: It is a great Government.
Mr Jamieson: it is going along very well.
Sir CHARLES COURT: I know the

reason the honourable member is saying
that: it Is because he wants it recorded
for his benefit at "headquarters"! Never
in the history of Australia has there
been a Government in such disarray as the
one in Canberra at the present time. The
Opposition has, in fact, flattered our
Budget, because they have been very re-
luctant to join issue on the merits or
otherwise of it. They were shocked when
we were able to frame and bring it down
with a mininmm impact on the public, in
spite of what was being done in Canberra.
We did that to ease the burden on the
People of Western Australia.

In spite of what the member for Mt.
Hawthorn has raised, the rate of increase
in expenditure by our Government is 71
Per cent less than the rate of increase in
expenditure by the Canberra Government.
If the colleagues of members opposite at
Canberra had followed what they preached
to us--and which we In Western Australia
put into practice-the nation would be in
a much healthier situation today. We would
then have an example to follow, this would
have offset some of the inflationary pres-
sures, and we would be In a much better
position to handle the economy of the
whl nation than we are in today. How-
ever, the colleagues of members opposite
at Canberra saw fit to introduce a most
extraordinary Budget.

The Government at Canberra has now
reversed its course four or five times by
bringing in little bits here and there to
patch up the sinking ship. We all know the
disarray that exists in Canberra at the
Present time.

I want to refer briefly to a comment
made by the Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition. If he reflects on what he said he
will realise that I was entitled to react in
the way I did to his comment on the func-
tion that was arranged for the crew of
th? Southern Cross. Having made what I
believe was a very noteworthy effort to
represent Australia in the America's Cup
challenge-these were mainly Western Aus-
tralians--the crew came back here with
no civic reception and no public reception
arranged for them. I felt It was a gesture
which we owed to them, to let them know
what we felt about their effort. We wished
to thank them for the mighty work that
they did.

I shall tell the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition the reason I decided to pay for
the luncheon myself. We had already given
the crew a function before they went away.
and knowing it would Probably be queried
as to why they were given two functions,
I decided I would pay the bill for the sec-
ond function. I was entitled to react as I
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did, regardless of who paid the bill. When
I asked the people concerned whether they
could Put a figure on the cost of the facil-
ities made available to the Southern Cross
for the challenge, they said it was not
worth costing. They gave me a rough stab
at the amount, and that was why I gave
the answer that I did the other day. They
said the figure would not run into more
than $200.

Mr B. T. Burke: The answer you gave
was not correct.

Sir CHARLES COURT: It was correct.
Mr B. T. Burke: Rubbish!
Sir CHARLES COURT: We know the

stock-In-trade the honourable member
deals in.

Mr B. T. Burke: I have more respect
among my People than you have among
yours.

Mr Ridge: What a joke that is!
Sir CHARLES COURT: Is It not magni-

ficent to hear from the member opposite
who adopts the Royal prerogative, and
talks about "my people" and "my
electors"?

I want to refer briefly to two points
raised by the member for Victoria Park.'He was critical of the appointments to the
Alcohol and Drugs Authority.

Mr Davies: Rightly so.
Sir CHARLES COURT: I think the hon-

ourable member was being less than kind.
because the People who have been appoin-
ted are very dedicated and possess com-
petence to do the Job.

Mr Davies: But they have no qualifi-
cations.

Sir CHARLES COURT: What does the
honiourable member want? Does he want
people with a string of letters after their
names which mean nothing, or does he
want practical people? The chairman of
the authority is a person who has earned
a reputation in the community for having
an understanding of this problem.

Mr Davies: So have many other people
besides him.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The chairman
has earned himself a reputation for hav-
Ing an understanding of this problem. I
find that the reaction among people who
should know about the problem in a prac-
tical way is one of great satisfaction on
this person being appointed chairman.
The member for Victoria Park has asked
me to outline the experience of Councillor
Turnbull. This person has had a lot of
experience on the Parole Board. Surely
that is experience which can be used to
advantage in the work of the Alcohol and
Drugs Authority.

The other two members of the authority
have been selected because they also have
great experience and expertise directly re-
lated to the functions of this authority. I

am quite certain history will prove the
honourable member will be very sorry that
he raised the criticism which he has raised.

This is not a full-time board. It will
administer this particular problem In a
very understanding and sensible way. If
I have to choose between people with a
string of qualifications and people with
Practical experience and a humane under-
standing of the problem, I would choose
the practical people with a humane atti-
tude towards this question.

The other matter raised by the member
for Victoria Park arose during his term as
Minister for Health: this related to the
method of treatment of arteriosclerosis. I
have asked the Minister representing the
Minister for Health to make some inquiries
about this matter. I understand the medi-
cal people are treating this matter with
great caution, as they should. This was
amplified and exemplified In the infonma-
tion the honourable member read out. It
Instances the fact that the medical People
have been very anxious to have a proper
assessment made of the treatment through
the machine before committing themselves.
They were anxious to avoid publicity which
might raise hopes In the minds of some
sufferers, only to be shattered if the tests
do not work out. The matter should be
handled with caution, and handled very
wisely.

Another point he raised was in connec-
tion with the 2 per cent target limit for
the growth in the Public Service. I remind
him that it is not possible to have a 2 per
cent ceiing in each department. I have
mentioned this on a dozen occasions. Take
for Instance the Department of Environ-
mental Protection: this is a new depart-
ment which Is expanding and obviously it
will have a higher growth rate than 2 per
cent. However, some departments are well
overdue for pruning and should have a
minus growth.

Mr B. T. Burke: Which ones?
Sir CHARLES COURT: We wish to

have an overall target of 2 per cent.
Mr B. T. Burke: Which ones need to be

pruned?
Sir CHARLES COURT: Be quiet.
Mr B. T. Burke: Which ones?
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr Bryce: Answer the interjection.
The SPEAKER: Order! I do not want

the member for Beige, to make consistent
Interjections. He will refrain from doing
so. The Treasurer.

Mr M~oiler: Before you go on, will you
answer the Interjection?

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr Moiler: I am sorry.
The SPEAKER: I am surprised Indeed

that the member for Mundaxing has Joined
in. I do not expect that sort of thing from
him. The Treasurer.
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Sir CHARLES COURT: As!I was sai-
tIg, there Is an overall target, and the
Public Service Board has been requested to
use good sense In trying to achieve It so
that when a growth is necessary because of
new expertise required and new develop-
ments taking place In some department,
the growth may have to be above 2 Per
cent. some other departments are ex-
pected to prune to a minus growth.

Mr B. T. Burjce: Which?
Sir CHARLES COURfT: The situation in

some departments has not been reviewed
for ages. It is desirable that they be the
subject of review in a sensible way. We
want to aim for a limit of 2 per cent
growth overall, but this will not be easy.

Mr B. T. Burke: Which ones are to be
pruned?

Sir CHARLES COURT: The previous
Government found out that while It was
being careful on the one hand and issued
certain instructions about recruiting, new
recruits were marching in the back door
because of new people on the payroll as
a result of tied grants.

Mr B. T. Burke: Define the depart-
ments.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Members op-
posite may be surprised to know that their
Government finished up with a growth
last year of nearly 9 per cent.

Mr Bryce: The Treasurer has selective
hearing.

Sir CHARLES CO1URT: Some of those
people came in through the back door,
while the previous Government tried to
keep the numbers down. I am not criticis-
Ig it. We are trying to guard against It.

Mr B. T. Burke: Which ones will be
primed? Just tell us that.

Mr Bryce: He does not have the answer.
Everyone knows that.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am not going
to indicate which Particular departments,
because there are many of them and if I
specify them, all the Opposition would do
is try to stir up trouble. The Public Ser-
vice Board is handling the matter sensibly
and practically and when six months has
elapsed we will make our first major re-
view. If It helps members at all I can
indicate that an Interim review has been
made; but at the end of six months the
board will give the Government a complete
review on the progress to that date.

Mr Davies: The request I was making
was for some Particulars on next year's
Budget, if you are still there to present
it, so that we can make a comparison.
This Is quite Inadequate at present.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The question
raised by the honourable member was
raised earlier in a Question and I discussed
the matter with all those concerned, be-
cause It was apparent to me when I was

4120)

in Government before--and when I was
in Opposition, in view of the answers I
was given by the then Premier-that the
method of recording was Quite farcical
because many of the figures meant nothing.
They were merely numbers on the man-
ning charts. All sorts of retirements were
pending and many positions had not been
filled, so the figures did not mean much.

I am quite prepared to look at It again
when the next Budget is being presented.
because we want a system of recording
for our own information of the movement
in the departments. I am assured that
the method substituted for the former one
is a more accurate method.

Mr Davies: Because someone with quali-
fications after their name gave It to you.
Get a practical man on the job.

Sir CHARLES COURT: No; they were
practical personnel.

Mr O'Neii: Your question will be an-
swered on the next Budget.

Mr Davies: Yes, but they must be
brought together.

Sir CHARLES COURT: There must be
a starting point. Every year from now on
will be a better year for comparison be-
cause we will have a base from which to
work.

Anyhow. I do not propose to labour the
matter any more, tempted though I am to
answer some of the points raised by mem-
bers weeks ago. However, I want to say
this: the Budget seems to have been
accepted as being a sensible approach to
the situation.

Mr Bertram: Not by the Opposition.
Sir CHARLES COURT: It was pre-

sented in difficult times and circumstances.
We have a tight control over the expendi-
ture.

Mr Davies: But you have altered It
already with the country water supplies.

Sir CHARLES COURT: This happen.
with all Budgets.

Mr Davies: You are worse than Whit-
lam!

Mr O'Neil: Impossible!
Sir CHARLES COURT: They are a

guide which the Government endeavours
to follow as Its control points. I remind
the honourable member that the particular
figure he mentioned would be regarded by
the member for Mt. Hawthorn as pin
money. The member for Victoria Park
referred to $355 000, but the member for
Mt. Hawthorn dismissed $8.7 million as
petty cash.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAK[ER: Order!
Question put and passed.
Bil read a second time.
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In Committee

The Chairman of Committees (Mr
Thompson) In the Chair; Sir Charles
Court (Treasurer) in charge of the BIll.

The CHAIRMAN: We are now dealing
with the detailed Estimates.

Pwa 1: Parliament-

Progress
Progress reported and leave given to sit

again, on motion by Mr Young.

PHOSPHATE CO-OPERATIVE (W.A.)
LTD. BILL

Councils Message
Message fromn the Council received and

read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendment made by the Assembly.

ACTS AMENDMENT (ROAD TRAFFIC)
BILL

Returned
Bill returned from the Council without

amendment.

BILLS (2): RECEIPT AND FIRST
READING

1. The Perpetual Executors, Trustees
and Agency Company (W.A.) Uim-
ited Act Amendment Bill.

2. The West Australian Trustee Execua-
tar and Agency Company Limited
Act Amendment Bill.

Bills received from the Council: and,
on motions by Mr O'Nell (Minister
for Works), read a first time.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE
Sit CHARLES COURT (Nedlands--

Premier) [6.42 a.m.]: The Deputy Leader
of the Opposition asked me whether we
would be sitting next Friday. I cannot
say for certain at this stage, but If we re-
ceive the same co-operation on Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday next as we had
tonight we will be sitting on Friday. I
move-

That the House do now adjourn.
Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 5.43 am. (Friday).

tt4gitttw (Jounrxl
Tuesday, the 28th November, 1974

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. A. F. Grif-
fith) took the Chair at 4.20 p.m., and read
prayers.

BILLS (7): ASSENT
Message from the Lieutenant-Governor

and Administrator received and read noti-
fying assent to the following Bills-

1. Superannuation and Family Benefit.
Act Amendment Bill.

2. Rights in Water and Irrigation Act
Amendment Bill.

3. Lake LeT roy Salt Industry Agree-
ment Act Amendment Bill.

4. Dampier Solar salt Industry Agree-
ment Act Amendment Bill.

5. Factories and Shops Act Amendment
Bill.

6. Rural and Industries Bank Act
Amendment Bill.

7. Money Lenders Act Amendment Bill,

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE
TRAFC ISLANDS AND DENSITY

North-West Coastal Highway,
Port Liedland

The Hon. J. TOZER, to the Minister
for Health representing the Minister
for Transport;
(1) Will the Minister give considera-

tion to the immediate provision of
islands to chanrielise traffic, to-
gether with overhead lighting at
the junction of North-West Coast-
al Highway and Hamilton Road-
the entry road to South Hedland
-to minimise the possibility of
further serious accidents at this
busy Junction?

(2) What is the traffic density of
vehicles travelling from or enter-
Ing into the North-West Coastal
Highway into Port Hedland at-
(a) the junction of the arm of the

Highway going to the airport
and on to Broome,

(b) the junction of Hamilton
Road?

(3) What emergency control measures
can be taken until a permanent
solution to the dangerous existing
position is provided?

'The Hon. N. E. BAXTER replied:

(1) Yes. Investigations have already
commenced to see what improve-
ments are required as a matter of
somne urgency.

(2) Diagrams setting out the results of
traffic counts taken in July, 1973,
are hereby tabled.

(3) As visibility in all directions at
this junction is very good the
existing two "GIVE WAY" signs
should be adequate. However, the
Main Roads Department will in-
vestigate, as a matter of urgency,
whether the signs should be re-
placed by "STOP" signs.

The diagrams were tabled (see paper
N. 342).


